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Figure1 Hall of Clestrain: south elevation (S&B)
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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.1 Hall of Clestrain

Hall of Clestrain is an eighteenth-century villa in its original designed-landscape
setting, located in Orkney. It is owned by the John Rae Society who intend to restore
the mansion to form part of a visitor attraction overlooking Hoy and Graemsay, and
offering opportunities to learn about, understand and research links between Orkney,
Scotland and Arctic Canada. The project will generate the revenue to support the
conservation of the building and provide a memorable and intelligible tourist
experience of the site and inculcate the values of John Rae. The project will be
environmentally sustainable.

Itis listed at Category A, the highest level of statutory protection for a historic building
in Scotland. It is considered to be of considerable cultural-heritage significance with
some elements of lesser significance.

Hall of Clestrain is largely single-phase villa of ¢.1750. It ceased being a family
residence in the mid- twentieth century. The house straddles the old Stromness to
Orphir road and is aligned with it, with the principal elevation facing South. It is on
three floors with an attic and almost square in plan and with three bays to each
elevation. An outbuilding to the north west was formerly matched by another on the
north east as a pair of flanking pavilions. Evidence from old photographs shows that
these pavilions were taller with an attic storey. The principal rooms were located on
the first floor with bedrooms above and service rooms below.

Hall of Clestrain has a formal Georgian design with good quality stone detailing, door
and window surrounds. The rubble walls of Orkney stone were harled. Until the
1950s the building had an Orkney slate roof. The windows are traditional sash
windows and parts of some early sash windows survive. The front elevation has an
advanced section in the centre. This conservation plan supports the theory that there
was a pediment over the advanced centrepiece.

To the south east there is a large walled garden which contains a stone-edged circular
ornamental pond, now considerably overgrown. A number of agricultural buildings
of low quality have been located alongside the walled garden.

Apart from its architectural significance, Hall of Clestrain is highly significant as the
Birthplace of John Rae, the Arctic explorer. John Rae (1813-1893) grew up at the house
and learned to sail, shoot and fish in the area around it. He went on to become a doctor
with the Hudson’s Bay Company and mapped large parts of the North Coast of
Canada, largely on foot. Relying on advice from the indigenous peoples he travelled
light and managed to live off the land. He also discovered the last navigable link in
what became the route for Roald Amundsen to sail through the North West Passage
in 1903-1906. Amundsen named this narrow waterway between King William Island
and the Boothia Peninsula, Rae Strait. John Rae was one of the greatest, but least
celebrated, of the Victorian explorers.

1.2 This plan

This conservation plan begins with a summary of the development of the mansion and
its landscape. This information is evaluated in an assessment of cultural-heritage
significance, following international best-practice, recognised by Historic
Environment Scotland. This evaluates the Hall of Clestrain as a place embodying
values that are important for our society today and in the future, in a broad cultural
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context, to establish its cultural-heritage significance. There follow policies to guide
future use, alterations and management.

Following international best-practice, this conservation plan uses a five-level scale for
assessing cultural-heritage significance. Clestrain has been assessed as having some
historic values of Outstanding or international significance. These include its
association with John Rae and the architecture of the south front in its setting as a set
piece of Scottish 18t Century architecture which is both unique and characteristic.
Most of the surviving building is in the second level, of ‘considerable’, cultural-
heritage significance. The definition of ‘considerable’ means that the building overall
and the elements within it are of national importance, and the individual elements
contribute substantially to the importance of the building overall. There are individual
elements categorised as being of moderate significance, and the lower levels of
significance, some elements being of ‘negative’ significance. Where elements are
categorised as negative, there is an imperative for change.

The policies section provides both strategic conservation policies, and detailed
recommendations and methodologies to sustain, reveal and enhance the cultural-
heritage significance of the building, and help manage change as part of the project of
restoration by the John Rae Society.

Figure 2 Conjectural Restoration of original appearance of the south elevation (S&B)
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20 INTRODUCTION

2.1 Location

The Hall of Clestrain is located in the West of the largest of the Orkney Islands, known
as Mainland. It is approximately 9km from Stromness and 18km from Kirkwall just off
the A964. The Kirkwall/Stromness bus via Houton ferry terminal (No.5) passes along
this road.

9 }
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Figure 3 The study area, marked with a red circle, in the geographical context of Scotland
and the western mainland of Orkney (Map data © 2015 Google)

Address: Hall of Clestrain, Orphir, Orkney, KW17 2RF
Grid Reference: OS Grid Reference HY297072

Orkney comprises a group of about 70 islands, of which around 20 are inhabited. At
59°N they lie at similar latitude to St. Petersburg, Helsinki, Stockholm, Oslo,
Anchorage, Alaska and Churchill in Manitoba on Hudson Bay.

2.2 Heritage Designations

Hall of Clestrain was listed at Category A on 8/12/1971. The listing reference number
is LB19892.

The area surrounding the Hall of Clestrain is designated as a National Scenic Area: an
area of “outstanding scenic value in a national context”

2.3 The John Rae Society

The John Rae Society (www.johnraesociety.com) was established in 2013. It is a
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO). The Society’s Registered
Charity Number is SCO44463. The Society’s purposes are set out in its Constitution
are:

e Toadvance the education of the public in the life and achievements of John Rae
as the discoverer of the final navigable link of the Northwest Passage and one
of the greatest Arctic explorers.

e To advance the arts, heritage, culture and science by promoting the life and
achievements of John Rae to foster friendship and understanding between
members of the public, the people of Orkney and those in Canada, particularly,
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but not exclusively, those areas associated with John Rae, through a broad
range of activities.

e To develop the Hall of Clestrain as a memory to John Rae and as a centre for
all things Arctic.

e As noted in its constitution, the John Rae Society (JRS) has the “power to do
anything which is calculated to further its purposes or is conducive or
incidental to doing so’.

The Society is governed by a Board of Trustees. The Society has a number of highly
prominent patrons.

The Society had 340 members as at 28 April 2020. Since its formation, the Society has
been undertaking a wide range of activities.

Over recent years the JRS has demonstrated a dynamic and successful track record
with 2016 seeing the purchase of the Hall of Clestrain, following a highly successful
fund-raising campaign, and then the purchase and installation of a temporary visitor
centre, employment of a project manager and numerous events, activities and outreach
with schools’ educational resources (John Rae box).

As the Birthplace of John Rae, Hall of Clestrain has great importance to the Society. It
is the building on Orkney that can be most closely associated with his family and his
early life. The Society aim to renovate the Hall of Clestrain and transform it into a
visitor attraction and community facility.

24 Objectives of this Conservation Plan

This conservation plan is intended to inform the conservation, repair, use,
management and future alterations of the designated historic asset, the mansion house
of Hall of Clestrain and its landscape setting.

This conservation plan sets out and assesses what makes the historic building,
including its setting, important in national terms. Based on this, it makes an assessment
of the cultural-heritage significance of the individual elements and the historic asset as
a whole.

Conservation policies and individual recommendations are laid out which will enable
the cultural-heritage significance to be retained, revealed, enhanced or at least
impaired as little as possible, in the future. This document does not simply suggest
constraints on future action; it introduces flexibility by identifying areas and elements
which can be adapted or developed with greater freedom.

Figure 4 View westwards from Hall of Clestrain (S&B)
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3.0 UNDERSTANDING HALL OF CLESTRAIN: DOCUMENTS
3.1 Description

The principal elevation faces south. It is on three floors with an attic and almost square
in plan and with three bays to each elevation. An outbuilding to the north-west was
formerly matched by another on the north east as a pair of flanking pavilions.
Photographs show that the east pavilion, at least was taller than the current height of
the west pavilion, with an attic storey. An analysis of the masonry of the western
building seems to confirm that they were symmetrical.

The principal rooms were located on the first floor with bedrooms above and service
rooms below.

It has a formal Georgian design with high quality detailing in sandstone for the door
and window surrounds whilst the Orkney stone walls were harled.

Until the 1950s the building had an Orkney slate roof. The windows are traditional
sash windows and parts of the originals survive. The basement floor is projected with
a sloping string course to form a plinth. The front elevation has an advanced section
in the centre originally thought to have been topped by a pediment. The walls are
generally flagstone-built with lime harling. There are sandstone quoins and dressings
to doors and windows and the small area of wall to either side of the advanced bay is
ashlar finished. A further string course runs round the building at high level.

The front door into the principal floor is reached by a flight of steps which is built over
a small cellar below. The steps have a curved plan with a moulded bottom step and
originally had a wrought iron balustrade, now replaced with low stone walls. The door
is quite low but is topped by a square window to suggest a much grander entrance
and has a moulded lugged architrave. A door in the north wall gives access to the
basement floor.

Internally there is a curving stone stair. Fragments of original partitions, doors,
shutters, cornice, skirtings, dado and other details survive. The interior was lined with
timber and plaster. Significant evidence of original paint colours survives.

3.2 Recorded History

The Hall of Clestrain was built in 1769 for the Honeyman family. Andrew Honeyman
(1619-1676) came from St Andrews in Fife to Kirkwall as Bishop in 1664. He was
recorded as being present at a witch-burning in Crail whilst minister of the second
charge in St. Andrews. He was shot in the arm by a Covenanter with a poisoned bullet
intended for Archbishop Sharpe outside the Archbishop’s residence in Edinburgh’s
Blackfriars Wynd. It was Honeyman who organised the townspeople to save St.
Magnus Cathedral from a fire when it was struck by lightning in 1671. He died on 21
February 1676.

Andrew’s son by his second wife Mary Stewart (possibly), a great granddaughter of
Earl Robert Stewart, was Sheriff Robert Honeyman (died 1679), father of another
Robert (1676-1737) whose tutors donated £100 in his name to the repair of the
Cathedral spire in 1681. This Robert was also present at a shooting in 1726, when
Captain Moodie of Melsetter was murdered on Kirkwall’s Broad Street by the Jacobite
Stewarts of Burray.

In 1699 he and his wife Cecilia were given the Graemsay estate by her father Harry
Graham of Breckness as a dowry the day before their marriage. In 1725 Cecilia
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managed to hide a large sum of money from Pirate Gow when he raided the previous
Hall of Clestrain: possibly the ‘Storehouse’ that stands on the shore below the farm at
Clestrain. According to Daniel Defoe’s account of Pirate Gow, when the Hall of
Clestrain was approached by pirates intent on burning important documents held at
the house, Mr Honeyman'’s daughter threw the documents out of a window, “jumpt
after them herself, and Escaped without Damage; tho” the Window was one Story high at least”.

Robert’s son was William Honeyman (1706-1758) who married Mary Graham. William
drowned in the Pentland Firth with his son Mungo whilst travelling to Edinburgh. In
folklore, William buried treasure on the estate before the journey. His untimely death
was to propel younger son Patrick, (1730-1798) into unexpectedly taking over the
estate.

Patrick had married Margaret Mackay in 1755 and they had seven children. Patrick
later remarried to Margaret Sinclair in 1764 and had a further fifteen children. This
was the height of the kelp boom when the harvesting and burning of seaweed for its
chemicals raised huge sums for Orkney landlords. In 1769 Patrick decided to invest
his income in a new house at Clestrain.

Patrick’s son by his first marriage, William Honeyman (1756-1825), went on to become
a Session Court judge: Lord Armadale. In 1777 he married Mary McQueen, a daughter
of Scotland's Lord Justice Clerk, the much-feared Lord Braxfield, and was created a
Baronet in 1804. In 1787 he built a home at 14 Queen Street in Edinburgh. By the time
he died on 5 June 1825, he held lands in Orkney, Sutherland, Lanarkshire and Lothian,
where the town of Armadale was named by him.

Lord Armadale appointed John Rae snr. as his factor on his Orkney estates and Rae
lived at Clestrain with his family. His son John Rae (1813-1893) grew up at the house
and learned to sail, shoot and fish in the area around it. He went on to become a doctor
with the Hudson’s Bay Company and mapped large parts of the North Coast of
Canada, largely on foot. Relying on advice from the indigenous peoples he travelled
light and managed to live off the land. As a result, he brought back the first news of
the whereabouts of Sir John Franklin's ill-fated expedition to discover the North West
Passage. Franklin’s ships Erebus and Terror have very recently been located in the
location that Rae was told by local people. He also discovered the last navigable link
in what became the route for Roald Amundsen to sail through the North West Passage
in 1903-1906. Amundsen named this narrow waterway between King William Island
and the Boothia Peninsula, Rae Strait. John Rae was one of the greatest, but least
celebrated, of the Victorian explorers and in recent years his story has featured in
books by Ken McGoogan and Michael Palin, in TV series presented by Billy Connolly
(2009) and Ray Mears (2009) and in the feature length documentary Passage (2008)
directed by John Walker.

Sir Walter Scott visited the Hall of Clestrain on Tuesday 16 August 1814 whilst on his
tour of the North of Scotland in the Lighthouse Yacht, the Pharos. After a visit to the
Standing Stones of Stenness nearby with Mr. Rae he records that “the hospitality of
Mrs. Rae detained us to an early dinner at Clestrain”. Scott’s novel The Pirate was built
around his experiences on this trip and the stories of Pirate Gow that were no doubt
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related at Clestrain. Rae’s older sisters are said to have provided the model for the
characters Brenda and Minna.!

3.3  Map Evidence

A map of 1769 shows the area of Stromness parish and ‘Orpher” parish at exactly the
date Hall of Clestrain was completed. The map is short on detail and emphasises land
and cultivated areas.

Figure 5 William Aberdeen map 1769 (NLS)

The cultivated areas around Clestrain which is marked ‘Claiftron’. The next map is the
map by Thomson in 1822. “Clestron’ is indicated as a house of status.

1 This section has been edited from the previous Feasibility study by Leslie Burgher
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Fire 6 Thomson Atlas 1>8722‘ (NLS) .
The shapes of the houses are generally a generic indication of a house of status rather
than being a particular portrait. ‘Clestron” is shown as a bigger house than Cubister.
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Figure 7 25” OS map 1880 (NLS)
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The first ordnance survey maps were not drawn until the 1880s. There are maps of
1880 and 1882. The map of 1880 indicates ‘Hall of Clestron’. This shows that by this
date the main road was on the current line but with long straight tracks or roads
running axial with Hall of Clestrain to the north and south and the east-west tracks or
roads running off axis. The two pavilions are not shown precisely symmetrical but this
might be a surveying error. The walled garden is shown but with the only area laid
out for use being a northern strip of about 10 metres wide. Small structures are shown
at the west end of the north side of the north wall of the walled garden. Another
structure due east of Hall of Clestrain in the field to the north of the walled garden.
The steading is shown set as an angle to the grid around Hall of Clestrain, the roads
and the walled garden. This is the site of the current Hall of Clestrain steading. By 1880
it is clear that the surviving low walls existed around the Hall of Clestrain. There is a
suggestion of a porch on the north door. A well is shown in the field to the north of
Hall of Clestrain and due north of the walled garden about 10 metres north of the north
garden wall.

A standing stone is indicated in the field to the south west of Hall of Clestrain.

Hall of Clestrain is shown clearly on the map of 1902. In this case the same roads and
tracks are shown and roughly the same arrangement as shown on the previous map
around the walled garden and steading. As on the 1880s drawing there is a mill lade
sluice and mill dam to the east of the steading.

The historic maps do not indicate if the axial approach and the north-south axial
relationship with the landscape was part of the design of the house or if it is
contemporary with the possibly later grid of field enclosures around it.

Hatt of [ 1 "o

B
I

Figure 8 25” OS map 1902 (NLS)

Although the steading preserves the off-grid alignment of the steading is shown on
historic maps it seems that none of the buildings shown on the 1903 map survive in
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the current steading complex. The group of cottages to the north east of the steading
postdates 1903. A farm house which is due south of Hall of Clestrain was built in 1953
after Hall of Clestrain was damaged in a hurricane.

3.4 The Setting

Hall of Clestrain stands within a rectilinear arrangement of even sized fields which
seems to be a characteristic of some parts of the Orkney and Caithness landscape.
These landscapes might be associated with particular estates or a particular approach
in land management. The ‘squaring’ or rectilinear division is significant surviving
evidence but the landscape did not necessarily look the same way in the mid-18th
century when Hall of Clestrain was first built.

There might have been a greater amount and different kind of cultivation. Within the
walled garden would have been an area of cultivation. Thomson, W.P.L. (2008). The
New History of Orkney (Birlinn) refers to agricultural improvements of 1828 as
‘squaring’ the landscape?. Sheila Garson refers to Orcadian land changing beyond all
recognition by the introduction of agricultural improvements in the mid-19t century.
3 She describes farming in the 18th century being the old style which was little changed.
Field walls were part of the introduction of improved agriculture with the arable land
worked in the run-rig system. (See Sandy Fenton in the northern isles, Orkney and
Shetland 1978 40). The main crops before the construction of Hall of Clestrain were
oats and bere which were first fertilised with seaweed, turf and animal manure. The
construction of Hall of Clestrain was roughly contemporary with the introduction of
potatoes as a crop and, less successfully, turnips. Enclosed fields and walled gardens
were needed to introduce more vegetable crops and grass. Improvements introduced
single fields for a single purpose-different types of arable or livestock.

The location and route of the road is understood to have been between Hall of
Clestrain and the shore. There is an account of it passing across the line of the fields to
the west of Hall of Clestrain within living memory. But this road is not evident on the
ordnance survey maps of either the 1880s or 1902/3 but a map has been sourced which
proves that this track existed. A track is shown running close to the shore but this
might have been a means of access to the beach partly for gathering seaweed.

The landscape would have been without trees as it is now. The 1880s map does show
some bushes along the water course to the north east of Hall of Clestrain. It also shows
the rough moorland starting very close to the east of Hall of Clestrain immediately to
the east of the walled garden and the steading. At that stage, the improved and drained
land was largely between Hall of Clestrain and the sea or shore.

It is possible that the general character of the setting of Hall of Clestrain has changed
relatively little since its construction 250 years ago. The immediate surroundings
might have changed but anyone designing, building or occupying Hall of Clestrain
would have been strongly aware of the distant views particularly Scapa Flow to the

2
3 An Orcadian childhood: Orkney during the late 18t and early 19t centuries and how the

islands influence John Rae’s formative years. Sheila Garson, John Rae 200 conference
proceedings in New Orkney Antiquarian Journal volume 7 2014.
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south and west, of Hoy to the south west and of Stromness to the west. At that time,
perhaps the sea was busier with small boats and larger ships.

LL OF CLESTRALS
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Figure 10 Conjectural Restoration of appearance from the north west in the late 18th Century (S&B)
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When viewed from Hall of Clestrain, Stromness would have been an obvious place of
trade and prosperity. Our perception of the landscape of Hoy is influenced by the
Romantic Movement in Scotland promoted by the writings of Walter Scott and 19th
century artists. The perception of the builder, Patrick Honeyman when he built Hall
of Clestrain would have been different. A near contemporary map of Drummore
House in east Lothian shows that landscapes could be set out with an understanding
of a field of views towards various sites, both natural and antiquities. It is possible that
the best views being to the west influenced the positioning of the principal rooms in
the house; the drawing and dining rooms. It would also have influenced the
positioning of the subsidiary buildings which are aligned with the north corners of
Hall of Clestrain possibly to avoid blocking the views.

John Rae would have been aware of these views and the relationship of the gap
between Hoy and Stromness being a gateway to Canada for the Hudson’s Bay
Company. Stromness would have been a busy place with a herring fleet. Early
photographs show the harbour full of boats. This might have included boats for
whaling.

Scapa Flow has a long history as a haven for shipping rounding the North of Scotland
but is most famous as the base for the Royal Navy in two World Wars. It is the centre
of a recreational diving industry based around the wrecks of the German High Seas
Fleet: scuttled whilst interned at the end of World War I. Scapa Flow was the focus of
an HLF funded Landscape Partnership (2008).

Stromness grew to importance as a port in the eighteenth century and retains its
unique character of houses with piers on the waterfront. It was an important base for
the Hudson’s Bay Company and the last stopping off point for Atlantic crossings
during the Napoleonic Wars when sailing through the English Channel from East
Coast ports became dangerous and before the development of West Coast harbours.

Visible from Hall of Clestrain are the Hoy High (right) and Hoy Low lighthouses on
Graemsay designed by Alan Stevenson in 1851 and set against the backdrop of the
Hoy Hills which rise to 479m from sea level.

To the north lies Stenness Loch and the World Heritage Site around the Neolithic
monuments of Ring of Brodgar, Stones of Stenness and Maeshowe. The house was
built on the line of and aligned with the old road through Orphir. To the East of the
house lies the highest ridge of hills on the Orkney Mainland reaching 270m at Mid
Hill.

3.5 Walled Garden

There is no clear date for the walled garden at Hall of Clestrain. It is not clear when it
was constructed. It might have been part of the originally intended layout for Hall of
Clestrain and its surroundings or it might be an early 19th century response to the grid
set up by the axis to Hall of Clestrain to the south. It seems to be one of Orkney’s
biggest walled gardens;

Clestrain 150 x 90m
Balfour 75 x 55m

Melsetter 60 x 40m
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Binsgarth 30 x 20m
Trumland 55 x 50m
Kierfold 50 x 25m

The walled garden which contains a stone edged circular ornamental pond, now
considerably overgrown. A number of agricultural buildings of low quality have been
built against the north wall.

3.6 Account or Inventory

A list or inventory survives which marks the completion of the construction of Hall of
Clestrain in September 1769. It seems similar to a final account in today’s construction
process but it might have been part of the legal action to resolve a dispute. It is a means
where the builder, or the person organising the construction on behalf of the owner,
reports the final cost of the newly built house.

It is held in the Orkney Islands archives and has been transcribed by Fiona Gould, a
trustee of the JRS. The transcription of this account is included as an appendix.

There are various people mentioned in the account. Patrick Honeyman of Gramsay
was the owner, as we know. The other people involved seem to be lawyers based in
Kirkwall. The people mentioned at the end, Alexander Stewart and William Manson
seem to be the authors of the account rather than the joiner. It is possible that the joiner
was not able to write an account of this complexity and needed others to do it. Stewart
and Manson might have been surveyors similar to the current role of a quantity
surveyor.

The account is unclear in some cases because it refers to more levels than exist at the
Hall of Clestrain even including the upper attic level within the roof structure. The
number of windows is consistent with the surviving number of windows as is the
number of rooms or internal doors etc. on the basement floor. The account indicates
the uses of rooms on the ground floor or basement.

There is a reference to sash windows. The windows that survive in the building are
not of a profile that would be typical for 1769 so this suggests that the windows that
survive in the building are a second generation of sliding sash windows.

The ground floor account indicates that there were 7 sash windows. This matches the
number of windows that exist now have either opened or obviously blocked. There is
no account for the window under the forestair but that is unlikely to have been a sash
window.

In the basement, there were 6 doors but that does not necessarily mean that there were
6 rooms because some of the doors would have been cupboards. The names and uses
of some of the spaces in the ground floor were; wine cellar, kitchen, parlour and ‘milk
house’. The rooms were connected by a passage and there was storage for papers and
books, perhaps of significance, such as household accounts. Another cupboard is for
‘coaths’ - possibly the equivalent of a modern boot room.
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For the first, or principal, floor there is a note of 9 windows. There might be two ways
of counting the 9 windows depending on whether the window above the door is
included. If the window above the door is included in the 9 then this might suggest
that the central window on the north side was blocked from the start. It has an older
form of blocking than other blocked windows in house. However, the window above
the door is unlikely to have been a sash and case window.

The 5 hearth stones at this level is one more than the current building. There are traces
of 4 rooms plus the entrance hall on the first floor. The account tells us that there was
a drawing room and dining room as expected. Another room is named the ‘grain’
room. This might mean a painted finish to the walls which is grained to look like
timber.

There is reference to a second floor, third floor and garret. This is one more level than
the current building unless there were two levels of accommodation in the roof. The
second floor as described has 4 hearth stones suggesting 4 rooms, and 9 windows
which is much more than the 2 or 3 that could be suggested at the moment. The third
floor with 2 hearth stones and 3 windows sounds similar to the top floor that now
exists. The circular window does exist anywhere on the building currently and could
be a reference to a window in a pediment.

At the Garret floor, the word 'tympany' might refer also to the pediment. A tympanum
being the flat wall surface within the pediment. This term usually refers to as a
triangular shape but this is because most traditional classical pediments were
triangular. Where the account refers to the whole work of the roof of the tympany this
might mean the low pitch roof which would have extended back from a pediment to
meet the main south pitch.

The two agricultural buildings are referred to as the 'wings'. The account demonstrates
that the wings were built at the same time as the main house and are part of the full
architectural concept. There is a reference to 8 windows. This seems to be the total
number of windows in both buildings. Photographic records show that there were 4
windows facing the courtyard in each of the wings so this suggests that there were no
other windows on these blocks facing out from the courtyard or on the gables. There
is no record of window finishings for the small windows at high level on the south
facing gables that ca be seen on old photographs.

There are separate headings for the byre and the stables. This might refer to fitting out
of each wing, but they might have been separate buildings. The pigeon house, or
doocot, was a separate building that was constructed at the same time as the rest of
the group of buildings.

3.7 Pediment

All surviving photos of the building show the present appearance of the roof with an
Orkney slate covering, it is now generally accepted that this was not the original form.
A contemporary measurement account of the building found in the Orkney Archive
refers to a circular window at the “third” floor which supports the idea that there was
a pediment.
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Figure 11 Reconstruction of the original appearance of the Hall (S&B)

There is a record that a storm “destroyed the roof of the Hall in the 1790s. It is likely
that there would have been a shallow-pitched lead roof over the pediment which may
have been removed by the wind.

T

Figure 12 Fig 12. Gayfield House Edinburgh, 1765, General View and details of pediment (S&B)

The house bears a resemblance to Gayfield House in East London Street, Edinburgh.
This house was built around 1764 by Charles (d.1785) and William Butter, wrights and
was first occupied by the Earl of Leven. This timing makes it plausible that Clestrain
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was based on this new Edinburgh house: whether from a direct link with the Butters’
or a shared source in an Architectural pattern book.

3.8 Historic Photographs

Figure 13 Photograph after 1925 (JRS)

An image of Hall of Clestrain by Tom Kent dating from 1924 shows an image of the
east pavilion block. It was finished with a gable and was rubble built. It is difficult to
judge from the photograph but appears to have been taller than the current height of
the surviving west pavilion.

The Kent photographs are most interesting for the evidence of the pavilions. The
pavilions had symmetrical elevations facing into the courtyard. Each pavilion had a
central cross wall which contained flues. To either side of the central wall and facing
towards the courtyard was a ‘cottage’ arrangement of central door flanked by
windows so that there was a run of 6 openings on both the east face of the west pavilion
and the west face of the east pavilion.

Other indications from this photograph are that the chimney pots on the main house
have survived in their current arrangement for over 120 years. There were 2 roof lights
through the slated pitch to the second-floor level and a centrally placed roof light into
the loft. The harling looks to have been recently patched in places. The stone walls
built on the entrance steps are shown complete with copes passing down to circular
terminations.

On the south gable of the east block there was one window placed at an upper level
with its sill just below the wall head level on the east and west sides. To the south of
this building and to the east of Hall of Clestrain there was a lightweight shed or
possibly a peat stack.
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Figure 14 Photograph by Tom Kent 1924 (JRS)
3.9 20th Century History

Figure 15 Orkney communities Photograph 1935 (JRS)
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The building became the main residence for the farm of Hall of Clestrain which was
acquired by the Craigie family in 1925. It was occupied by them until 1952 when
Orkney was battered by an exceptional gale which destroyed the Orkney slate roof.
The family moved to a new farmhouse to the south, closer to the steading. The roof
was replaced with corrugated asbestos sheeting and the basement floor was converted
for used as a pigsty. Much of the interior woodwork has been cleared out.

3.10 Recent Proposals

Around 1990 Orkney Heritage Society sought to restore the Hall of Clestrain.
However, the proposals did not proceed due to concerns over the potential end use
conflicting with the needs of the farm. Around 2000 another attempt to restore
Clestrain was made by Orkney Building Preservation Trust, however a viable publicly
accessible use was not found and land ownership was again an issue and these
proposals also foundered.

In 2003 proposals were made for a museum to house the collection of small boats held
by Orkney Islands Council. A range of sites were examined. Clestrain was suggested
as an option and it was seen that there was a unique opportunity to link the museum
to the restoration of an extremely important historic building at risk. The space
available at Clestrain allowed the room to propose a new Boat Hall in conjunction with
the existing building without being to the detriment of the Hall or limiting new
development. The site was also ideal for a major visitor attraction being on the main
circuit of the Mainland of Orkney. Importantly, the owners also supported the
proposals.

Orkney Boat Museum was formed as a company limited by guarantee to take forward
the project. This scheme featured in the BBC Restoration programme in 2004.
Significant interest was generated and it received 15,000 votes. This impetus helped to
establish the Friends of Orkney Boat Museum.

An initial bid for a Heritage Lottery Fund Project Planning Grant in late 2007 was
successful, but the resulting Stage 2 bid was turned down in 2009 as it was thought
that the site, away from the water, was unsuitable for a Boat Museum. This effectively
ended the scheme.

A renewed approach was made to the Landmark Trust by Orkney Boat Museum to
establish whether the Hall could suitably be restored for their use. The Landmark
Trust was also very keen on the property having originally made an approach just
after the Restoration process had got underway. They commissioned an evaluation of
the Hall but this coincided with the financial crash in 2008 when the market for larger
self-catering properties was badly affected.

During this process the importance of the Hall has been made much better known, the
story of John Rae has become much more appreciated, and a large amount of work has
been done on recording the building, including traditional measured and 3D scanning
surveys, environmental, structural and condition surveys. Basic repairs to the roof
sheeting, support of failing structural elements and exclusion of birds have arrested
decay.

Orkney Boat Museum decided to disband but from this, two groups emerged: Orkney
Historic Boat Society and the John Rae Society. The former is pursuing the construction
of a ‘haven’ for surviving examples of Orkney’s traditional small wooden boats.
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To date the John Rae Society have achieved considerable success in both raising the
profile of John Rae and in raising funds to buy the Hall and towards its eventual
restoration. Alongside arranging a myriad of successful events, their principal success
has been in successfully purchasing the Hall and adjoining grounds which, in the past
has been a considerable barrier to development.

There are proposals to develop the network of public paths along the coast in this area.
Public toilets, parking and opportunities to link with public transport would be
needed.

HALL OF CLESTRAIN T N
Sale D8 A2
Orphir, Ovkney Shepwon & Beown  May 2000

Figure 16 Roof plan as existing (S5&B)
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4.0 UNDERSTANDING HALL OF CLESTRAIN: PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
4.1 Roofs

The roof is recorded as having been blown off in 1952. (It also blew off in the 18thC).
It is assumed that the slates previous to this date were Orkney slates. There may be
some evidence for the slates such as fragments surviving in the roof structure. The
roof is now covered in asbestos cement sheeting.

If there was a pediment on the main south facing elevation, it would have had a
shallower pitch than the main pitch. It is likely to not have had slates on it but a lead
deck. Further research might show precedents for the use of lead in buildings in 18th
century Orkney such as the roofs of St. Magnus Cathedral.

Since it is assumed that there was a lead deck behind the pediment it is possible that
the main ridge was also lead, but more likely that it would have followed the well-
established Orkney and 18th century vernacular precedent of cope stones cut to a
triangular profile with a lap over the top course of slates. It is possible that the ridge
stones that survive on the roof are the original ones placed back in position after the
asbestos cement sheeting was fitted.

The slating would have been laid according to the practice established for Orkney
slates. They are likely to have been single pegged onto battens. This is the construction
in the current outbuilding. The battens have diminishing widths as the slates get
smaller as they rise up the pitch. It is possible that the slates would have been pegged
to the battens rather than nailed. Scottish practice would have been to single peg with
some cheek nailing or pegging every few courses.

The roof structure survives in remarkably good condition. It is a double collared roof
built without lateral timbers at wall head level. The timbers meet the wall head with
an ashlar post. This is a form of construction expected in pre-18th century buildings.
The roof design is similar to the construction one might find in a 15th or 16th century
castle. It is pegged and there are numerous notches and changes which indicate the
position of partitions. They also indicate the position that laths were fitted directly to
the underside of the rafters to support the plaster finish of the attic interior.

There are 19 trusses or couples. The main rafters are assembly marked with a saw. The
timbers appear to be pit sawn rather than circular sawn. This is as expected in an 18th
century roof structure. The ashlar posts are not consistent on the south side. Together
with the documentary evidence, this suggests that there was an additional pediment
structure above the base of the rafters on this wall. It is not clear if there is a wall plate
but normally ashlar post construction predates the introduction of wall plates later in
the 18th century when machine sawn timbers became available.

In the collars towards the east end a dwang has been introduced to allow enough space
for a steep stair or ladder to give access to the attic space between the upper and lower
collars. There is some evidence of nail holes for laths on the underside of the upper
collars and on the underside of the rafters but not on all of the rafters or the same
rafters that universally have the positions of nails for laths at the main second floor
level. It seems likely that this loft was inhabited although there is no sign of a separate
fireplace or windows.

It is possible that the loft level was finished with paper or boards which would have
needed nails at less frequent centres than laths.
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4.2 Chimneys

The chimneys are built of rubble with ashlar quoins at the north and south ends. They
were designed to be harled and some harling remains on the south face of the west
chimney. The loss of harl on the west gable of the west chimney exposes particularly
beautiful masonry construction using flat rubble stones between extended inband
quoins. The chimney has a projecting course with an ashlar blocking course above.
The ashlar stone has a stugged finish which might also suggest that the render was
carried over the top stones. Normally the purpose of the projecting stones is to protect
the upper edge of the harl coat.

Figure 17 Hall of Clestrain: west and east chimneys (S&B)

Each chimney has 5 flues. Close up physical investigation might reveal more about the
history of the flues. This evidence could tell which flues were used for cooking.

The departure from strict symmetry in the west and east gables seems not to be
associated with flue positions. On the west side it is controlled by the intention to have
a symmetrical arrangement of windows within the north-west room.

4.3 South Front

This is the principal designed front of Hall of Clestrain. It is the front which had a
landscape layout of a strong straight axial approach which was possibly also the public
road. Sometimes straight lines in 17th and 18th century Scottish architecture are
aligned on particular features. Not necessarily hills but sometimes points of
antiquarian interest such as tombs. The alignment at Hall of Clestrain seems to point
to the gap between Hoy and South Walls and so it is possible that it is not on a
significant historical alignment. This front is a carefully designed and proportioned
composition. To some extent it takes a lead from Palladian architecture in the design
of villas. The building look smaller than it is. It is designed as a discreet and elegant
pavilion. The embanking up to the steps and the route into the building at the first
floor level means that only the principal storey is fully expressed. It is possible that the
basement was more visible in the past and that the walls on either side of the stair are
recent introductions where there would have been an embankment before.

Hall of Clestrain, Orkney - Conservation Plan 23



: i ‘w

Mg lM‘ | | ”‘ “

10 P "! 1! Il

‘-.Htl AN IJLu JIM' L "ﬂi “']ml'[WWI il ;

L Soath Hievatiore As Existing  Scale 150 @ AS Stxpoen & Brawn May 2539

Figure 18 Hall of Clestrain, South Elevation as existing (drawn 1989) (S&B)

The windows at ground floor level are at the same height as the windows on the main
first floor. They have been infilled with stone and concrete slip sills, possibly during
the early 20t century. The windows are formed with inbound and outbound rybats
and single stone sills. The course heights are not even and the bed joints do not run
through on the same level to either side of each window. Smaller stones have been
introduced at the top of the sides of the windows to provide the lintels to the basement
windows.

The central part of the front of the house is advanced by about 100mm. To either side
is a panel of ashlar. This has a 10mm raised margin which looks as if it is intended to
receive harl. It might well be that the ashlar was not intended to be seen particularly
at first floor level and that it was simply easier to build these sections in ashlar rather
than rubble, in a similar way to the ends of the chimneys. When close inspection is
needed to look for fragments of harl on these surfaces. Even if these surfaces were not
harled it is probable that they were lime washed along with the finish of the rest of the
wall.
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Figure 19 Hall of Clestrain, South Elevation, Conjectural Restoration (S&B)
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Figure 20 Hall of Clestrain: details of door surround (S&B)

The central door case is slightly wide in proportion. It possibly had double doors. It
has lugged architraves with a fairly flat moulding. The architrave is a typical architrave
moulding with a flat outer edge with a lamb’s tongue moulding within and then a
beaded moulding close to the opening. It has the character of a moulding that has been
taken from a pattern book but the way that the lug has been created and the even
recession of the mouldings suggests a lack of familiarity with classical profiles. There
are blocks at the foot of each architrave. The lintel contains stools for the window over
the door. This door design with a window over it is one of the most characterful parts
of the design of Hall of Clestrain. The door is not particularly tall. The window might
have been intended to provide a reasonable amount of light into the entrance hall
because the door would have been solid. The over door light might also have been
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considered to be the right proportion for a 6 pane fixed light although it would not
have been the same proportion as the 6/6 sash windows to either side. The door
arrangement is surmounted by a projecting cornice which again has a slightly naive
pattern book character. The cornice oversails the ends of the margins of the window
below in a way which is characterful but not quite ‘correct’.

Figure 21 Hall of Clestrain: south front (S&B)

The general wall masonry is rubble, which was clearly intended to be covered with
harl. Various dates of harl survive. There would be enough on this surface to analyse
the history of lime coverings on this wall. More evidence might be available from
behind the walls which have been built on top of the stairs.

The stringcourse above the first floor and offset course above the basement have been
carefully designed according to a considered arrangement of proportions. These
horizontal elements are a pleasing and successful part of the design. The mason has
given careful consideration to the way that the string course has broader blocks
projecting further where they intersect with the vertical corner bands. There is further
carefully considered detailing at the offset course where the 45 -degree angle of the
weathering on the upper side of the offset course is mitred out by 10mm. Many masons
would not have bothered with this additional detailing.

The moulding on the capital blocks might be the extension of the original cornice
detail, which extended across the full width of the wall.

To the east of the stair are hooks possibly for rainwater pipes and one without a
rainwater pipe survives. There are channels cut through the stringcourse which might
indicate the position of a former rainwater pipe before the pipe that survives now.

4.4 Pediment

The evidence for a pediment is on the second floor where there is clear evidence of a
window set centrally above the door and also a documentary record of a circular
window. This seems the only position where a circular window could have been
located. The loss of the pediment has been associated with the anecdote that a storey
was lost from Hall of Clestrain in a 1790s storm. The gable form on the east and west
gables and the wall head on the north side are all entirely convincing mid-18th century
detailing and consistent with the rest of the build and so the only part which could
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have changed would be the head of the south wall. The ashlar post construction on the
north wall shows that there could never have been an extension upwards on the north
side.

There is no evidence for the shape of the upper edge of the pediment. The similarity
between this design and Gayfield House in Edinburgh, which also has a central
circular window, gives a reasonable precedent for a pediment of Palladian proportion
and design. It is possible that the pediment and elevation design are based on an
architectural book illustration but at the moment the pediment shape is a best or
reasonable guess rather than being based on solid evidence.

There is a balance of design significance and fabric significance that must be
considered in restoration. This is considered in the policies part of this conservation
plan.

4.5 Forestair

The survival of this stair is another tremendous asset at Hall of Clestrain. It is similar
to many stairs which would have led to smaller country houses throughout Britain but
many have been altered. The stair has seven risers in ashlar sandstone cut with a
bullnose and fillet. They were originally parallel with the house but have been pushed
outwards due to general distortion. The step at the front door also has a bullnose and
fillet but is slightly less tall and has a more refined design. It is possible that the stairs
were built by a different mason than the finer dressed work on the south front of the
house.

Figure 22 Hall of Clestrain: details of forestair (S&B)

Above the seventh step, two slabs have been inserted which form a further step. These
are not original but might suggest that there was a further step next to the step at the
base of the door. There would have been paving flush with the level of the 7th step.
This is seen on the east side of the stair below the wall that has been built on top of it.
There are three paving stones visible and they were originally finished with the same
bullnose and fillet but this has been cut off presumably at the time that the wall was
built on top of the stair. On the west side this was a single slab.
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At the western end of the lower step is the survival of a beautiful spiral which probably
reflected the wreath shape of the iron handrail directly above it. It is not cut to a perfect
spiral which suggests that it was drawn by eye rather than plotted mathematically.
The base of the newel post at the foot of the iron handrail survives. The socket can be
seen at the equivalent stones to the east. Where the wall that was built on top has been
lost, further sockets can be seen, one per stone thread. The removal of the walls built
on these stone threads will reveal more and it would be possible to reinstate a metal
handrail with the design developed from 18th century precedents elsewhere

4.6 Areas

In front of the house are lowered areas possibly originally for drainage with stone
retaining walls to the south. These have rough half round copes. In design terms these
walls could be considered to be a distraction and it is possible that this masonry was
originally finished level with the ground. Alternatively, they could have been
introduced to replace banks.

This is an area which needs some archaeological investigation. The walling is clearly
secondary and needs physical investigation.

4.7 West Gable

On the west gable the stringcourse and offset course of the South front are brought
across the elevation. But it is clear that this gable was not intended to be as prominent
from a distance. The horizontal proportions were carried across to form the right
context for the main south front. The key evidence for this is the asymmetrical or slight
divergence from strict symmetry in the placement of the windows. The window at the
centre and the north have been placed so that they are correctly symmetrical on the
room inside. This demonstrates that the symmetry of the inside mattered more than
the external symmetry on this elevation and on the north elevation.

il
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Figure 23 Hall of Clestrain: west wall (S5&B)

The construction and detailing is similar to the south front. The gables are finished
with flat sandstone copes, which do not appear to be checked under stones at the
chimney but have a check formed for them at the skewputt stone. Below the skewputt
stone is a cavetto shape which was the design at all 4 corners of the house. The capital
block at north-west corner is missing.
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The harling on this wall appears to be a cement harl, which will cover any traces of an
earlier harl. The harling has also been taken over the concrete blockwork infill of the
southern of the basement windows, which dates it to the mid-20th century. The three
basement windows are the same height as the original height of the basement
windows on the south side. These are unusually large for windows which will
probably have been associated with a service area. The three windows at this level
have been blocked in three different campaigns with the central window blocked in
rubble and pointed in cement. The south window filled with blockwork flush with the
outside wall. The north window is blocked but allowing a recess. The first-floor
windows have been blocked with blockwork presumably after 1952. The window to
the second floor has a different proportion from the windows below. It is taller in
proportion. The surviving window is a 6/6 upper sash but with lying panes.

4.8 North Wall

This wall has the same architectural detail as the gables. The ground appears to have
been built up since the windows were probably the same height as the windows on
the other sides. The door and windows at basement level do not have the pronounced
raised margins as on the other three walls at this level. The door moulding has an older
character with a simple 10-15mm quarter round detail which is mitred onto the lintel.
It is possible that these mouldings were salvaged from the previous Hall of Clestrain.
The window mouldings also have the same quarter round and are also mitred onto
the lintels. At basement level, the lack of a margin does not mean that the wall was not
harled but it might have been more roughly finished. Quite extensive areas of harl
survive. Some of this harl might be from the original build.

Figure 24 Hall of Clestrain: north wall (S&B)

The first floor has 3 window positions. As with the basement windows these also do
not have raised margins and neither do the quoins. This change in masonry detailing
indicates that this north side of the building was definitely considered to be the back.
It was not intended to be seen by people who cared about fine masonry detailing.
However, from a distance the stringcourses and orderly arrangement of openings
would have made the appropriate impression.

The first-floor window is off centre for the same reason as the windows on the west
gable. This position seems to have guided the position of the basement door below it,
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which is also off centre. The two basement windows have been blocked with rubble
masonry and concrete slip sills have been introduced.
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Figure 25 Hall of Clestrain: window details (S&B)

6/6 sliding sash windows survive. These might be original although the thin profile
of the astragals would have been Edinburgh fashion for the 1770s and 1780s. They
seem a little narrow for Orkney in 1769 and so it is possible that they are fairly early
replacements for sash windows which had thicker astragals. The 6/6 proportion looks
to be right for these windows. It was the proportion that the windows were designed
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to hold so that each pane had a roughly golden section alignment. In fact, the
alignment is slightly more vertical than the golden section but this was probably the
proportion that was intended.

4.9 East Gable

The design, detailing, stringcourses etc. are all similar to the west gable. This gable was
also asymmetrical but with the central windows shifted to the south rather than the
north as on the west gable. This is presumably controlled by the planning of the
window on the first, principal, floor where this window would be placed in the right
position to light the closet.

Figure 26 Hall of Clestrain: east wall (S&B)

The basement windows are similar to the south and west sides. The northern basement
window has a stone bridge built into it. This elevation is the only side where dummy
windows have been used to provide an even arrangement of windows. On the first
floor both north and south windows are dummies and must always have been so. The
north central window may have been blocked and a wood-lined cupboard inserted in
this position. The south window would have been crossed by the stair and the north
window would have crossed over the fireplace position in the north east room. On the
basement floor the south window was probably always a dummy due to the position
of stair. Staining inside the north window suggests that it was once an opening.

When harling is removed from these openings it is possible that a flat plastered surface
will be revealed. Dummy windows in buildings of this date often had the glazing bar
pattern painted with black painted on the position to imitate positions of the glass.
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Figure 27 Hall of Clestrain: Section looking west as existing (S&B)
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Figure 28 Hall of Clestrain; Section looking west, conjectural restoration (S&B)
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410 Second Floor

The second floor, or attic, has survived as a single large space within the roof with
windows in the gable to the east and west. There was a further window to the south
passing through the presumed pediment. There is evidence of 3 fireplaces which
indicates at least 3 apartments at this level. However, with two fireplaces on the west
gable but only one window this suggests that one of the rooms did not have a window.
It might have had light through a roof light. It will be possible to determine the position
of partitions from the marks on the underside of collars and rafters.
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Figure 29 Hall of Clestrain: Second floor survey as existing (S&B)

The finishing of plaster on riven lath is evident throughout this space. Some remnants
of plaster survive on the hard on the walls. The fireplace on the east wall retains its
stone surround. This is a typical 18th century surround for a secondary room with an
inset into the lintel with curved corners. The ashlar posts do not appear to have the
same fixings for lath as the underside of the collars or rafters. This suggests that the
plaster was either finished between ashlar posts, leaving them visible, or more likely
there were boards fixed over the front face of the ashlar posts.

A Norwegian shipping mark has been noted on one of the roof timbers.
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Figure 30 Hall of Clestrain: second floor interior (S&B)

Between each ashlar post are timbers extending up from the wall head. On the south
side, these timbers are brought across the more crudely finished timbers on this side.
The ashlar post timbers on this side are not constructed in the same way and do not
have timber pegs. They look secondary and might date from the time that the
pediment was removed. Presumably, they relate to a time when this roof had to be
rebuilt following the loss of the pediment. The fixings between timbers are iron rather
than timber pegs as seen on the north wall.

At the head of the stair the design of the roof structure is similar to elsewhere but
without ashlar posts. Ashlar posts in this position would have cut across the form of
the stair and would have been visible from the first floor below. The way that ashlar
posts have been avoided in this part of the roof suggests that they were not intended
to be seen elsewhere. A ceiling has been introduced over the stair at a lower level than
the collars and some remnants of lath and plaster have survived in this position.

411  Stair

The survival of the pencheck stair at Clestrain is particularly important. The stair
carries a huge amount of evidence of the way that the building was used. At the head
of the stair seven wrought iron balusters have survived. These are iron. Each has 3 iron
scrolls attached. Two on the upside and one on the low side so that the scrolls intersect.
This handrail is quite primitive in construction compared with the fine quality of the
masonry detailing. It is an extraordinarily precious survival. It should be retained and
used as the template for replacement handrail further down the stair. The stair treads
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have bullnoses and fillets just like the steps up to the main door. Each flight turns
through 180 degrees with a fairly crudely formed and uneven set of steps around the

curve.

Figure 31 Hall of Clestrain: stair at second floor level (S&B)

This is a characteristic 18th century stair constructed with a pencheck cut at the junction
of each tread and riser. In a true pencheck stair, the location of the stone into the wall
stops the stone rotating but the weight and the load of the stair is transferred from each
step to the step below so that the step at the foot of the stair bares the load of the full
flight. This particular stair is an unwittingly audacious example because the stone at
the foot is founded on timber rather than stone. Although the stair uses pencheck
construction it seems unlikely that it actually operates structurally as a pencheck stair.
This appears to be a cantilever stair in the way that a stair would have been constructed
in a vernacular building.

The sockets for the handrail are evident. In many places it has been the cause of
breaking away of the return bullnose at the end of each stair. On the full width stair in
the straight flights, there are 2 sockets per stair.

At first floor level there has been a slight design compromise where the stair rises
above the level of the sill of the window which lights this part of the stair. An
additional stone has been introduced as a raised sill.

412  First Floor

This was the principal floor of the building. It contained the apartments for polite
living. It is these apartments which will have the greatest associative historic
significance because these are the rooms that John Rae would have known, where
important conversations have taken place and decisions made.

Despite substantial stripping out of the interior, there is still almost complete evidence
or the former appearance of these rooms. This is partly due to the survival of the
floorboards, which contain the sockets for partitions. The ceiling timbers also indicate
socket positions. From this, the exact location of the original partitions can be
understood.

Hall of Clestrain, Orkney - Conservation Plan 35



N e

B v srenseon |

B L - ] | A

’

! .
HALL OF CLESTRAIN : Trincipal Fooc Plaes Ay Bxisting
Soale LSO® A
Orphir, Orkney ‘ Smpon & Togwn My 00

Figure 32 Hall of Clestrain, Principal floor survey as existing (S&B)
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Figure 33 Hall of Clestrain, Principal floor; possible original uses of rooms (S&B)
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Inside the front door was an entrance hall which is about 3m square. The wall to the
west was quite close to the door leaving enough space for a square room to the west.
As you entered the door you would have been faced with two similar architrave doors.
The one directly in front was to the largest room at this level and the door to the right
would have led to the apartment in the north east corner of the plan. The position of
doors on the west wall will probably be indicated by the position of sockets in the floor
but these floorboards are currently covered with boards. To the east of the entrance
hall is the stair leading up to the second floor and down to the basement. The stair was
better lit than the entrance hall with a full 6/6 window into it. The entrance hall was
lit from the window above the entrance doors. There is a hook in the ceiling of the
entrance hall which would have held a lantern. These partitions are now quite visible
as the coverings are no longer there.

Figure 34 Hall of Clestrain: first floor interior (S&B)

The uses of the rooms at this level cannot be fully understood unless there is
documentary evidence. There may be some clues. It was customary to arrange the
principal apartments on one level in an 18t century house of status. The dining room
and drawing room would have roughly equal sides but it was generally the case that
the dining room would be closer to the main door than the drawing room. The dining
room was used for business and considered to be the male domain. The drawing room
would be set further away from the door to emphasise that one had to proceed further
through the house to reach it. It would be generally the room for women.
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The difference between the character and use of the two rooms was usually
emphasised in their scheme of decoration. The character of the dining room would
suggest pedigree and linage with darker walls and family portraits. By contrast, the
drawing room would be brighter, more fashionable and more forward looking in its
decoration. Also, at this level it was customary to have the principal bed chamber. It
would have needed a closet room next to it for dressing and washing.

This expected arrangement seems to be reflected at Clestrain. The room to the south
west is more likely to be the dining room than the room to the north-west. Its window
faced the approach towards the house and would have been more public than the
room to the north-west. It would also have a more direct relationship to the stair down
to the probable position for the kitchen in the basement, although proximity to services
does not seem to have mattered too much in 18th century planning. Food would have
been delivered into the dining room and could have been served from a buffet table
against one wall.

18th century planning also used a sequence of rooms, derived from a palace or a great
house of state. It would start from the smallest and most intimate - the closet, through
the bedchamber, then the drawing room and then the dining room. In this case at
Clestrain this seems to be the arrangement in an anticlockwise arrangement looking
down on plan.

The most important room in the house was the room to the north-west. This interior
design of this room was sufficiently important to require careful symmetry on at least
its west and north walls and possibly its south wall as well, with doors set close to the
south west and south east corners. The lintel rail for the south east door survives.
There may be timber socket positions that show the position of a door to the south
west but this part of the floor is currently hidden by the timber underneath the props.
The east wall of this room appears to have been blank because the socket positions do
not indicate a position for a door, but this conclusion would be reconsidered when the
boards have been cleaned for closer inspection. This room also had the largest of the
four fireplaces at this level. There is a hook in the ceiling, presumably for a chandelier.

It seems likely that this most important room was the drawing room. It was far better
lit than the other rooms with four large windows. This would have provided an
exceptionally well-lit room in the 18th century. Well-lit rooms went out of fashion
during the 19t century when direct sunlight was mistrusted and this might explain
the blocking of one of the windows on the north side.

The room to the north east was probably the bedchamber. Its extent is visible both
from post positions on the floor and also a vertical mark in the surviving remnants of
plaster on the walls. This room had one window, as befits a bedchamber, and a
fireplace set close to centre of its east wall. The bed would not necessarily have been
the same size as current beds but its position would probably have been opposite the
fireplace, against the west wall of the room.
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Figure 35 Hall of Clestrain: Details of sockets showing positions of partitions at first floor level (S&B)

The closet or dressing room was set between this principal bedroom and the stair. It
had its own large east-facing window. It also had a smaller fireplace than the other
rooms, set at an angle against the stone cross wall of the stair. It seems possible that
this fireplace had an arched head although this shape might be the result of inserting
a Victorian cast iron fireback with an arched head.

Figure 36 Hall of Clestrain: remnants of paint finishes at first floor level (S&B)

The inside faces of the outside masonry walls are exposed on all sides. The floor
construction is clear when viewed from its underside. The depth of the building is too
great to be spanned by single joists running north south. They had to be lapped over
abeam. The beam is carefully located to be on line with the partitions. The carpenter’s
diagonal finishing of the timbers is evident in some timbers to the south of the beam
but is not seen on any timbers to the north. This difference in finish suggests that some
timbers have been recycled from another building. In the eastern part of the house to
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the north of the stair, the position of the beam changes so that it can be in line with the
partitions between the bedroom and the closet. There might also have been a need to

Figure 37 Hall of Clestrain: details of joinery and plaster at first floor level (S&B)

It is remarkably fortunate that just enough detail of the interior detailing is preserved
in the surviving partitions. Most of this detail survives in the entrance hall. Evidence
survives for the architraves, skirting faces, skirting moulding, dado profile, and corner
beads. The cornice does not survive but it could be assumed to be a similar moulding
to the moulding used above the central door on the south elevation. The partitions
appear to have been faced with board rather than plaster towards the entrance hall
although the ceilings were finished with plaster. The other rooms had plaster walls
which survives in places. It has had boards fitted over the upper surface. The height
of the cornice can be determined from marks on the beams and the plaster walls of the
closet.

As well as providing the appropriate mouldings for joinery reinstatement, these
original timbers will contain evidence of the original paint colours. Paint colour
research should provide a lot of evidence of the history of paint colours in this
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building. Some of the plaster, particularly around the stair, seems to retain a blue
colour although it should be noted that this might have started as an entirely different
colour and faded to the current colour.

The faces of the fireplaces have been stugged. This indicates that a timber, or possibly
marble, surround had been applied. It seems more likely that the fireplace had timber
surrounds. The stone fireplace has an elegant bead moulding. They have been filled
later to change them to 19t century and 20t century heat sources. The removal of this
infill is likely to reveal significant evidence. The bedroom fireplace has fixing points
for a timber chimney piece to be fixed. The evidence of the dining room fireplace is
largely lost.

413 Basement

The stair down to the basement has a similar detail to the stairs above. It has survived
in better condition, possibly because it did not have an iron baluster handrail. It seems
possible that there was no guard rail at all on this flight of stairs. It was possibly
considered that servants did not need to be protected from falling. The amount of
wear on these stones is also of interest. There is heavy wear at the lower stones on the
flight, less on the upper stones. One reading of this is that there was limited access for
adult servants who could hand up food and other goods to house servants, who had
lighter footwear, at the mid height of the stair.
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Figure 38 Hall of Clestrain: Basement Plan (S&B)
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The basement is the most altered part of the interior of the house. Its floor has been
raised with a concrete floor inserted and the walls of pigsties built in concrete block
finished with plaster. More evidence will be revealed when this concrete is taken away
and when the concrete finishing of the walls is removed.

There is little evidence of partition positions in the ceiling timbers. The main point of
interest in these timbers is the different periods of construction. The timbers to the
east are darker and are pit-sawn. They pass across to a beam which does not divert
away from the lintel of a window as noted on the level above. The construction to
support the hearths of the two fireplaces to the east is visible. The use of iron straps to
hold the boards which in turn support the mortar and stone hearths is an unusual
detail. The under face of some of the joists are adzed rather than sawn. The same
unusual mix of conversion applies to the timbers around the base of the stair, although
some of the undersides are pit-sawn. The timbers used for the north western part are
much more roughly cut and, in some cases, have an adzed finish on both the side faces
and under faces. This mix of timbers almost certainly indicates that timbers have been
recycled from another building for the mid-18t century construction of Hall of
Clestrain.
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Figure 39 Hall of Clestrain: basement interior (S&B)

The five-flue chimney to the west suggests that there was only one fireplace at the
basement level in this gable. It might be speculated that this single fireplace to the
west was the main kitchen fireplace but its position will not be known until the cement
covering to the wall is removed. There is evidence of a stove and other heaters in this
position.

The squint openings to the western window on the south side suggest an alteration.
These windows retain late 18th century sashes which have no paint surviving on them.

Under the forestair is a chamber. Its use was sufficiently important to deserve a
window in the wall supporting the stair to the east. A mangle has been stored in this
space but there is also a remnant of a timber cut to a rounded profile which has the
character of a winding beam. It seems possible that there was a well in this space. The
position of a well on a central axis might be significant. It would have been unlikely
to build Hall of Clestrain without knowing that there was a well in this position so it
is possible that the well is the reason for the exact location of Hall of Clestrain rather
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than a fortuitous discovery. The main drainage from the floor drains around the
pigsties has been taken through this space.

Some pieces of balustrade from the stair are stored in the basement, as well as two
identical forged iron door hooks. The spiral ends represent those on the outside steps
and continue the theme if spirals on the balustrade. One of these hooks was found in
the mud by the basement door. The other in amongst rotted wood by the main door.

414 West Outbuilding

This is a well-constructed building that formed one of two flanking pavilions for Hall
of Clestrain. These pavilions enclosed a courtyard to the rear of the main house. The
south wall has been substantially altered with the insertion of a wide doorway and the
corners have been built up to form shoulders for a concrete beam which supports the
sliding door mechanism. The gable above this has been built in blockwork. There is
a tradition that this building was taller originally. The side walls are neatly finished
immediately above the lintels of a cart opening on the east side and a window on the
west side.
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Figure 40  Analysis and reconstruction of West Pavilion (S&B)

There is evidence for the original form of the building on the north gable. Within the
gable is a blocked opening. The lintel survives. This seems to have been a rubble
construction. The corner stones are finely formed and dressed. The dressed stones
continue up to form the gable. They have been capped with a layer of concrete but the
dressed stones suggest that a gable was in this position at some point in the history of
the building.
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Figure 41 Hall of Clestrain: west pavilion (S&B)

On the east side, facing the court, there are more openings. The openings are smaller
than the single opening to the west. The cart opening to the southern end of this east
wall has an extraordinarily long narrow stone lintel which has survived without
cracking. It could not have supported further masonry above it but it could have been
replaced following the removal of an upper storey. Further north on this wall, there
are three domestic scale openings that form a cottage front of a door flanked by two
windows. These openings have pencil rounds which are received with mitres on the
lintel and have weathering on the sill. Timber boards have been used to block the
windows. There are some historic paint finishes on the surfaces of these boards.

The roof structure of this building is a single-collared close set truss using circular
sawn timbers nailed together.
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Figure 42 Conjectural Restoration of section looking west and east side of west pavilion (S&B)

There is a change of construction at mid-length on the west wall. At the southern 8m,
the masonry at the wallhead is built up around the base of the rafters. To the north
the rafter bases are left clear as they are on the full length of the east wall. The north
wall appears to have been constructed on two different dates with a thicker wall up to
a height of about 2.5 m and the gable being constructed as a wall which is about 75
mm recessed on the inner face. The amount of plaster on the inner face of the wall
suggests that the northern part of this building was intended to be habitable while the
south part was for agricultural use. The windows in the east wall appear to be original
to the wall but the larger window in the west wall appears to have been inserted.

Figure 43 Hall of Clestrain: interior of west pavilion (S&B)
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415 East Outbuilding

Only part of one wall of this pavilion survives. It is indicated on maps as being the
same footprint and bearing the same dimensional relationship to Hall of Clestrain, as
the west pavilion. The surviving wall is about 1.2 m high. There is evidence of various
openings which have been filled with mass concrete. The position of the south east
corner is evident, with the cornerstones surviving. The north east corner is also
evident. This outward face of the wall, facing east, appears to have been broken by
only one opening about 1m wide within its southern jamb about 2.5m from the south
east corner. Ivan Craigie found a well in the Low Dykes field, which would have
served this building.

Figure 44 Hall of Clestrain: remnant of east pavilion (5&B)

Between the east and west pavilions there are remains of stonework in the courtyard.
Upright curbing, level flagstones and metalling survive there. At the door impressive
slabs lead into the courtyard and further curbing exists. This whole area should be
archaeologically excavated so the functions of this important external area can be
thoroughly interpreted. Archaeological works during summer 2020 revealed a stone
stair descending to the north door. A huge drain was inserted to either side of it. Water
passed beneath the bottom step over carved gutter stones. These gutters passed all
around the hall building, but have been upturned, probably when the retaining wall
was constructed. It is probable that the main drain from the sunken areas at the foot of
the walls will have led from the middle of the west gable, downhill towards Scapa
Flow.

416  Agricultural building

This building against the north wall of the walled garden. It is built of mass concrete
and has a low pitch lean-to asbestos cement sheeted roof.

417  Archaeological evidence of other buildings

There appears to be archaeological evidence, including some stones, that indicates the
position of a building to the east of the east pavilion. Buildings in this position are also
indicated on the 1880 ordnance survey map.

418  Storage shed

This building is probably of similar age and construction as the shed against the north
wall of the walled garden. It is used for storage.
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419 Temporary timber buildings

These structures are in the court area to the north of Hall of Clestrain.
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Figure 45 Hall of Clestrain, Site plan as existing (S&B)
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4.20 North wall of Courtyard

This is a rubble-built wall with half circle copes. There is a wide gateway which is on
axis with the Hall of Clestrain. It has been widened with a reinforced concrete gate
pier to the east. The wall bends southwards to the east of the gateway. The eastern part
of the wall is a concrete block wall roughly built and possibly indicating the position
of a former building.

The wall is in fairly poor condition and would need to be substantially rebuilt.

4.21 Field Wall to West

This is a wall of less than a metre high with copes formed with flat stones dressed to a
triangle.

4.22 Walled Garden

The walled garden is not part of the ownership of the John Rae Society. It is clearly a
significant part of a group of structures that comprises the historic Hall of Clestrain
site. It is an unusually large walled garden measuring about 150m x 90m. A blockwork
farm building measuring about 16x3m has been built into the north west corner. The
wall survives a fairly even height of around about 3 metres throughout. There is no
obvious sign of a cope. It is possible that the copes have been removed from the wall
at some point in the past. The upper parts of the wall are in decay.

An initial archaeological survey revealed hotbeds, cobbled paths made from beach
stones from the shore, a gateway with paving and a stone post support. There is a
round ornamental sandstone pool and other features.
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5.0 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
5.1 Introduction
The Burra Charter provides the following definition of cultural significance:

Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for
past, present or future generations. Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself,
its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, records, related places and related
objects.4

Significance is a specific heritage term. It is defined in the National Planning Policy
Framework (2012), which while only applicable in England, reflects the understanding
of this term in Scotland:

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its
heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or
historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence,
but also from its setting.>

The following assessment of the heritage value of Clestrain is based upon an analysis
and understanding of the historical development of the site, including the tangible
documentary and physical evidence, as well as intangible historical, and social
associations expressed in previous sections of the conservation plan.

The assessment of significance establishes the importance of the building as a place of
cultural heritage. In order to establish parameters for appropriate and sensitive reuse
of the building and site, whilst respecting the historic fabric, the grading of significance
will help to identify key elements of the buildings, as well as those which may be of
an intrusive nature - that is, those that adversely impact upon the appreciation of
elements of greater significance and should be removed or changed.

5.2 Historical significance
5.2.1 What is historical significance?

Historical significance encompasses the importance of the relationship of a site to the
evolving pattern of our cultural or natural history or has a strong or special association
with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in our history.

A site may have historical significance because it has influenced, or has been
influenced by, a historical figure, event, or activity, or as the site of an important event.
For any given place, the significance will be greater where evidence of the association
or event survives in situ, or where the setting is substantially intact, than where it has
been changed or evidence does not survive. However, some events or associations
may be so important that the place retains significance regardless of subsequent
treatment.

4 Marquis-Kyle P. & Walker M. The illustrated Burra Charter: good practice for heritage
places (Australia ICOMOS: 2004). p. 11

5 National Planning Policy Framework, Annex 2: Glossary (Department of Communities and
Local Government, 2012)
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5.2.2 Historical illustrative significance at Clestrain

Hall of Clestrain is both a unique example of a Scottish house of status but is also a
highly evocative illustration of Scottish 18t century design and social structure.

In terms of construction the building is interesting because it lags behind the ambition
of the architectural design. The ashlar post roof structure would be a common
construction technique in a tower house over the previous 200 years. The house is
designed on a square plan despite the problem that timbers of sufficient length would
not be available from Orkney. The building contains evidence of timbers being reused
from previous buildings. Some timbers have been sawn in a pit and others have an
adzed finish. In other comparable, Western Seaboard, houses such as Seaforth Lodge
at Stornoway, it can be proven that timbers were sourced from Baltic States because
they were easier to deliver across the North Sea than they were to be transported from
mainland Scotland. In this way, the fabric of Hall of Clestrain illustrates the
remarkable history of trade between the Orkneys and the countries around the North
Sea. The Hall of Clestrain will be one of the earliest buildings in Orkney to have been
built with a wider span than the length of available timbers. It is a timber structure of
beams running east/west so that the ends of the overlapping beams to the north and
south are supported.

The reason for this innovative square plan is to provide the appropriate apartments
for an 18th century house of status, on the principal floor level. Although most of the
partitions have been stripped out, there is enough evidence left to show the
distribution of the rooms, their function, their inter-relationship and their detailing
and appearance. This is all remarkably valuable evidence in Scottish 18t century
architecture. The history of use of the building is also instructive; the Hall of Clestrain
was the owner’s house for only 30 years after construction, became a tenanted and
then a farmhouse throughout the 19t and first half of the 20t centuries. This means
that it was not extended or significantly internally altered as happened with most
Scottish houses during the 19th century. The lack of alteration leaves clear evidence for
the 1769 arrangement.

There is important documentary evidence with a final account for the construction,
together with census and map records. The connection between the documentary
sources and the surviving building is remarkably clear and easy to interpret, partly
due to the lack of change. This layout also illustrates the relationship between the
owner’s intentions and the setting of the building. It is probable that Hall of Clestrain
was designed to be visible and prominent in the view eastwards from Stromness. The
main rooms have views to the south, east and west. There is a strong suggestion that
the location of the house has a deliberate relationship with the mainland and Hoy
which frames the westward route towards Canada, taken by the Hudson’s Bay
Company. Two of the large windows from the principal apartment, probably the
drawing room, provide views across the water to Stromness. This was an unusually
well-lit apartment for the 18th century and so it seems likely that views across the water
are considered to be an important asset in this building. It might also indicate why the
principal apartments are lifted up to first floor level.
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Figure 46 Hall of Clestrain: view to south west (S5&B)

The landscape around Hall of Clestrain, the buildings to the north west and north east
of the walled garden all illustrate agricultural practice in the second half of the 18th
century and early part of the 19th century. It is not clear if the “squared” landscape of
field enclosures is contemporary with Hall of Clestrain. There is a suggestion that
squaring of landscape in Orkney happened in the early 19t century. Hall of Clestrain
is centred on the very strong landscape feature of a single axial avenue focusing on the
south front. This is a strong characteristic of the landscape around Hall of Clestrain.
It might have had parallels elsewhere in the northern isles and in northern Scotland.
It seems different to the common Lowland practice in the 18% century of driveways
running past buildings rather than directly towards them. The relationship between
this axial route and the position of the road in the 18th century is not yet understood.
However, it is curious that this approach is from the south which is the side furthest
away from the main centres of population of Stromness and Kirkwall. Hall of
Clestrain illustrates the sophistication of design in Orkney in the mid-18th century.
Few houses in the Scottish Highlands were so elegantly composed and detailed in the
mid-18th century. It is known that Belmont House in Shetland was the result of a tour
by its owner, Thomas Mouat, to find sources for the design in the Lothians in 1775. It
is possible that Clestrain had a similar source or that there was some reference to
pattern books. The name of the designer is not known. It is possible that it was a joint
effort between the owner and the mason, developed from precedents elsewhere. Some
of the carving of the stairs and the profile of the architrave around the door, although
characterful, is less correct in pattern book terms than the sophistication of the overall
elevation. This sophistication should not be a surprise. Orkney was clearly a different
character of place than the Scottish Highland mainland. The quality of the architecture
at Clestrain is associated with the Enlightenment ideas that spring from the
international trade of the Orkneys and were encouraged by the security brought by
wealth.

5.2.3 Historical associative significance at Clestrain

Hall of Clestrain is associated with the family that built it, the people who have lived
there, and with other events in its history. It was built in 1769 by Patrick Honeyman.
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It replaced a house situated by the shore that was raided by the pirate John Gow on
10th February 1725. Honeyman paid for the house with money raised from the kelp
industry. The Honeyman family were once the largest landowners in Orkney.
Seaweed from Orkney became Britain’s main supply of alkaline for glass and soap
manufacturing. Patrick Honeyman died in 1798 and Clestrain was passed to his son
William, Lord Armadale. It was possibly the lack of polite occupation after only 30
years of use as a house which has led to the preservation of so much evidence of the
building as it was constructed in the mid-18th century.

Walter Scott came to visit the Rae family at Hall of Clestrain. Scott was visiting the
Orkney’s as the guest of the commissions of northern lights.

The strongest historical association at Clestrain derives from its association with John
Rae who was born at Hall of Clestrain in 1813. John Rae’s father was a prosperous
land agent from Lanarkshire and worked as the factor for the estate. Factors would
have been seen as the social equal of ministers and local resident lairds. John was the
sixth child of nine. His father accepted the position of the Hudson’s Bay Company
chief representative in Orkney in 1819. John Rae’s older brothers worked as clerks in
the Hudson’s Bay Company and sailed west in 1827 and 1830. John Rae graduated as
a surgeon from Edinburgh University at the age of 19 and in 1833 he became a ship
surgeon on the Hudson’s Bay Company ship, the Prince of Wales. The ship could not
return and Rae spent the winter in Canada. He remained at Moose Factory for 10 years.
He came to understand the landscape and learned survival skills from indigenous
people. This included the use of sleds and snow shoes.

Rae became legendary as a survivalist. He walked long distances and was considered
by his contemporaries to have exceptional abilities in leadership and survival skills.
He was identified by Sir George Simpson, the governing chief of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, as the appropriate person to complete the survey of the north coast of
Canada. Rae took part in 4 expeditions and led 3 to explore the Arctic on foot and in
small boats. He walked around 450 miles of coastline. He was the foremost hunter on
every expedition he led. On a single Arctic expedition in 1854 Rae discovered the final
link to form the first navigable north west passage and discovered that a previous
expedition led by Sir John Franklin had ended in disaster. This caused controversy
with an opposing position led by Lady Jane Franklin and supported by Charles
Dickens.

In 1860 Rae married an Irish Canadian woman in Toronto and returned to Orkney. He
later moved to London where he could engage in debate and discussion around Arctic
exploration. Rae died on 22nd July 1893. He was buried in Orkney in the kirk yard of
St Magnus Cathedral.

The historic significance of John Rae has been hidden during the 20t century but is
beginning to be fully and properly acknowledged, partly through the work of the John
Rae Society. John Rae was an exceptional person who learned about the outdoors and
survival from an early age. His life and thoughts can be understood from his writings,
and from books written about him.

John Rae is more than a historical figure. His life has significant resonance with our
own time. He cared about the environment in the current sense and he also took care
to understand the knowledge, language and traditions of indigenous people in
Canada. This means that his life is easier to connect with in a modern sense than many
of his Victorian contemporaries. Through him, we can understand how his history of
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exploration can have meaning in the 21st century. His life and beliefs should help us
understand our environment and protect it.

Through John Rae we also know the names of John Rae’s family, his father, mother
and siblings. It is probable that the names of the generations of the Honeyman family
and the factors that worked for them might be recorded.

More recently, Hall of Clestrain is associated with the last owners who lived in it and
who still own and farm the surrounding land - the Craigie family. The Craigie family
bought Hall of Clestrain in 1925 and lived in the house until the roof was blown off in
the hurricane in 1952.

Events are recorded, mainly due to the impact they had on the building. A storm is
recorded as having blown down the top storey during the 1790s. Since the gables are
intact and contemporary with the rest of the building, this is assumed to mean that a
pediment was damaged in a storm.

More recently the roof was so badly damaged in the hurricane of 1953 that the house
was abandoned as a residence by the Craigie family in favour of a new house 250m to
the south.

5.3 Architectural, aesthetic and design significance
5.3.1 What is architectural, aesthetic and design significance?

Significance derived from the architectural, aesthetic and design qualities of a historic
asset, can be the result of conscious design, including artistic endeavour. Equally,
significance can be the seemingly fortuitous outcome of the way in which a place has
evolved and been used over time. Many places combine these two aspects.

Design significance relates primarily to the aesthetic qualities generated by the
conscious design of a building, structure or landscape as a whole. It embraces
composition (form, proportions, massing, silhouette, views and vistas, circulation and
usually materials or planting, decoration or detailing, and craftsmanship). Strong
indicators of importance are quality of design and execution, and innovation,
particularly if influential more broadly.

Aesthetic values which are not substantially the product of formal design, typically
developed over time, more or less fortuitously, as the result of a succession of
responses within a particular cultural framework, for example extensions to an earlier
building or structure. Aesthetic value resulting from the action of nature on human
works, particularly the enhancement of the appearance of a place by the passage of
time creating a pleasing patina, may overlie the significance of a conscious design.®

5.3.2 Architectural, aesthetic and design significance at Clestrain

Hall of Clestrain was both aesthetically and technically ambitious for its date and
location. It might have been one of the first buildings in the Orkney to have a deeper
plan than the standard lengths of wood available to build it. It needed an east/west
crossbeam for the joists to overlap. This was technical design which depended on

¢ This definition is partly based on Historic England’s heritage category of aesthetic value. See
Historic England Conservation principles, polices and guidance for the sustainable management of the
historic environment (EH: 2008). p. 30-31
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sourcing long lengths of timber which would not have been available on Orkney. It
would be interesting to know where the timber came from. There seems to be some
evidence that some of the timbers were recycled from other buildings. This would be
an obvious thing to do because long lengths of timber would be valuable for new
construction and too precious not to recycle. Wool was traded in exchange for wood.
A Norwegian shipping mark has been noted on one of the roof timbers.

At the time of the building of Clestrain, the large houses and other buildings in Orkney
were essentially vernacular in character. Clestrain was the first piece of designed
domestic architecture since the building of the Earl’s Palace in Kirkwall. The
farmhouses of the 18t century were small and low with roofs of thatch or flagstone
slabs: direct descendants of the Viking longhouse. Larger houses were being built in
Kirkwall, Stromness and St. Margaret's Hope. Houses of status were built by
landowners who had become wealthy during the kelp boom. These houses were plain
and showed no pretensions to architectural style or design. Typically, single room
deep, the houses were utilitarian structures with windows disposed according to
requirements rather than a sense of symmetry or proportion.

Clestrain was a completely new phenomenon in the far north and the Northern Isles:
the first Palladian villa. Italian architect Andrea Palladio (1508-1580) developed
classical forms to create estate houses in the countryside of the Veneto which are
marked by the use of symmetry, central pediments and balanced wings to form a
grand composition. These houses generally have their principal rooms on the first floor
above a raised basement plinth with steps up to a central door. The style was
popularised in the UK by returning grand tourists during the 17t and 18th centuries.
One of the most influential examples is Lord Burlington’s Chiswick House built just
30 years earlier in West London. With the symmetrical arrangement of the original
outbuildings on either side, Clestrain sits firmly in this tradition. Belmont House in
Unst, Shetland is a later example of the form on a similar scale.

In 2006, the former Chief Inspector of Historic Buildings at Historic Scotland, John R
Hume wrote, ‘This is a building, I would argue, of exceptional quality in an exceptional
setting; one of the very best buildings of its scale and period anywhere in Scotland.
The same building in a different setting would still be fine; here its clever design makes
it fit its precise location. The initial surprise of such a building in such a place rapidly
gives way to a sense of satisfaction, a sense that survives, and indeed is enhanced by a
study of why the building is so satisfying. It richly deserves the tender, loving care it
so obviously needs.’

Orkney is fortunate in having a series of buildings from prehistory through to the early
20th century, which are fine examples of their period. Before Clestrain, Skara Brae,
Maeshowe and the Standing Stones are unique in their quality and preservation as
prehistoric monuments. St. Magnus Cathedral is the best preserved of Scotland’s
medieval Cathedrals. Kirkwall’s Earl’s Palace was perhaps the finest Renaissance
house in Scotland. Balfour Castle on Shapinsay is a perfectly- preserved early house
by David Bryce, master of the Scots Baronial, and on Hoy, Melsetter is one of Britain’s
finest Arts and Crafts houses. The Pier Arts Centre in Stromness might be added to
this roll call to represent our time. Clestrain holds a rightful place in this sequence of
buildings of national quality and importance in the Northern Isles.

5.3.3 Fortuitous aesthetic significance at Clestrain

Hall of Clestrain sits in a beautiful and evocative place. The immediate surroundings
have a simple agricultural character.
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Although some materials have an attractive character as they age, the appearance of
Hall of Clestrain has not benefited from decay. Replacement materials such as the roof
sheeting are not attractive compared with the original Orkney slates.

5.4 Social significance
5.4.1 What is social significance?

Social value represents the strong or special association of the site with a recognisable
group of people for social, spiritual or cultural reasons.

For these people, the place may figure in their collective experience or memory, they
may draw part of their identity from it, or have emotional links to it. They may derive
special identity or distinctiveness perhaps from an activity that is associated with the
place, rather than with its physical fabric. Compared with other types of significance,
social significance tends to be less dependent on the survival of historic fabric. This
significance may also change over time, and may not always be affirmative for these
groups of people.”

5.4.2 Social significance at Clestrain

Until 1953, Hall of Clestrain was a private house. For the majority of the time since
then, it has been a building within a working farm that has been relatively inaccessible.

Clestrain has become associated with the John Rae Society and the people in the society
have an enormous opportunity to make a difference to the conservation and future use
of Hall of Clestrain which will become associative significance in due course.

5.5 Archaeological significance
5.5.1 What is archaeological significance?

Archaeological significance is the potential of a building or a site to yield evidence
about past human activity. Physical remains of past human activity are often the
primary source of evidence about the substance and evolution of places, and of the
people and cultures that made them. Understanding and interpreting this evidence
tends to be diminished in proportion to the extent of its removal or replacement.8

5.5.2 Archaeological significance at Clestrain

The assessment in this conservation plan is that there is good archaeological potential
in the landscape to reveal historic features, walls, drives, paths and planting patterns.
This landscape is significant, because it was one of the landscapes in Orkney designed
on the principles of agricultural improvement.

Archaeological analysis has the potential to reveal more information about the
previous house and about the location of other lost buildings.

7 This definition is partly based on Historic England’s heritage category of communal value.
See Historic England Conservation principles, polices and guidance for the sustainable management
of the historic environment (EH: 2008). p. 31

8 This definition is largely based on Historic England’s heritage category of evidential value.
See Historic England Conservation principles... p. 28
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There is strong potential for archaeological discovery, assessment and recording in the
standing building. This evidence is likely to be important to inform the design and
specification of restoration.

The building is also interesting as a very northerly realisation of the Palladian ideal of
a symmetrically composed and massed building room which is both a country villa
and a working farm steading.

5.6 Grading of significance of individual elements
5.6.1 Definitions

Significance of individual buildings, structures, views and other elements is indicated
on Table 1 and the figures that follow. The definitions in Table 1 are those used in this
conservation plan only but are based on best practice.

Table 1 Table of categories of cultural heritage significance and definitions (below).

A building or element of national or international importance, or a fine, intact or little-
altered example of a particular period, style or type that embodies the importance of
the buildings or site overall or the element to which it is a part.

Considerable significance

A building or element of regional importance in northern Scotland, or a good example
of a particular period, style or type with a high degree of intact original fabric that
contributes substantially to the importance of the buildings or site overall, or the
element to which it is a part, that may have been altered.

Moderate significance

A building or element of local importance (Orkney), or an element that contributes to,
but is not a key element to the importance of the buildings or site overall, or the element
to which it is a part, that may have been altered.

Neutral significance

An element which neither contributes, nor detracts from the importance of the
buildings or site overall.

Negative

An element which detracts from the overall significance of other elements, the building
or site overall.
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5.7 Summary statement of Significance

Hall of Clestrain and designed landscape embodies important cultural heritage values
for society today. It has historical, architectural, aesthetic, design, social and
archaeological significance. All aspects of significance have the potential to be
sustained, revealed and enhanced if change is carefully considered, planned and
managed.

Hall of Clestrain is of outstanding significance for both its associative values and its
aesthetic or design values. The associative values are due to the name of the original
builder being known, the names of at least one Factor, John Rae Sr. and the names of
other people associated with the building. The pirate John Gow raided the previous
house at Clestrain in 1725. Walter Scott visited John Rae Sr. at Hall of Clestrain in 1814.
The house is associated with the Honeyman family and the people who worked on
their estate and with subsequent owners such as the Craigie family since 1925. By far
the most significant association at Hall of Clestrain, however is with the explorer John
Rae; his life, the Hudson’s Bay Company, exploration, working with indigenous
people and the high relevance of his life to people in our time.

There is unusually good evidence for the original appearance of some parts of the
house. This is partly documentary; in photographs of the pavilions, and in a final
account for the works dating from 1769. There is also good evidence in the building
fabric. There is just enough surviving to show how the rooms on the main floor were
finished, the position of the partitions and the colours of the paint on joinery and
plaster. Hooks survive for light fittings and elements of the original stair handrail and
balustrade also survive. Externally, there is evidence for the original wall finish and
the windows. The surviving 6/6 sashes might not be the original ones but they do
appear to be late 18t or early 19t century. This amount of physical evidence is
exceptional for a building of this date and condition.

Hall of Clestrain has a high value as a design. This is partly because it is an evocative
building which could be distinctive and beautiful if the exterior is restored. The
restoration might include the restoration of the pediment for which evidence survives
in documents. Further evidence might be available in the roof timbers when available
for inspection during the repair works.

There is archaeological significance in the buildings and surrounding landscape
within the study area.

The building has gradually deteriorated and is today one of only four category A listed
buildings at risk on Orkney. The John Rae Society have made essential repairs but
there remains a real danger that the building will be lost if conservation works are not
undertaken.

Based on the above assessment of significance, this conservation plan assesses Hall of
Clestrain and landscape as a whole to be of outstanding cultural-heritage
significance. This categorisation of significance is the highest level of the five levels
of cultural significance used in this conservation plan.
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6.0 THE PROPOSED PROJECT
6.1 Project Objectives
The main objectives of the project are:

e To restore and develop the Hall of Clestrain as a visitor attraction and
community resource

e To operate the Hall of Clestrain as a visitor attraction to, for example:
o Promote the Hall of Clestrain as the childhood home of John Rae
o Promote and interpret the Orphir area and northern shore of Scapa Flow

o Increase awareness, and understanding of the Arctic, including
indigenous cultures and climate change, through the prism of the life and
achievements of John Rae.

o Increase awareness and understanding of many local and global issues
through the interpretation of Orkney’s history, heritage, natural
environment and culture; and its approach to contemporary economic
opportunities such as renewable energy.

e To operate the Hall of Clestrain as a community venue and resource for a wide
variety of activities and events, including;:

o Meetings

o Talks and demonstrations

o Music events

o Wedding and other receptions
o Art exhibitions

o Training events

e To operate as a focal point for education and research into both the history of
Arctic countries and regions; and the challenges faced by the Arctic today.

6.2 The Proposed Project - Spaces and Functions
The physical elements of the project would be based on:
e The restoration of the Hall of Clestrain and the remaining outbuilding

e The construction of a new outbuilding to the north east of the Hall of Clestrain
and a suggested new build linking space between the outbuildings

¢ Infrastructure works (e.g. access road improvements and new car parking)

6.3 Aspects of Operation

The operation of the site as a visitor attraction would involve partnership working
with Stromness Museum which has some displays about the Arctic, the Hudson’s Bay
Company in Canada, and Dr John Rae. The Museum has offered to provide the John
Rae Society with curatorial support for its work at the Hall of Clestrain. Orkney Islands
Council Museums Service is also very supportive of the project.
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The Hall’s operation as a community venue and resource would involve cooperation
with other organisations and voluntary groups in Orkney. This could include other
cultural organisations such as the world-renowned Pier Arts Centre in Stromness (in
relation to art exhibitions at the Hall of Clestrain) and the organisers of the St. Magnus
Festival and the Orkney Science Festival which could use the Hall of Clestrain as a
venue for events.

The Hall of Clestrain has considerable potential to act as a focal point for Arctic
education and research. The North of Scotland has a substantial number of academics
involved in Arctic research including staff of the Institute of Archaeology, Orkney
College UHI who are involved in a number of programmes of relevance (e.g. Northern
Periphery and the Arctic, and the UK Humanities Observatory which is researching
climate change from the humanities perspective), and staff at other UHI centres, such
as the Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS), Oban.

SAMS is currently leading two large Arctic projects funded by the National
Environmental Research Council (NERC), e.g. a project investigating how seasonality,
ice cover and ocean properties determine the large-scale ecosystem of the Arctic
Ocean.

The University of Aberdeen also has a North focus with the aim to expand research
within northern circumpolar regions as defined by climatic, environmental, historical,
geo-political and cultural conditions. There are 4 broad themes under which research
is carried out:

e Climate Change

e The Rise of Early Medieval Kingdoms
e The Northern Temperament

e Northern Colonialism

The Society would work with academic partners to develop the Hall of Clestrain as a
facilitator of:

e Conferences and seminars
e Exhibitions

e Scholarships (e.g. a PhD scholarship into un-researched aspects of John Rae’s
life)

Other Scottish universities with Orkney links (e.g. Heriot-Watt through its Stromness
campus) and Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen could also be involved in the
project.

With Scottish academic partners, the Society could develop relationships with relevant
academic centres such as the Arctic Institute in Akureyri, Iceland and the Institute of
Arctic and Alpine Research, University of Colorado (Orkney College UHI staff already
participate in academic networks involving these institutions); and with museums
such as The Polar Museum, Cambridge and the Royal Museum, Greenwich, London.

The Society’s interest in the Arctic is very much in line with the Scottish Government’s
concerns about issues such as climate change and its emerging Arctic policy.
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7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS AND POLICIES
7.1 Introduction

The aim of this conservation plan is to inform and guide the management of change.
Conservation is defined in the National Planning Policy Framework, which while only
applicable in England, reflects the understanding of this term across the world:

The process of maintaining and managing change to a heritage asset in a way that
sustains and, where appropriate, enhances its significance.®

The policies in this section of the document are formed by considering the significance
of Hall of Clestrain, its physical fabric and setting, the requirements of the owner/user
of the place and those of local and national planning policies.

Hall of Clestrain is of outstanding cultural significance overall, though there are
units/elements of different grades which contribute to this overall categorisation. This
significance should be protected and carefully managed for future generations
through the implementation of appropriate conservation policies based upon
recognised best practice. It is Scottish Planning Policy that buildings and sites such as
these should be “protected, conserved or enhanced’.10

The greatest threats to the significance of Hall of Clestrain are:
e Continued dereliction including lack of regular maintenance.

Temporary materials such as asbestos sheeting on the roof being impossible to
maintain effectively in the medium or long term.

¢ Climate change causing increased rainfall and making it more difficult to keep
Hall of Clestrain watertight and able to dry in advance of repair works.

e Aloss of the records which give us the understanding of Hall of Clestrain as a
place of historic and associative significance, such as the association with the
Honeyman family, John Rae and Walter Scott.

e The building could also be subject to the disasters which threaten any building,
such as fire and vandalism

This conservation plan is written in the context of proposals for change at Hall of
Clestrain. There is therefore another risk, which is that changes are made which are
not appropriate for buildings of such significance. It is possible that elements of
significance, or elements which contribute to the character of Hall of Clestrain, but
which may not be protected explicitly by statute, may be compromised or lost during
the process of change. Much of the guidance that follows in this conservation plan is
not necessarily enforceable by statute but is best conservation practice and is
supported by the Scottish Planning Policy, which requires that a conservation approach
is taken to building and sites of the significance of Hall of Clestrain.

9 National Planning Policy Framework, (Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government, 2018). p. 65
10 Scottish Ministers Scottish planning policy (Scottish Government: 2014). Policy 137, p.33
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These policies are arranged in the order suggested by Kerr in The conservation plan (first
published 1982. National Trust for Australia, NSW) and to meet the following five
broad objectives:!!

— to retain or reveal significance;

— to identify feasible and compatible uses;

— to meet statutory and non-statutory requirements;
— to work within procurable resources;

— to anticipate opportunities and threats.

Kerr states that policies should be arranged in seven sections, which Simpson & Brown
have named as follows:

— Vision for the site and general policies

— Retaining and enhancing significance

— Provision of services and retaining character
— Treatment of specific elements

— Care of fabric

—  Setting

— Management

7.2 Overall policies
7.2.1 Being conservation-led

The conservation of Hall of Clestrain will depend ultimately on good, creative
management. A resolution to act in a conservation-led way should be taken from the
beginning to ensure that the principles of informed conservation are key elements of
its future. This base policy should encourage the protection and enhancement of the
significance of the building and the reduction of risk to fabric and character.

A resolution to act in a conservation-led way should be set out to ensure the principle
of informed conservation is the key element of the future of this building.

Policy 1 - Resolution to be conservation-led

Take a conservation-led approach to the repair, conservation and management of
the building. This should be adopted by all parties, based on a sound understanding
of the significance of the buildings and structures in the group.

Ensure that by active and informed conservation, enhancement and interpretation,
Hall of Clestrain will have a productive and sustainable use and will become a
valued part of the heritage of Scotland.

The conservation principles should also apply to the area around Hall of Clestrain that
is not in the ownership of the John Rae Society. The main heritage asset which is part
of the group of structures at Hall of Clestrain, but is not in the JRS ownership, is the
walled garden. Care should be taken to avoid decisions which might compromise the
conservation of the walled gardens walls or its future use.

11 Kerr The conservation plan...for places of European cultural significance. p.24
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7.2.2  The conservation plan

Adopting the conservation plan establishes a formal arrangement and allows policies
within the plan to be actively used to help protect and enhance what is important. It
places an onus on the owners, managers and professional team to use the plan as a
basis for decision making.

Policy 2 - The conservation plan

Adopt this conservation plan to guide all planning for Hall of Clestrain. Review the
conservation plan every ten years and allocate resources to achieve this.

The conservation plan should be adopted by the owners, any future tenants, and those
involved in managing and changing the fabric. It is to be used actively to help guide
the future use and development of the site.

It is not expected that the conservation plan could ever be sufficient in detail to provide
for every eventuality or answer every question that might arise. It should not be used
as a substitute for professional advice on specific matters. Any professional advisor
should use the conservation plan to guide decision making.

This conservation plan should be a dynamic document that should be adapted and
updated as required. It should be updated appropriately, following significant
conservation, major repair or alteration works, or if research of any kind
fundamentally challenges or contributes major new understanding of the site. Any re-
writing should be undertaken by heritage professionals.

The conservation plan should be reviewed and updated on a regular cycle. It is
advisable to have a minor review every five years, with major revisions programmed
every decade.

7.2.3  Following national planning policy: Scottish Planning Policy 2014 (SPP)

The Scottish Planning Policy (2014) is the statutory policy of the Scottish Government
concerning all planning matters and is a material consideration for planning
proposals. It has general policies for work in the historic environment, organised
under the following headings:

— Policy principles
— Development planning
— Development management

Policy Principles, paragraph 137, states that the planning system should:

o promote the care and protection of the designated and non-designated historic
environment (including individual assets, related settings and the wider
cultural landscape) and its contribution to sense of Hall of Clestrain, cultural
identity, social well-being, economic growth, civic participation and lifelong
learning; and

o enable positive change in the historic environment which is informed by a
clear understanding of the importance of the heritage assets affected and
ensure their future use. Change should be sensitively managed to avoid or
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minimise adverse impacts on the fabric and setting of the asset, and ensure
that its special characteristics are protected, conserved or enhanced.’?

It lists key non-statutory guidance documents. This list is amended below to reflect
updates to documents since 2014:

Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (2019);

Our Hall of Clestrain in Time: The Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland
(2014);

Managing Change in the Historic Environment - Historic Scotland’s guidance note
series, which is added to regularly

Planning Advice Note 2/2011: Planning and Archaeology

Planning Advice Note 71: Conservation Area Management

Scottish Historic Environment Databases (strategy 2014)

It has specific requirements for work in the historic environment, organised under the
following headings:

7.2.4

Listed Buildings

Conservation Areas

Scheduled Monuments

World Heritage Sites

Gardens and Designed Landscapes

Battlefields

Archaeology and other historic environment assets

Following national historic-environment guidance documents

The key non-statutory guidance documents list in the SPP is expanded below.

Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (2019)

This document (HEPS) sets out how authorities should approach decisions in
the planning system affecting the historic environment.

Managing Change in the Historic Environment guidance note series

These are a series of guidance notes about making changes to the historic
environment. The series provides HES’ best practice advice, and each guidance
note looks at a different theme in terms of:

— the key issues that might arise;
— how best to deal with such issues;
— the reasons behind the advice of HES.

There are 26 guidance notes.

Planning Advice Note 2/2011: Planning and Archaeology

This PAN is intended to inform the day-to-day work of a range of local
authority advisory services and other organisations that have a role in the
handling of archaeological matters within the planning process.

12 Scottish Ministers Scottish planning policy (Scottish Government: 2014). Policy 137, p.33
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Planning Advice Note 71: Conservation Area Management

This PAN identifies good practice for managing change in conservation areas.
This conservation plan has been produced following all relevant national guidance.
Policy 3 - National planning policy and guidance

All proposals for change to Hall of Clestrain should comply with national policy
and guidance concerning the historic environment and planning.

7.2.5 Following local planning policy: Orkney Islands Council Strategic Plan

All proposals for change should comply with the Orkney Islands Council’s statutory
development plan and its requirements for the historic environment.

Any work which affects the character or appearance of a listed building or structure
will require listed building consent from Orkney Islands Council. Hall of Clestrain is
a Category A listed building; statutory protection applies to all features, even those
that this conservation statement categorises as being of neutral significance and
negative. Although this conservation plan may not answer specific questions raised as
part of Listed Building Consent applications, it should be used as a tool to assist in the
application process.

Policy 4 - Local planning policy

All proposals for change to Hall of Clestrain should comply with Orkney Islands
Council policy and guidance concerning the historic environment and planning.

7.2.6  Statutory consultees: Historic Environment Scotland

Historic Environment Scotland is a statutory consultee in applications for listed
building consent for works on category A listed buildings. It provides comment and
recommendations on applications for changes to these buildings to Orkney Islands
Council, and guidance on whether to grant or to refuse an application. HES routinely
comments only on applications for change to A-listed buildings. However, it reserves
its right to object to an application for applications where ‘national importance” is at
risk.

7.2.7 Non-statutory groups in the planning process

Non-statutory organisations relevant to the process of change at Hall of Clestrain
include:

e The Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland
e Local amenity groups

e Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland
e Orkney Heritage Society

e Orkney Archaeology Society

e The John Rae Society

e Scottish Natural Heritage (NatureScot)

It is important to maintain a good working relationship with non-statutory
organisations, to consult them early and enable them meaningfully to contribute and
comment on proposals for change.
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The John Rae Society, who would be taking forward the current project, should plan
their engagement with national and local amenity societies so that they are fully
consulted. Amenity organisations that understand the project are more likely to
support proposals when applications for planning and listed building consent are
submitted. Indications of support in applications for consents are valuable in helping
to inform the planners” assessment.

Another factor is the aspirations of the organisation that are sponsoring the project.
The aims of the John Rae Society are similar and compatible with the aims stated in
this conservation plan - to conserve the place and reveal its significance. One of the
key parts of the significance of Hall of Clestrain is as the birthplace of John Rae. There
is a strong association between the place and the Rae family whose history and life are
recorded in documents. Since this association with John Rae is one of the most
significant aspects of Hall of Clestrain, action to promote understanding of John Rae,
the association with the Hudson’s Bay Company, Canada and the Arctic are all aspects
that would reveal significance at Hall of Clestrain.

There are many ways of revealing this significance to Hall of Clestrain. Accurate
restoration based on thorough research is one way of revealing or enhancing
significance. At least a third of the interior has high significance as the survival of an
18th century interior. There is enough evidence to allow restoration. The kind of
interpretation that is needed to fully understand John Rae and his legacy can probably
not be accommodated entirely within the existing buildings or within a rebuilt east
pavilion. This amount of information will not meet the carefully established brief for
interpretation that the John Rae Society has developed for the site. The conclusion of
this conservation plan is that an extension or a new building is needed to properly
promote understanding of John Rae and the issues that he cared about. A new
building on the site would be considered to be within the minimum requirement to
enhance or reveal significance in this policy.

A restored Hall of Clestrain will be different to the current appearance. The visual
change in restoration might need to be part of the presentation of the building to
stakeholders, particularly in the local stakeholders. Restoration, even if correctly done,
can have surprising results and the community need to be prepared for the changes.
The key point is that, if the correct and matching materials are used, and if restoration
is accurate, application of mouldings, paint finishes, mortar mixes, etc., then it will be
possible for the building to weather over time to regain the character that people value
about the appearance of the building now.

7.2.8 Conservation

The British Standard guide to the conservation of historic buildings.1998 (BS
7913: 1998), now superseded by the 2013 edition (BS 7913: 2013), defines the
terms as follows:

Conservation: Action to secure the survival or preservation of buildings, cultural
artefacts, natural resources, energy or any other thing of acknowledged value for
the future. Where buildings or artefacts are involved, such actions should avoid
significant loss of authenticity or essential qualities.

The theory of building conservation is well established in Britain, with an established
practice and associated history extending back over 200 years. There is considerable
experience of the application of conservation theory and practice within the relevant
statutory body, Historic Environment Scotland.
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Policy 5 - Conservation theory and practice

Follow established conservation practice in work to conserve or make alterations to
the building.

The following best practice conservation guidelines should apply when planning
change to fabric at Hall of Clestrain:

Consult suitably qualified, experienced and competent professional
conservation advice in the process of planning and designing change.
Professionals include surveyors, architects, botanists, structural engineers,
archaeologists, geologists, project managers etc. who specialise in the historic
environment.

Work with contractors with suitable, competent, and significant historic
environment experience. Inexperienced workmanship can cause irreversible
damage to historic fabric. Appropriate professional or craft skills and
experience are essential in all work, including inspection, maintenance and
repairs.

In general, all work should be carried out in accordance with the British
Standard Guide BS 7913:2013 Guide to the conservation of historic buildings.

Minimum intervention - wherever possible, there should be a presumption in
favour of retaining and conserving all significant components of the site.
Remove or change as little as possible of what is there, change the fabric only
where necessary to protect, sustain, reveal, conserve or enhance the
significance of the site or its physical fabric.

Reversible change - wherever possible, alteration should be capable of
subsequently being undone without lasting damage or negative impact on
significance.

Priority should be given to repairing existing fabric rather than replacing it.
There should be a presumption against removing material from the site unless
the material being removed constitutes an element with intrusive or negative
impact on significance. Material that is removed should be recycled or
disposed of in an environmentally conscious manner.

Repair should use like-for-like techniques and materials. Materials should be
salvaged and re-used on site where possible. Except in exceptional cases, new,
traditional materials should be used, rather than materials salvaged from other
sites.

Repairs and new work should not be visually intrusive. They should be of
simple, high-quality, contemporary or complementary design. It should be
identifiable as new work. Facsimile work should only be used where there is
indisputable, accurate evidence of an appropriate earlier design.

Targeted historical and archaeological research, investigative opening-up,
recording and sampling should be carried out before and during work to
inform the best design and technical solutions.

Particular attention should be paid to matters of detail to help preserve and
enhance the significance of the fabric and its special character, including, for
example, specific choice of materials, detailed location of services, and methods
of fixing. The location of all service runs, pipework and cables is likely to
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require different approaches to detailing. For example, in some places it will be
better to conceal a cable, and others to mount it on the surface. There may be
some positions/locations where no service run, pipework or cable is
appropriate, for example in areas assessed to be of high significance.

— Fabric or spaces to be restored, altered or removed should be archaeologically
recorded in accordance with relevant guidelines and the record lodged in a
public archive.

— Elements that present threat, risk or are harmful to historic fabric should be
removed.

— Detailed design development should precede implementation of all on-site
works.

— All changes should be subject to a documented process of options analysis,
including assessments of impact on cultural-heritage significance by the design
team.

This is a comprehensive policy which is intended to protect the cultural significance
of Hall of Clestrain from risk associated with a non-conservation-led approach. It sets
out the theory to be followed when considering changes and can broadly be applied
to management decisions as well as repair and conservation work. Deviations from
this best-practice list could result in irreversible harm to elements of cultural
significance and the historic asset as a whole. The policy contains recognised
conservation principles and is the basis for works to historic fabric and spaces, but it
should be sufficiently flexible to achieve the necessary balance between protecting the
significance of the buildings and ensuring the future sustainability of the site.

— These principles should be applied as consistently as possible throughout the
historic asset.

7.3 Retaining, enhancing and revealing significance
7.3.1 Introduction

The significance of Hall of Clestrain, including its setting, should be retained,
enhanced and better revealed. This section sets policies that have been developed from
the assessment of significance in this conservation plan.

7.3.2 How the grading of significance guides change.

In the assessment of significance, the different elements of the site have been graded
with different levels of significance. The more significant the element, the more
resources, effort and care are required to conserve it. Also, it is usually the case that
the most significant elements should be changed the least (those of outstanding and
considerable significance). Equally, the less significant elements can be changed most
(those of moderate and neutral significance), and those that negatively affect other
elements should be removed or altered, as this would benefit other elements of the
site. This is in line with national government policy, as set out in the Scottish planning
policy and the Historic Environment Policy for Scotland.

There is a sliding scale of what general actions can and should be taken for all elements
outlined in the various categories of cultural significance and conservation thinking.
This is applied to the elements of Hall of Clestrain in the grading of significance above.
In this table, it will be noted, not all elements of the same significance have the same
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required action, as professional judgement has been exercised to establish relative
priorities.

In principle, all decision-making concerning this asset and its component parts should
be guided by the assessed levels of significance set out in this conservation plan.

Policy 6 - Retaining, enhancing and better revealing significance

The significance of Hall of Clestrain and its associated buildings and structures
including its setting, should be retained, enhanced and better revealed. This applies
now, and in the future, especially as proposals for architectural change are being
developed.

The overall categorisation of the cultural significance of Hall of Clestrain does not
mean that changes cannot be made for good reason. However, changes must be based
on sound understanding and balancing of the different aspects of cultural significance
as expressed in this conservation plan. This section should be read in conjunction with
the text and illustrations in the assessment of significance section of this conservation
plan.

While this policy, based on the assessment of significance, helps to identify where
change may be appropriate, there should nonetheless be a presumption against undue
change and alteration. A careful balance needs to be struck between making changes
and maintaining the status quo.
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Figure 50 Diagram showing categories of cultural significance and conservation thinking.

This is sometimes the most contentious statement within a conservation plan. At Hall
of Clestrain it does not mean that the appearance of the building or the form of the
group cannot change. In fact, the opposite is the case. Change is essential to find a
sustainable new use for Hall of Clestrain. Remaining in its current dereliction and lack
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of use is the main threat identified for the future of the building. Change at Hall of
Clestrain will be in proposed alterations or extensions which provide this new
sustainable use. The amount and impact of change will depend on the use proposed
but it will also depend on the funding available to pay for that change, together with
the criteria and aspirations of the funding bodies.

7.3.3 Removal of elements that are negative to significance

A number of elements have been identified as negative to significance and therefore
intrusive in the schedule of elements of significance.

e Roof finish and temporary pipes

e Temporary windows

e Walls built on original front steps

e Loss of original door and current temporary door

e Cables and other accretions on the wall surface. This includes telephone
brackets fixed to the walls.

e Walls built up around the base of the building - what is the evidence for the
original design?

e Condition of damaged masonry.

e Alterations to the west pavilion block - particularly the concrete gable, sliding
doors and shouldered gable built to support the door sliding mechanism.

e Temporary buildings in the yard to the north of Hall of Clestrain
e Condition and dereliction of interior.
e Damage to interior features such as stair treads.

e Digsty floor and walls in the basement. Policy 7 - Elements negative to
significance

Policy 7 - Negative Elements

Elements negative to the significance of Hall of Clestrain should be removed or
radically altered to reveal or enhance the significance of Hall of Clestrain.

Where the element is necessary to the function of Hall of Clestrain, action may be
deferred until new developments or change of use makes the element redundant or
suitable for modification. Before the change or removal of any element, it should be
archaeologically recorded. As Hall of Clestrain is listed, removal even of negative
elements would need the appropriate application for consent; if the consent is granted,
it may be conditional on certain archaeological requirements being fulfilled, for
example the recording of the element before it is removed.

7.3.4 Restoration

The British Standard guide to the conservation of historic buildings 1998 (BS 7913:
1998), now superseded by the 2013 edition (BS 7913: 2013), defines this as follows:
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Restoration: Alteration of a building, part of a building or artefact which has
decayed, been lost or damaged or is thought to have been inappropriately repaired
or altered in the past, the objective of which is to make it conform again to its design
or appearance at a previous date. The accuracy of any restoration depends on the
extent to which the original design or appearance at a previous date is known or
can be established by research.3

In conservation terms, restoration in general can be justified where putting back lost
elements would enhance the significance of an element of a design identified as being
significant. Restoration must have a purpose which goes beyond simply a desire to
improve a dilapidated appearance; all restoration should have the intention to protect
and enhance the asset, and the historic environment more widely. Where there is
limited evidence of original form of a building or its details, the design of a restoration
can be guided by historic principles. Restoration should not negatively impact aspects
of significance and can also be appropriate if it would prevent continued loss of
significance (i.e. loss or damage to extant historic fabric).

Policy 8 - Restoration

Restore significant elements, if restoration will preserve, protect and enhance
significance. Undertake restoration only where there is sufficient evidence of
original design, or where the design of restoration is guided by historic principles.

Restoration is likely to be one of the biggest changes in proposals for Hall of Clestrain.
It is desirable that the outside of Hall of Clestrain is restored. This is because the work
of restoration would significantly recover, enhance and reveal historic design values.
The main design significance at Hall of Clestrain is embodied in the south front and
its relationship to the long drive towards it. This south front was seen in the context
of flanking gabled buildings in symmetrical positions but not necessarily with
symmetrical heights.

There is sufficient evidence for the restoration of the surviving walls. The wall finishes,
the window arrangements and profile, the stair arrangement and the rainwater
disposal can all be determined from evidence on the building. The appearance of the
metal handrail on the front steps would be more speculative. It will be possible to
determine the position of the vertical standards. The sockets for the handrail are also
visible at roughly the upper surface level of the cope of the existing wall. This
restoration of the appearance might be based on the handrail design that survives on
the internal stair. The dimensions of the handrail and the vertical members are known
from the sockets and the surviving ironwork.

More information about the harl coat will become available when close-up access from
a scaffold is available. This will allow chemical analysis of samples of original harl to
determine the original lime and aggregate content.

One of the biggest conservation issues at Hall of Clestrain is that its most prominent
feature has been lost. From both documentary and physical evidence, it is understood
that there was a pediment over the south wall. It is reasonably established that the
pediment contained a circular window. The size of the circular window and the shape

13 The British Standard guide to the conservation of historic buildings (BS 7913: 1998). para 4.3 and
417
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of the pediment is not known. In order to design a reinstatement, the designer would
have to pass into some speculation. This speculation can be significantly aided by
pediments on other contemporary Scottish houses, such as Gayfield House in
Edinburgh or Blackburn House in West Lothian, among many others.

Figure 51 Blackburn House West Lothian, c.1770, North front (entrance) and South side (rear). (Angus
Bremner)

Pediments of the same shape appear on Highland houses as well, such as Airds,
Lismore Argyll or Barbreck, also in Argyll.
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Figure 52 Airds House, 1745 Canmore Figure 53 Barbreck House, 1790 Canmore

The form and angle of pediments was well established by the mid-18t century in
pattern books such as James Gibbs Rules for Drawings 1732, in the books by Palladio
and by reference to Vitruvius. Earlier Scottish houses had pediments that were
derived from Renaissance architecture, and it should be noted that the side gables of
Gayfield House have a curved S profile. However, the sophistication and derivation
from Classical precedent at Clestrain in the proportions of windows, and the moulding
profiles, suggests that the designer was aware of contemporary practice in 18th century
country house and villa design and would have chosen a “correct” triangular
pediment with the well-established pitch. It is possible that there will be further
evidence that will support this to be revealed in the building fabric. When the asbestos
cement sheeting is removed from the roof evidence in notches and fixing positions in
the roof timbers might be revealed. This would confirm the pitch of the flat,
presumably metal covered, roofs that would have been behind this pediment. It
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would be normal practice on a pediment of this size for the roof shape to follow the
shape of the pediment.

The original south door of Hall of Clestrain has not survived. The width of the door
suggests that it was a double door but this could be confirmed by socket and hinge
positions when the existing frame has been removed. There is extensive precedent for
mid-18th century door designs in Scotland. The range of door types is quite narrow
and so an appropriate door could be provided for the south elevation with reasonable
confidence.

The west pavilion should also be restored. Further evidence might be needed of the
original height of the building. There is no obvious physical evidence other than the
two different dates of the north wall when seen from the inside. The building also
appears to have been significantly altered on the west wall by the insertion of a
window and by a significant change to half of the length of the wall which suggests
rebuilding. Further evidence would be needed preferably documentary to show how
the height of this building could be changed. There may be evidence or memories
within the Craigie family.

Paradoxically the evidence for the original height and form is better for the missing
east pavilion than it is for the surviving west pavilion. We can determine the
construction from the surviving fragment of the east wall. The height, form and the
angle of the roof pitch can be determined from the circa 1900 photographs.

Although the large extent of the first-floor interior - the principal apartments - has
been lost, the extent to which evidence allows an almost complete restoration is
remarkable. It is fortunate and surprising that there is evidence for all of the joinery
elements including architraves, skirting blocks, skirting and mouldings. The position
of the partitions and of doors are evident from sockets in the floor and on the ceiling
beams. The western window on the north wall of the principal room, the presumed
drawing room, has one fielded panel joinery element surviving in the soffit of the
window reveal. The surviving fragment of the partitions show the heights of the doors
which were unusually low. There is a considerable amount of evidence of early paint
colours surviving on the joinery. The height of the cornice is known but not the
moulding. However, since the moulding profiles of the other joinery are standard for
a house of this date and since there is a cornice moulding over the front door on the
exterior, an appropriate cornice profile could be designed with reasonable confidence
that it is correct.

The evidence is strongest for the entrance hall. A confident restoration of the entrance
hall could be provided which would include all joinery and wall colours, and the
handrail on the stairs. The ceiling of plaster on riven lath could be reinstated with
confidence because there are marks which indicate the thickness of plaster on the north
wall which originally would have been covered by the cornice. A hook for a lantern
survives but the form of the lantern is not known.

The form of architraves into the closet and the bedroom are known. There is evidence
that the same architrave was used in the door to the principal room to the north west.
This would suggest that it is reasonable to match the skirting dado and cornice details
from the hall and to use the evidence of the fielded soffit panel of the window on the
north wall as sufficient evidence for the joinery around the windows. The remarkable
way that this room was lit by four large windows, giving views to Hoy and Stromness
to the west, and views over the Honeyman estate to the north, is a key feature of this
room. It suggests that the blocked central window on the north side should be
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unblocked and the window restored. The part of the room which is least understood
is the fireplace surround. There is plenty of precedent for 18th century fireplaces in
houses of this date and status in Scotland to provide an appropriate restoration. The
infill of the fireplace would be removed to reveal the stone bead and a timber and
marble surround would be designed for the fireplace.

Less evidence survives for the south west room - the presumed dining room - and the
north and east rooms - bedroom and closet. Although a restoration of these rooms
could be attempted and there would be a reasonable expectation that restoration
would recreate the original appearance based on available evidence. It might be
considered that restoration of the rooms other than the entrance hall and the drawing
room would not add significantly to the understanding or interpretation of the place.
It is even possible that some of the partitions within the drawing room to the east wall
and the south wall could be made to be removable so that they are of flexible use for
this interior. A lot will depend on how the restored rooms are to be presented. If they
are to be presented with furniture, as 18t century character rooms, then this would
affect the design and use of all of the rooms at this level of the house. Another
possibility is that the south west and east rooms could be left in an approximation of
their existing condition which would allow evidence to be retained and that the
process of understanding evidence and using it in restoring two of the rooms remains
visible for interpretation in the future.

The explanation of the five rooms and the stair within this most significant level of the
house need not be achieved entirely through restoration. There are other ways of
helping people imagine how the house was used and occupied in the original design,
and later, when the Rae family lived in the house.

Restoration need not apply to the attic level or the ground floor. At both these levels
there is less design intent to recover and the historical aspects of association or
illustration would not be enhanced by restoration. It would be best practice to use
these spaces creatively but to leave the evidence that has survived, such as the blocked
fireplaces, the plaster and the roof structure as visible as the new use and building
regulations will allow.

7.3.5 Physical access

The intended use for the building is as a place for the community and visitors to enjoy
and learn about the heritage of Hall of Clestrain, the story of John Rae, and how those
stories have resonance for us today.

Physical accessibility as far as reasonably possible must be enabled to comply with
Building Standards and the terms of the Equality Act (2010). Physical access to the
whole building that is to be in public or staff use should be enabled by physical
changes to fabric. However, potential fabric change set against the physical impacts on
significance, means that change is not always possible. Where physical change is not
possible, access could be provided remotely.

An access audit could be commissioned from a professional access consultant such as
Access Panel Orkney.
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Historic Environment Scotland provides advice on this issue in Managing Change in the
Historic Environment: Accessibility.14

Policy 9 - Maintaining and enhancing access

Provide physical access to the building. The design of this access must not have a
negative impact on elements of outstanding or considerable significance.

7.3.6  New work and development

As noted above, it is likely that an extension will be needed to meet the aspirations
embodied in the current proposals. It is the conclusion of this conservation plan that
an extension is desirable because it would provide sufficient space to meet the
community and interpretation aims of the project. The community and interpretation
aims are essential to the capital funding and sustainability of a project which would
secure the medium and long term future preservation of Hall of Clestrain.

7.3.7  General principles for design of interventions

This conservation plan is primarily concerned with conservation, restoration and
repair. However, alterations, interventions and some demolitions are likely to be
necessary for sustainable use of Hall of Clestrain.

The design of new work in historic settings requires particular architectural
knowledge, judgement, skill and care. There will be many appropriate ways of
designing interventions and new buildings, but a set of standard criteria can be
applied.

The design of elements, where justifiable, should achieve the following objectives:

- Design should comply with the guidelines noted in this conservation plan
concerning repairs and conservation principles.

- Interventions or additions should not negatively impact upon elements of
significance.

- An extension or new building should not dominate or detract from the existing
asset, in fabric or visual terms.15

- New work should be of high design quality and should complement the existing.

- The interface between a new element and the existing fabric must be carefully
considered to minimise damage to existing fabric, for instance by causing
differential erosion or by damage at fixing points.

- Alterations should be designed to avoid damage to the existing fabric wherever
possible. There should be a presumption to retain historic fabric in all alterations.

- Interventions throughout a building should have a common character so that
they can be interpreted as being part of a single and datable campaign of
alteration. They should be identifiable as interventions, both physically, by
marking the intervention (possibly by a date), and by documenting the alteration
process.

14https:/ /www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-
research/publications/publication/ ?publicationld=f0185b2c-3ed9-40c4-899d-a60b00885214
15 For further information see Managing change in the historic environment: extensions (HES: 2010)

https:/ /www historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-
research/publications/publication/ ?publicationld=0a55e2b8-0549-454c-ac62-a60b00928937
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- Significant historic fixtures, fittings and features should be re-used in alterations.

- The work should be designed so that it can be carried out with minimal risk to
historic fabric; consideration must also be given to safety issues arising from the
continued maintenance of the building.

The style and form of an extension is a matter for careful design but it would be a pity
if the design was so deferential to the existing building that it is timid or uninteresting.
One of the objectives for the site is to produce a visitor attraction of such interest that
it would meet with and exceed other visitor attractions in Orkney, or that it could take
its place in the already impressive range of visitor attractions that Orkney has to offer.
The quality of the experience for visitors is likely to require a building which responds
to these high aspirations. Put simply, it would be more difficult to put a very
interesting visitor experience in a boring building. The building form should develop
from the character of the interpretation and the stories it tells. This experience needs
to be designed before the building that houses it can be designed. But good design
practice would suggest that an exciting and worthwhile visitor experience would
generate a structure which is itself interesting and distinctive.

The architectural quality of Hall of Clestrain is very robust in its design as a square
box sitting prominently on the site with symmetrical south elevation and near
symmetrical elevations to the gables and to the north side. It is not so sensitive that
these characteristics would not remain legible even with an addition. However, the
most significant view towards Hall of Clestrain is from the south and it would be poor
design within the context of a listed building if an extension were prominent or even
particularly visible in the axial view from the south. The repair of the west pavilion
and the rebuilding of the east pavilion provides some visual shelter for a possible
extension on the north side of the building.

The building clearly has a front and a back. A larger country house would have had
an entrance and garden fronts, but at Hall of Clestrain the south front is a higher status
and has more considered design value than the north side The difference in
significance of the elevations and the positions of the pavilions suggest that the north
side of the building of Hall of Clestrain should be the preferred position for an
extension. Such an extension should leave the north side of the building legible even
if part of it is within an extension and another part is above the roof. The extension
should not cover the central window on the first floor if the north west room on the
first floor is to be restored and if this window is to be reopened. The view northwards
through these windows from this significant room should be considered in the design
of the extension even if this room is not fully restored.

The east facing elevation of the west pavilion is not as significant as other architecture
on the site but it is desirable that it should be left visible even if an extension is built
up against it. This issue does not apply to the east pavilion unless the symmetrical
arrangement of stone walls is considered desirable in the design.

It is possible to successfully detail extensions to relate to original fabric. This could be
in size of features, or character of elements, their position, height, or by lining through
horizontally with existing openings or features, but with architectural expression
which is legibly contemporary. The architectural response, which is least likely to be
acceptable is a design which involves an approximation of historic detailing without
an understanding of its purpose or construction.
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Natural materials of high quality should be used in preference to composite materials.
A materials palette could be derived in part from the significant historic structures on
site. The palette must also consider the sustainability of the materials. For example, it
is likely there were hardwoods used in the building that are now either difficult to
obtain, endangered or extinct. All materials used in conservation or construction
should have stringent sustainability tests applied.

This does not exclude materials commonly used in contemporary design such as sheet-
metal or timber cladding and glazing.

Poor-quality or unsympathetic materials should not be used, such as cast or
reconstituted stone, reconstituted slate, concrete tiles, UPVC gutters or windows. The
detailing of new work will depend on the materials chosen. Detailing of traditional
materials should in most cases conform to traditional practice; in contrast, more
contemporary materials can adopt more contemporary detailing practice.

A major factor in sustainable design will be heating and ventilation. Heating costs will
need to be minimised and managed, so the thermal performance of the existing
building must be as good as possible after restoration. This will require the use of
modern materials in the finishing of the inside face of external walls. Windows will
need to be properly insulated.

Records should be kept of all works undertaken. The fabric should be recorded
archaeologically before the work is carried out, and during archaeological works.

7.3.8 Historic Environment Scotland guidance and advice

Historic Environment Scotland has published considerable amounts of guidance to
assist in the conservation and restoration of all aspects of the built environment in
Scotland. These range from highly technical reports, papers and guidance on specific
building techniques and architectural design, to more general strategic guidance for
historic assets. They are divided into series, of which the following are the most
relevant:

— Managing change in the historic environment (26 booklets)

— INFORM Guide (55 pamphlets) - high level and general guidance
— Technical Advice Notes (26 booklets)

— Short Guide (14 booklets)

— Guides for Practitioners (10 booklets)

— Technical Paper (27 booklets)

— Research and Study Report (4 booklets)

All publications are available for searching and downloading (and in some cases
purchasing) from the HES website.’e This corpus of published guidance is a vital
resource that should be relied upon in managing the process of change at Hall of
Clestrain.

16 https:/ /www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/  accessed
September 2018
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HES has also prepared Advisory standards of conservation and repair for the historic
building environment in Scotland. This is an unpublished paper, but available on the HES
website.l” The paper is a general paper concerning conservation and repair of all
historic building types, and therefore not all sections are relevant. It sets out the
standard that HES expects to be followed in conservation and repair projects and
should also be followed as a general guide.

7.3.9 Archaeology

Archaeology is not limited to below-ground archaeology and applies to the fabric of
standing buildings. Archaeology can also be a statutory requirement and can be made
a condition on the granting of Planning or Listed Building Consent.

This conservation plan has been commissioned to inform the management of change
at Hall of Clestrain. However, despite the considerable amount of research presented
in this conservation plan, there remain areas of uncertainty in the understanding and
identification of elements of the fabric that may be of significance. Some of this
understanding may only become complete with physical investigations.

Archaeology will have an important part to play in the conservation of Hall of
Clestrain. In this project, the detailed understanding of physical evidence is critical.
Archaeological analysis provides a way of further analysing and discussing this
evidence. Conclusions reached so far, including the conclusions in this conservation
plan, should be considered to be provisional before they have been tested by
archaeological methods. This could include paint sampling, small scale physical
investigation, observations during alteration or removal of fabric, and
dendrochronology.

The element of archaeological work that is likely to be needed before design is
confirmed is in the clearance of the pig pens and concrete floor and wall covering from
the basement. This work might require listed building consent. The reason for doing
this work at an early stage is that as much understanding as possible is needed of the
building before proposals are developed. The removal of this material from the
basement might reveal indications about partition positions which could influence the
design. Another possibility is that a stone flagged floor survives underneath the
existing concrete base. It might be salvageable or it might be unusable if concrete has
been poured directly on top of it. The cost of a stone floor is high, but it would be
important to know if a stone floor exists, partly for costs, but also because it could
influence the design, including the design of the heating system.

Another element which could influence the design would be the information from
archaeology on the site around the Hall of Clestrain. Two particular areas could
contain information which will influence design, funding, and operational issues:
these are the area of the yard between the two pavilions, and the area to the east of the
site of the east pavilion. There is a potential that the area between the pavilions will
reveal the history of levels in this area. These levels look higher than the 18th century
north wall of Hall of Clestrain but appear to be correct on the, possibly later, east and
west pavilions. There might be a record of paving or other surfaces visible in this area.

17 See https:/ /www.historicenvironment.scot/ media/4068/advisory-standards-repair.pdf
accessed September 2018.
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It is also possible that records of buildings which pre-existed Hall of Clestrain could
be discovered. This could influence the design of an extension if it is to be between
the two pavilions. If the archaeology is interesting it could be left visible as part of the
floor of an extension.

The second area, to the east of the east pavilion, could be investigated to reveal the
position and information about any buildings that once existed in this area. A small
building is shown on the 1880s OS map but it seems possible that buildings existed
and were demolished before that date. The position of a well is also possible in this
area.

The archaeological investigation should, if possible, cover a wider area than the
ownership of the John Rae Society. Archaeological investigations and analysis might
be able to explain the history and note changes in the immediate setting of Hall of
Clestrain.

Opportunities for evaluation, analysis, or recording of the physical fabric of Hall of
Clestrain need to be considered as part of its overall conservation. A 3D point cloud
scan has been completed and could be used as the basis for further recording. This
would ensure that a full understanding of the history of the building is established for
the future.

It is advisable to consult with those employed or commissioned by the local authority
responsible for archaeology at an early stage in developing proposals for change. If
recording is carried out following their requirements and this may obviate any
subsequent need for archaeological conditions on the granting of Planning or Listed
Building Consent. {This is in progress}

In areas, buildings and structures where the local authority has no statutory control to
insist on archaeological evaluation, analysis, or recording, it should still be carried out
as it is best practice in the historic environment. It may also contribute to establishing
or maintaining good relations with the local authority. {I agree}

Policy 10 - Archaeological evaluation, analysis, and recording

Archaeological work should take place in advance of and during repairs and
alterations to Hall of Clestrain. A programme of building recording should be
developed with the local authority.

It is normally likely that, prior to any development works commencing, the local
authority will require a method statement for recording the buildings to be
commissioned from an archaeologist. This would be in the form of an archaeological
Written Scheme of Investigation and would need their approval before recording
could commence.

Policy 11 - Archaeological findings

The results of any archaeological involvement with the fabric must be presented to
the local authority through the completion of a Data Structure Report, detailing the
findings of the archaeological recording.

Any new information obtained from further archaeological recording, and primary
source research should be used to inform ongoing management of the building and to
update this conservation plan as appropriate.
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Policy 12 - Further research

Further research should be undertaken on Hall of Clestrain as opportunities arise,
and such opportunities should be encouraged by the owners.

7.4 Building Standards
741 Complying with Building Standards

The Building (Scotland) Regulations Act 2004, and all subsequent amendments, define
the performance criteria that a building should achieve, such as the level of resistance
to the spread of fire. The legislation is designed to ensure that new buildings and
works achieve the objectives of the Act in terms of health, safety, welfare, convenience,
conservation of fuel and power, and sustainable development.

It is necessary to submit detailed proposals for works for checking and approval prior
to commencing any works. Consent to proceed with works is signified by the issue of
a Building Warrant issued by the LPA.

The regulations always apply where construction occurs, except for a small number of
exemptions. The definition of construction is such that it includes alterations and
extensions as well as entirely new buildings. Changes in the use of a building, or even
parts of a building (which are termed ‘conversions’ by the regulations), also require
the issue of a Building Warrant. There are various criteria that define whether a
conversion is taking Hall of Clestrain, such as a change in the occupation or use of a
building which alters the number of dwellings in the building, a change in the
occupation or use of a building to allow access by the public where previously there
was none. It is important to establish from the verifier (usually the LPA Building
Control) whether they consider that a conversion is taking Hall of Clestrain as there
may be a requirement to improve the existing standards of the building, or part of the
building, concerned, even if no other work is planned.

The need to upgrade the fabric of a building to meet present day standards can be
difficult and costly to achieve, and it is recognised that this is not reasonably
practicable in many existing buildings. The regulations therefore concede that a lower
level of provision can be sufficient in certain instances and it is therefore important to
establish with the verifier where meeting the standards in full is not reasonably
practicable as early as possible.

It is acknowledged in the Technical Standards that, in the case of historic buildings,
the “special interest” should influence the extent to which improvement is required; for
example, special interest may be primarily limited to exteriors, and more improvement
to interiors may therefore be required. Guidance on this area has been published
jointly by Historic Environment Scotland and the Scottish Building Standards Agency,
(Historic Scotland Guide for Practitioners 6, Conversion of Traditional Buildings, the
Application of Scottish Building Standards). This publication is not a technical handbook,
its function is that of a support document. It recognises that there are no rigidly defined
rules when dealing with works affecting listed buildings and so the emphasis is upon
establishing a practical approach; one where the needs of conservation and public
safety are balanced.

Policy 13 - Complying with building regulations

All proposals for change should comply with the Building Regulations, and a
Building Warrant is required before the start of any work on site. Work closely with
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the verifier from an early stage in design development to ensure that historic-
building circumstances are considered. Applications should be lodged as early as
possible to allow for discussion and possible adjustments to technical details.

Complying with building regulations might produce some challenges for some
conservation elements of this project.

e Conservation of fuel and power. This is one of the most difficult issues to

address in making historic buildings comply with historic buildings standards.
The regulations for conservation of fuel and power require external walls to be
sufficiently heat insulating. Frustratingly, the regulations and calculations for
existing masonry walls undervalue their capacity for heat retention. In order
to meet building standards and to provide a heated interior it is normally
necessary to clad the inner face of stone walls. There are current advances in
methods for doing this. In the past, heat insulation of external walls was by
fixing timbers to create a cavity and then finishing with lath and 30mm of
plaster. This is how the inside faces of the habitable rooms within the first and
second floors of Hall of Clestrain would have been finished originally. Until
recently, insulation was added to this build up to achieve compliance with
building regulations. Recently, and with valuable research and advice from
various sources including Historic Environment Scotland, an alternative has
been used which is better for the condition of the building. This is a build-up
which involves no cavities. Clay, or a similar material, is applied to the inner
surface of the wall to get it flat and insulation and plaster applied directly to it.
This is emerging practice. Not all technical issues have been addressed, for
instance how does the clay “stick” to walls built of non-absorbent stone such
as limestone schist and granites, the typical building material in the north and
west of Scotland. More needs to be understood about how wet walls should
be allowed to dry before this internal wall finish is applied.

At Hall of Clestrain it should be possible to achieve the required insulation
levels in the rooms that would be restored on the principal floor. However,
leaving masonry visible within these rooms might not be an option. This might
guide the project towards a greater amount of restoration on the first floor
beyond the rooms where the best evidence survives which is the entrance hall
and north west room.

This same requirement would apply at the second-floor level. It would be a
great pity to find a solution which covers the ashlar post roof construction or
the rafters. Adequate insulation could be provided on the plane of the sarking.

Structural. The internal structure of Hall of Clestrain has survived for 250 years
but it is compromised by rot, particularly under areas of the roof which have
been open to rain for a time and where the timber passes into wet masonry.
The structural capabilities of the floor have to accommodate the proposed use.
This might guide the use of the top floor. For instance, if office use is proposed
for the top floor, the floor must be strong enough to support the weight of filing
cabinets. A physical solution might be in introducing steelwork into partitions
within the ground and first floors to support additional weight at the upper
level. This would be invasive into the sensitive historic structure. There might
be ways of committing to methods and limitations in the management of the
building in use which means that the amount of loading does not apply.
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e Fire escape. Issues of safe escape during a fire are mandatory and less easy to
relax. A solution within Hall of Clestrain is likely to rely on the existing stone
stair because there is insufficient space for an additional fire escape. The
existing stone stair will not comply with the requirements for a stair on a fire
escape route. However, it is not as divergent from compliance as some stairs
that have been agreed as fire escapes in the conversion of listed buildings. The
building has a considerable advantage in having a main door on the first floor
which means that the length of fire escape from the upper floor is only one
floor. Fire escapes are supposed to have two doors separation between the
escape route and occupied rooms. This could present a difficulty for the design
of the restoration of the first floor Hall of Clestrain. Introducing a lobby
between the entrance hall and the north west rooms would be completely
counter to the purpose of restoration. It is sometimes possible to relax these
issues by introducing special fire protection measures such as a sprinkler
system. But these systems could be invasive if included within the floor build
up or visually intrusive if fitted below in relatively low rooms. Detection
systems are usually easier to accommodate and an air sampling system, such
as the Vesda system, might be appropriate.

Access for the fire service will need to be considered in the site layout including
a sufficiently wide access route.

The same building control requirements also apply to the west pavilion, the rebuilt
east pavilion, and any new building.

74.2  MG&E services: introduction, upgrading, extending

Policy 14 - New services should be designed so that their installation and
maintenance causes minimal damage to all historic fabric.

This is particularly the case in the introduction of services; surface-mounting of
services is preferable, re-using existing chases, or using existing voids, for example
chimney flues and behind skirtings. This is necessary in elements of outstanding,
considerable and moderate significance.

The retention or recovery of significant character and quality by attention to details of
form and texture, treatment of surfaces and methods of lighting.

7.4.3  Other compliance requirements

Some alterations or changes in the use of spaces may be required, in order for the
finished project or parts of it to comply with aspects of the law and regulations. These
range from data protection to safeguarding children. The completed building should
meet these requirements where possible, without negative impacts on elements or
fabric of significance. The impacts of proposed changes on fabric, views and setting,
should be considered in impact assessments prepared by heritage professionals.

7.5 Materials in repair

Good guidance about the materials used in repair and conservation is available from
organisations such as Historic Environment Scotland and the Society for the Protection
of Ancient Buildings. They indicate the general standards for conservation and use of
materials in conservation that apply to Hall of Clestrain.
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The evidence for the slated roof is from photographs of around 1900. It is probable
that this was not the original roof because a roof would be expected to be re-slated at
least once over a period of the first 130 years of the life of the building but also because
we know that there was a significant change in the roof around the end of the 18th
Century when the pediment was removed. This probably involved the stripping and
re-slating of south pitch, at least. A storm that was strong enough to damage the
pediment could also have significantly damaged the roof, requiring extensive repairs.

The 1900 photographs are the best available record. This could be backed up by
physical evidence of peg positions, and any surviving pegs. There may be remnants
of slate for instance at wallhead level. If this type of evidence is discovered, it will
affect the selection of materials for the reinstatement of the building. Based on the
photograph, it is assumed that slates from an Orkney source, such as a quarry on
mainland Orkney would be an appropriate source for re-slating the building. Slates
would be fitted according to traditional practice. This might be by pegs over battens
or it might be through sarking depending on the evidence of the roof construction.
Slating would now include an underslate membrane intended to control condensation
that could damage the underside of the slates and lead. It would be a breathable
membrane so that ventilation is available to the underside of the slates and
condensation is not concentrated on timber below them. This would be a departure
from the original construction but it would be necessary to comply with current best
practice and prolong the life of the construction.

The existing stones on the ridge would be re-bedded. At junctions with gables there
would be a lime mortar fillet. Various techniques can improve the adhesion of this
vulnerable detail. At the foot of the pitches there should be cast iron rhones and
downpipes. Castiron would not have been the specification in 1769. The final account
schedule might give more information about pipes and hoppers. If it does, it should
be followed. The 18th century wallhead finish will either have been no rainwater goods
at all, where the eaves simply shed free of the walls below, or would have been lead
gutters, hoppers and pipes.

Cast iron should be painted. Often a dark grey colour is chosen to reference the colour
of freshly fitted lead. This seems to have been the approach to selecting a colour for
downpipes in the years during and after the gradual change from lead pipes to cast
iron.

Masonry should be rubble sandstone with dressed stones at corners, chimneys and
around windows. The dressed sandstone is from a different source than the rubble
stone used for the walls. It should have a petrographic analysis to match a similar
sandstone in colour, characteristics, weathering and bedding. Dressed stone should
be correctly bedded according to their purpose within the building. Tooling on
dressed stones should match the character of existing stones exactly. It is not clear if
there was tooling on dressed stones but it appears that sandstone was brought to a fair
flush face. Dr John Flett Brown, geologist, has advised that the quarry on the
Scorradale Road had all the strata of stone required for the construction of The Hall of
Clestrain. It seems likely that the stone came from that quarry.

The rubble stone would be from another local source. A supply of rubble stone will
be needed to rebuild the east pavilion at least for the south gable. This should be local
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stone for the walls and for the corners and around windows. It should follow the
evidence of contemporary vernacular buildings elsewhere on Orkney.

Mortars should be based on the analysis of early mortars. It is possible that different
mixes were used for bedding stones, pointing and harling. The addition of clay is
possible. The source of lime should be established. In a site close to the shore, it is
possible that lime was made by burning shells rather than quarried limestone. This
will become evident as samples of the existing mortar are analysed. New mortars
should match the existing closely. The means of harling should also be considered. It
is possible that lime is applied with a trowel rather than thrown at Hall of Clestrain.
It is also possible that there was a different treatment on the smarter south elevation
than on the other sides. Generally, there would be up to five coats of limewash. It
seems most likely that limewash was carried over dressed stones as well as harl. This
might be proven by close inspection from a scaffold. Although it is probably correct
to put limewash over every external masonry surface except the steps, it is not popular
in contemporary taste. It cuts across the enjoyment of the aesthetic of the character of
the stone, its aged and eroded state. As with other decorating decisions, this is a
decision which can be taken one way and then changed the next time the building is
limewashed/ painted.

Windows should be a close match to the surviving softwood material, the detail design
and astragal (glazing bar) profile of the surviving windows. The profile might need to
be amended to meet requirements for minimizing heat loss. There may be some traces
of colour in places where the surviving windows have been masked from weathering,
such as where they are fitted into rebates in the stone openings. If the colour cannot
be found there are a number of Georgian precedents that can be used. Pure white was
not a colour used on external joinery for Georgian buildings. Strong white paint was
not available until the 1930s.

Internal stonework such as the stair would be treated as external stonework. Not every
piece of decayed or chipped stonework needs to be replaced. The visual appearance
and historic record of masonry can be more disrupted by excessive stone replacement.

In the interior the work is mainly restoration. When existing material is being retained,
which is always preferable, it should be retained with its paint layers. Where paint
survives it should be left in situ even if it is painted over. In this way the evidence of
former paint schemes is left in the building. In the future it might be possible to
determine more evidence from paint samples than can be discovered currently.
Fragments of wall finish on plaster should also be retained in-situ even if covered over.
All existing finishes should be recorded in photographs or cross referenced to the paint
sample report.

7.5.1 Understanding and planning regular maintenance

Systematic care based on good maintenance and housekeeping is both cost-effective
and good conservation practice. Early action can often prevent decay and avoid the
need for major repair later.

Hall of Clestrain has been uninhabited since it was damaged in a storm in 1953. The
ground floor has been used since that time, for keeping pigs. The building had minimal
repair and maintenance apart from the asbestos cement roof covering fitted after the
storm. In 2018, following the purchase of the building, the John Rae Society have
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commissioned temporary works to secure the building, patch the roof, and protect the
windows. The second-floor had poultry. The nests were between the rafters.

This conservation plan has been commissioned to inform the management of change
at the building and the development of designs for changing its current use. This
includes improvements to condition and rectifying all defects. Within five years, the
condition of the fabric should be systematically reviewed in a condition report, as the
first quinquennial (five-yearly) condition inspection report.

The report should list works according to categories of urgency. The categories should
be ‘immediate’, “urgent’, ‘necessary” and “desirable”:

— Urgent work should be carried out within one year of the date of inspection.

— Necessary works relate to issues that, while not causing actual damage, may
become urgent within five years and should be addressed before this period
has elapsed.

— Desirable works are repairs of a long-term nature and other works, for example
restoration of the original appearance of the building.

Some urgent items may be noted as requiring immediate attention. This indicates that
an issue is causing harm to the fabric, now, or presents an immediate threat to public
health and safety and must be addressed and resolved as soon as possible. It is
unlikely that works of this nature can wait for grant funding. The John Rae Society
have tackled all “Immediate” category works. The collapsing retaining wall at the
front of Clestrain is getting worse.

The quinquennial report should be a comprehensive survey of all buildings, structures
and spaces in the same ownership, or land holding etc. irrespective of whether they
are considered historic.

An annual sum should be set aside to pay for the quinquennial inspection report and
for maintenance purposes. It is inevitable that investment will need to be prioritised,
and not all immediate or urgent actions will be possible within a set budget.

It is essential as part of the ongoing management of the building to develop a
maintenance plan for the site. Ongoing appropriate maintenance will prevent decay
of building fabric.

A regular watch should be kept from the ground and from upper windows for leaks,
overflowing gutters, blocked downpipes, drains etc.

Every six months:

— the roofs, rhones, valleys and parapet gutters and all rainwater goods should
be inspected and cleaned out.

— drains should be cleared.
— external paintwork checked.
Every year:

— masonry, pointing, limewashed/rendered areas should be checked for any
damage or loss, cracking, flaking or efflorescence.

— metal deck roofs (after reinstatement of the pediment) and flashings should be
checked and cleared.
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— accessible roof voids should be checked for evidence of water ingress, insect or
fungal attack.

— timber windows and doors (after repair) should be checked for decay, loss of
sand mastic, cracking or rot, and moving parts oiled.

— rooflights should be checked for deterioration and cleaned.
— chimneys should be visually checked for pointing, security and condition.

— vegetation next to structures should be kept away if potentially damaging to
masonry or blocking drainage.

Other regular checks should be made:
— Fire extinguishers and all other appliances are to be serviced annually.
— Electrical wiring and other installations should be tested every five years.

— A cycle of external painting of joinery and ironmongery should be completed
every ten years.

Policy 4 - Maintenance planning

Prepare a maintenance plan on the basis of quinquennial inspection reports. It
should formally be adopted as part of the overall management strategy for Hall of
Clestrain.

7.6 Setting
Policy 5 - Enhancing views towards buildings and structures
Preserve, protect and enhance views and setting of Hall of Clestrain.

The setting of Hall of Clestrain possibly has not changed significantly since its first
construction in 1769. It is possible that the north-south axis which is part of the
aesthetic presentation of Hall of Clestrain, predates the “squaring” of the landscape
around into fields. The relationship between the house and the shore will be similar
to the original relationship although the position of the public road has changed. The
relationship between Hall of Clestrain and the main views towards Stromness and the
hills on Hoy will also be similar. The main change will be in the character of the view,
with more boats on the water and a change in the character of Stromness. The
immediate landscape would have been similar. Old maps show slightly more trees
but these are likely to have been quite low bushes rather than full woodland.

The probable similarity of the setting to its past appearance means that visual change
in the significant views should be limited. A radical change of appearance on Hall of
Clestrain or its immediate setting would not be desirable. A change could be highly
visible because Hall of Clestrain can be seen from a considerable distance away. It is
possible that it was intended to be visible from Stromness, and from the Coldomo
Road. The amount of change would be measured by considering the principal views,
both towards the building and from it. The most significant view towards Hall of
Clestrain is from the south. This is the view towards the designed front of Hall of
Clestrain including the now missing pediment. This is also a landscape view because,
historically, Hall of Clestrain has been seen within an area of managed landscape
including the walled garden and the field enclosures. The views to the west were
probably also a consideration in the landscape design around the house. Alterations
to the north of the house and to the north east, would be partly hidden by the 3m high
walls of the walled garden.
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The principal views from Hall of Clestrain are from the first-floor windows to the
south, west and north. The views from the south could also include the view from the
head of the stair up to the south door. These are distant views, but the character of the
foreground is also important. In the views to the west and south, the character of the
foreground should not change significantly other than repair and improved drainage.
In the view northwards, the foreground would have been the back court - a working
area which would not normally have been part of the views from the polite
apartments. There is an important view to Stenness loch and the hills beyond. An
extension would change this view by changing the foreground but change in this area
could be considered to be acceptable because the view from the three north windows
on the first floor was always intended to be over a practical service area rather than an
area designed to contribute to the beauty of the view. The views to the north are not
necessarily axial. Like the views to the west, they might have been intended to provide
a 180° panorama or sweep of views from the largest apartment at the north west part
of the main floor.

Some of the requirements of a building or extension that contains a visitor experience
must be considered in terms of the setting of Hall of Clestrain. In views from the north,
it is likely that an extension would be visible. However, Hall of Clestrain is a strong
and significant presence within the landscape. It is a well-defined gabled box. An
extension to provide a visitor experience need not be absolutely deferential. It can
have its own identifiable form within the landscape without damaging the significance
of Hall of Clestrain within its setting.

Possibly more difficult to design for will be the visual clutter of cars and coaches.
Vehicles will be a new element to the landscape and will include of reflective services,
and a variety of colours and forms. This visual intrusion can only be mitigated by
careful placing and by some screening. The kind of screening that is available on most
heritage sites such as hedges, trees, etc. might not be considered to be possible or
appropriate in this landscape. However, walls and bushes would have a strong
precedent both from historic evidence and from the current appearance of the
surrounding landscape. Management

7.6.1 Management

Policies for management structures and practices that promote the efficient execution
of the policies above and make clear the need for:

* planning and management by a single entity (or, at least, by a coordinated
management structure with well understood responsibilities and procedures);

* continuing relevant and expert advice (including continuity of conservation
advice);

* informed supervision of minor as well as major work including intelligent and
vigilant attention to security and maintenance in order to reduce deterioration and
the risk of fire, vandalism and theft;

 control of ephemera such as advertising, banners, signs, posters, art works, displays
and exhibitions;

* keeping a record of actions which have affected Hall of Clestrain and the reasons
for them —as a resource for future decision makers;

* periodic review of policies.
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7.6.2  Business planning
Policy 6 - Business Planning

All business decisions for Hall of Clestrain should take into account anticipated
costs of conservation issues, conservation plan policies and future repair liabilities.

7.6.3  Interpretation

Hall of Clestrain is intended to become a place where visitors would come for
interpretation. An explanation of its history and significance should be provided. Hall
of Clestrain has an interesting history which contributes to its cultural significance.
Through interpretation, significance can be conveyed and explained. Interpretation is
an integral part of raising appreciation and awareness for the conservation of Hall of
Clestrain.

The opportunities for interpretation at Hall of Clestrain are unusually broad. This is
due to the association of Hall of Clestrain with John Rae. The life of John Rae is full of
incident and is well-recorded. It also has an important resonance with current issues
about climate change, conservation of the Arctic, and the lives of people who live north
of the Arctic Circle.

Historically, Hall of Clestrain can cover many stories of 18t and 19t century life in
rural Orkney through an understanding of its architecture, its position within the
islands, and its recorded history. These themes include:

e Its architecture - the introduction of the Palladian style. Where did this style
come from? Why build such a smart house at this date?

e Land use - what was the relationship between the house and the way that the
land was used around it. Is it a farm house? Is the inter-visibility between
Clestrain and Stromness intentional and how did it affect the design?

e What is the evidence for internal and external restoration? How much could
be found out through analysis including scientific testing, and where was
guesswork needed?

e Who is involved in the conservation and repair of the building - what were
their skills in joinery, plastering and painting? Were they the same as the skills
250 years ago when the house was first finished?

e  What would the inside and outside of the house have looked like? What would
the furniture have been? We know from census records that a lot of people
lived in the house, what would its domestic character have been? What would
it have been like to live there or to work there?

The interpretation of the stories around John Rae are almost limitless and will have to
be carefully considered before interpretation is designed. These stories might change
and develop over time. Climate change is a current and changing topic and permanent
interpretation could quickly go out of date. The requirement for flexibility in
interpretation would guide and influence the design of a visitor experience. As well
as a wide scope of potential themes for interpretation, there is also the opportunity to
carry interpretation much deeper into research.

Interpretation over such a broad and relevant range of subjects should be designed to
appeal to a wide range of audiences including each age group. It should appeal to
people from the local community as well as visitors to Orkney. Typically, these themes
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are developed in consultation with the owner in an audience development plan and,
activities plan or interpretation plan.

It is likely that the design of interpretation will influence the design of the layout of
both the existing building and an extension.

Further research can be by access to further information in archive or posted on the
internet. It can also involve notification of discoveries or insights produced by
research so that people’s engagement with the building can continue long after their
visit. This can be coordinated with the research aspirations of the John Rae Society.

Policy 7 - Interpretation

Interpret the history and significance of Hall of Clestrain, to promote it and its
association with John Rae, and enhance its understanding and appreciation.
Interpretation should have minimal physical impact on fabric and its appreciation.

1.1.1 Archiving and dissemination

A copy of this conservation plan should be kept in the archive of the owners. It should
be actively made available to the users/managers/tenants of Hall of Clestrain. A copy
of the conservation plan will be lodged by the authors with the Historic Environment
Scotland archive, and the local authority archaeology service. A digital copy will be
maintained by the authors.

7.6.4  Further investigation, research and reporting and publication

There are various gaps in understanding which have become evident during the
consultation for of this conservation plan. Sufficient detail has been supplied, or
interpreted from the surviving fabric, to be able to address the conservation issues
associated with the building. More information might become available which could
influence the conclusions of the conservation plan. The most obvious area for further
research is archaeology. We can guess that there is information currently hidden
underground or behind later finishes such as the concrete floor and wall coverings in
the basement. Information discovered through archaeological analysis or evaluation
(digging) could influence the detail of conservation recommendations and should
influence the design of an extension.

Other gaps in the understanding of the history of Hall of Clestrain include:
e Further documentary research - specific sources are not known but might exist.

e Recent history - the history of the Craigie family and their connection and use
of Hall of Clestrain should be recorded. This history might be recorded in
interviews.

e Other memories and anecdotes about the place such as the existence of the road
between the house and the shore should also be recorded.

e Archaeological and architectural assessments of the building should also be
stored in a single archive.

e The final account document should be carefully transcribed.

At critical points as the work is being carried out, an archaeologist should view parts
of the structure. This archaeological review should be built into the contractor’s
programme if it is part of the restoration or building contract. It would include
inspection of the upper side of the roof timbers and the upper surface of wallheads
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when roofing work is being carried out. This might give more evidence about the
pediment, its width and size, and possibly its shape.

Physical research should also include research into the composition of early mortars
found in the building both for pointing and for harl. There may be traces of limewash
left on the building, for instance in the junction with window frames. All historic paint
finishes should be analysed and the results added to the John Rae Society archive. This
research should be by microscope paint analysis where a sample is filed to a smooth
surface to provide a cross section which can be inspected under a microscope. Each
layer of paint is evident, but the layers also contain other information such as
discolouration, type of paint, its crystal or salt content. In section it is possible to see
layers of dirt on the surface of paint layers which distinguishes a topcoat from an
undercoat. The amount of dirt and discolouration also gives evidence about the
periods of intense use or neglect of the building and can indicate alterations
particularly on joinery. An older piece of joinery will have more paint layers.

The images below are from Axwell Park near Newcastle. They illustrate a typical paint
section analysis.
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Figure 54 Axwell Park, Gateshead, ¢.1760, Paint analysis of the Mirror Room. (Crick-Smith
Conservation)
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The significance of Hall of Clestrain means that it is of academic interest across
Scotland and Britain. As far as possible the research information should be published
in the kind of detail that would be useful to people researching the various subjects
associated with Hall of Clestrain.
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8.0

APPENDIXI - LIST DESCRIPTION

11262020 HALL OF CLESTRAIM (LB13892)

Listed Building

The only legal part of the listing under the Planning (Listing Buildings and

Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 is the address/name of site. Addresses

and building names may have changed since the date of listing - see 'About
Listed Buildings' below for more information. The further details below the
‘Address/Mame of Site’ are provided for information purposes only.

Address/Name of Site

HALL OF CLESTRAIN
LB19892

Status: Designated

Documents

There are no additional online documents for this record.

Summary

Category Local Authority NGR

A Orkney Islands HY 29552 7532
Date Added Planning Authority Coordinates.
081214971 Orkney lslands 328652, 1007532
Supplementary Information Parish

Updated Orphir

021102020

Description

1769. Georgian. 11/2-storeys on basement. Harled; dressed face-work. Low
moulded doorway approached by stair. Gabled ends. Modern asbestos roof

Statement of Special Interest

Unusual. Clestrain passed from Stewarts to Honymans ¢ 1700. Earlier Hall was
raided 10th Feb. 1725 by John Gow's pirate crew. Present Hall built for Patrick
Honyman, 3rd of Graemsay. Now derelict.

|parial. historcensinonment scobidesignation’L B 10602
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11/2672020 HALL OF CLESTRAIN (LB19892)

References
Bibliography

Clouston Orkney Parishes .
New Statistical Account (1845) Orphir, County of Orkney. Vol. XV. p18.
Francis H Groome (1896) Ordnance Gazetteer of Scotland, pl42.

Ordnance Survey (1879-1880) Ordnance Survey Name Books, Orkney, Volume
14, p.19 at https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-
name-books/orkney-os-name-books-1879-1880/orkney-volume-14/20.

Canmore

® https://canmore.org.uk/site/1500/

About Listed Buildings

Historic Environment Scotland is responsible for designating sites and places at
the national level. These designations are Scheduled monuments, Listed
buildings, Inventory of gardens and designed landscapes and Inventory of
historic battlefieids.

We make recommendations to the Scottish Government about historic marine
protected areas, and the Scottish Ministers decide whether to designate.

Listing 1s the process that identifies, designates and provides statutory
protection for buildings of special architectural or historic interest as set out in
the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997.

We list buildings which are found to be of special architectural or historic
interest using the selection guidance published in Designation Policy and
Selection Guidance (2019)

Listed building records provide an indication of the special architectural or
historic interest of the listed building which has been identified by its statutory
address. The description and additional information provided are supplementary
and have no legal weight.

These records are not definitive historical accounts or a complete description of
the building(s). If part of a building is not described it does not mean it is not

portal. historicenvironment scot/designation/LB 19892
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1262020 HALL OF CLESTRAIN (LB13892)

listed. The format of the listed building record has changed over time. Earlier
records may be brief and some information will not have been recorded.

The legal part of the listing is the address/name of site which is known as the
statutory address. Other than the name or address of a listed building, further
details are provided for information purposes only. Historic Environment
Scotland does not accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered as a
conseguence of inaccuracies in the information provided. Addresses and
building names may have changed since the date of listing. Even if a number or
name is missing from a listing address it will still be listed. Listing covers both
the exterior and the interior and any object or structure fixed to the building.
Listing also applies to buildings or structures not physically attached but which
are part of the curtilage (or land) of the listed building as long as they were
erected before 1 July 1948,

While Historic Environment Scotland is responsible for designating listed
buildings, the planning authority is responsible for determining what is covered
by the listing, including what is listed through curtilage. However, for listed
buildings designated or for listings amended from 1 October 2015, legal
exclusions to the listing may apply.

If part of a building is not listed, it will say that it is excluded in the statutory
address and in the statement of special interest in the listed building record. The
statement will use the word ‘excluding’ and guote the relevant section of the
1997 Act. Some earlier listed buillding records may use the word "excluding’, but
if the Act is not quoted, the record has not been revised to reflect subseguent
legislation.

Listed building consent is required for changes to a listed building which affect
its character as a building of special architectural or historic interest. The
relevant planning authority is the point of contact for applications for listed
building consent.

Find out more about listing and our other designations at
www_ historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support. You can contact us on 0131
668 8914 or at designationsi@hes_scot.

Images

There are no images available for this record.

Printed: 26,/11/2020 12:24

|porial. historcenvironment scob/designation’LB 1 5892
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9.0 APPENDIXII - HISTORIC ACCOUNT

r OTEIT TR TIEEm EY R ST e ISR 5eve
sixty nine years Which day in presence of John Riddock Sheriff and Steward

Acco of the Substitute of Orkney appearad James Spence Writer in Kirkwall Pros for
Measure of Alexander Writer in Kirkwall Inglver of the Accompt of the Measure of Patrick
Patrick - Honyman of Gramsay Esqre his newhouse At Clastron underwritten Desiring the
Horeyman same to be Insert and registerd in the Sherdl and Steward Court books of
oF Craimsavs Orkney for preservation Conform to the act of Parfiam' made aneint reglstration
New of probative writes in all points Which desire the said Judge fMound reasonable
and therafore ordained the same o be done accordingly to the foresaid Whereof
#t Cestrain the Tennr e
1768 Acco of the Measure of Patrick Honyman of Gramsay £sq’
[RNOrSINns his Newhouse at Claistron
F |
Ground Floor 3
3 5
7 = |To 7 Sash Windows at /2 pr foat square pr Sketch of prices ¥4 401 feat 14
To Glaring ditto at /1 pe Lozen & painting at % pr Do 15
To making 36 % of Pottie for Do &t /1 pr Do Sketch 3
[Ta Shutters for these at 3/ pr a shilling deducted as they ara not put up 1
[Ta Lintellng af Co at /5 pe pr Do Sketch 2
To 6 doors at 5/ pr Sketch 10
[To Lintelling these doors af the Wire Cellar the 15t at /5 prand
91 1} the others at /4 per Ditto yas feot 2
El To plain Ining beside the doars at /6 pr pr Do Sketch for [ ?
32 2 Ta Do Do ot the Door of the Parlowr at Do pr Do 3 -2
1
] 2 To Da Do far 3 Press abave the Door Head at Do 3 an
5 2
12 To Do Do for & Press for Coaths i Do ot Do pr for a 7
7 K
5 4 To 9 Shehves work & half 2t /6 pr Do Sketch far 8
1 The whole at /6 per yard pe Sketch of prices 32 16
To doubike Architraves round these Doors at (2 pr foot per Do for 156 feet 5
To Sirgle Do at /1 pr foat pr Da for 34 8 2
To & Main Double Doeor 3
Ta a Lght abave the daor with Glazing Painting and
Pottie rated ny shove yos toet 1)
b3 2 To Lathing above the Kitchen a1 /4 pe yard pr Do Sketch " 1
14 )
W To Do n the Passage ot Do of pr Do for " ]
5
[} Ta Do in ihe Lobiby at Do v Do for i 0
7 6 1n N
10 L) To Da kn the Midroom at Do pr Do for
11 o
L] 6 Ta Do n another Roam o Do pr Do for a (]
4
11 3 Ta Da m the Parour at Do pr O for B 4
10
L 3 To Da Kool of the Milsbaouse at Da pr Do for 5 A%
&
2 1 The whale 3 /4 pe yard pr Skotch of Prices L R 11
9 1 ﬁo 2 D00rs for the Press har Clanthes double work [] an
9 ? To 4 Do for o Book and Paper Press Do 1%
P 4 Ta 2 Doors for a Pagor Press Do 2 IN
The whobe at 1/2 pr yard pr Sketch of peices 29 () 14
L] ¥
4 To frames far thise doors work and half at /0 pr i 3
For Lintedls pr Sketch 2/8 and a Conter for the Kachen
12 Chimney 176 v 4
7 o Linieg for the Book Press 9 E]
5 To 9 5hehas tor Do Work and hat 7 an
1
12 To Paper Press lining 9 ]
7
1) Yo 9 Sholves for Do Work and half ? a
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1
4 2 To 8 Uprights in Do 0o Do s ]
1
a4 2 T 3 Shehws above the Door e ad work snd half 2 -X
1
Ta 7 Uprights in Do Do Da Do ) 04
The whole at /6 pr Sketch of prcos A4 7
The First Floor
To Squanng and Levelling 21 Jossts a2 /B pr Sketch 14
E] 10 [To9'\Windaws at /9 pr foot pr DaSketch for 240 feet [}
7 To Glaring 162 Lazer in Do at /1 pe Do iy 11
To Panting Da at /9 pe and making 46 1bs Pattle
3 /L prpr Dol 10
To Shutters for these Windows a1 /3 pr becauss
0 neithor fitted noe put up pr Do 7
33 To flooring a /B pr yd pe Do Sketch 110 ™
] o Add for & Window Scles 3 116
1 6
[} Deduct (e Opan of the Stow 62
7
5 Also foe § hearth Stores 5% W0 1A 105 N 10
1 L) 1
To Linteling the above 9 Windows at /% pr Sketch L}
To 7 Dooes ot 4/pe as they are not framed
To Dauke Architraves at /2 pr oot pr Sketch for Rl foet 11
To Sirgle at /1 prpx Do Sketch for 12 foot H
) ]
19 o To Plaw Liring at Do Doors at /6 pr pr Sketch 1 N
1
Ta the Front Door pe Sketch 5
To the Lght abiowe Do ot 4/Glaang/9
Palting/4)4 potte/d gr Do 4
n Tro Lathing overbead 110 yards Deduct 6 yds vids foe
10 2 feet for the Open of the Stae 104 ?
7 6 Ta Dito Paetitans in the Orawing Room 3] L1
11
1 Ta Do Theee Doorheads outside of Do Raom 1% "
11
12 o Ta Do in the Lohby 5 4]
a
11 To Do another plece 13 4
11
1 L] Ta Do in the Graln Roam 44 LE)
11
4 6 To Do In Do ?
a
18 To Do onother phece 22
11 Deduct 1 oo doublo work and 4 Sa single Do ) 1A
The Remanders /4 pr 13 4
The whale amounts 1o 217 [ 12
To frameeg the absiye Partations a1 2% pe for S8
" Standats or Setch w 12
fh Ta plain Baing in the Dining Boom Cuphosed at /i pe pe Shetch o
1 L] Ta 6 Shelves in Da Press work and hall at Da 4 1A
1 Pl The whale at /6 pr 10 1A 5
b " Ta 2 doors with the frame far the Dining Raom press
1 ? doubbe work at 1/2 4 (2% 5
To Uridining 4 plain Chimneys ot 104 pr and one
Carner at 2/8 per Skoteh is ]
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o

To framing these 5 Wanscot at 12/ pr pr Do Sketch
To Bowng & Straping do at /6 pr pr Do Do

The Second Floor

To Aloaring at /8 pryd yds feet
pr Sketch 112.4%

Add for @ Window Sales 5 118, 4%

Deduct for the Open of the Stair 6" 2

e ] £ o]

Also for Hearth Stones 4 1% 10. 3% remains

Ta 8 Windows at /6 pr foot pr Sketch for

To Lintelling Do being lesser than the others pr price

To Glazng 162 lozens at /1 pr pr Sketch

[Ta Painting Do &t /% pr pr Do

To making 46 Ibs Potie at /1 pr pr Do

[Ta Shutters for these Windows because not bung .. 2/10pr Is

108

189

10

14

feet

12

- -
wow oo D ow

3
30

TTo Squaning & levelbng 21 Joists at /B pr Sketch
To 6 Doars at 4/ 05 they have no framing

To Dauble Architraves at /2 pe foot pr Sketch far
Ta Single Do 3t /1 pr Do pr Do for

[Ta Lathing averhead Open of theStair deducted
Jas above

180
10

[To lathed Partitions

Deduct for 6 Doors all double work
The whale at /4 pr yd pr Sketch of prces

w
-

[To framing these Partitions at /2% pe Standard
. Pr Sketch 60 Standards

The Third Floor

To floorng at /8 pryd pr Skeich 115 W%
Deduct the opening of the Stair

|6 yiis 2 et

JAlso far 2 hearthstones 7% feet T % remains

- wloee

To Levelling and Squanng 21 jousts at /8 pr Sketch
To Bridleng 2 hearths at 1/4 pe To framing Do

at 1/pr To Bowing Do at /5 pe Sketch

To Uintelling 3 Windows at /4 pr Sketch

ITo 2 Windows a1 /6 pr square footpe Sketch for

w N

R B

To a Garcular Window at /8 pe the highest in the Sketch

To Shutters for two of these pr Sketch

To Glazing 24 lozenrs in the two first at /1 pr

fard glazirg the Circular one at /1is

To Painting all the three 1/6 and making

19 1bs Pottie at /1 pr Ib pr Skewch is

To 3 Sky Lights at 2/pr

T 6 Doors pr Sketch 4/pr

[To Double Architraves at /2 pr foat pr Sketch for

H’osmde Do at /1 pr Do pr Do for

[To 5 Small Doors at 1/6pr

[To framing for these Partitions forgot Sut
Recallected before framang 57 Standards
shocter than the rest is

1720
32

fout
feat

yds
107
200

2%

k1)
28

2%

279

1%

100

23%

4%

—_

o e -

13

14

12

14

w

NV N eEDN
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[To 3 part of the Lathing and another pexce equal to it

[To Ditto

To Datto

GR|EB~E

[To Datso

[To Dizto

L

[To Drtto

To Ditto

yis  feet
Deduct for § Doors doublework 32 5

..
—hwmuawwww

L ) B

Deduct for 5 Ditto Single: 3 &

3
19

The whaie pr Sketch ¢ /4
To Lynerg 3bout the Circudar Window and | yd besde
the Garret Stair

Garret Floor
[To the Garret Stasr
To the flooring at /& pr yd a5 pr Sketch

37

[To 21 Couples a¢ 3/ pr pr Setch of prices

[To Wall platieg of these pr Sketch /1 pe foot
[To 3 Sky Ughts 3t 1/5 pr

To Serdang 3t /1% pr yd highest i the Sketch

[To the whole work of the Roof of the Tympany

The Wings

To Eight Casement Windows at /6 pr foot pr Sketch for for

To Glarng &8 lozens painting them B making 6 1 Pottie pr Sketch
0 4 plasn Doors 3t 1/8 pr with 2 more Do at /1 pr Shetch

[To Painting thewe & doors

ITo Squaring and Levelling 56 Joists & /4 aach pr Skeich

To floaning at /6 pe yd pr Shetch for

Deduct for the opening of two Stain

The whole s
ITo plain partitions at /6 pr yd e Sketch

To framing for Do at /2 pr Scandard for 14 Standards
ITo 30 Ruming Sky Lights painting & glanng Do ot /& g
[To S0 Couples 3t 1/4 p¢ is

ITo Wall platting at /1 pr foot pr Dketch for

[To Sarkang 3t /1 pr yard for 282 yds.

To Do for the hippes 56

R R

To Rals and uprights ‘or I Srone tairs
To 3 Door and James pr Sketch

To Lintelling 5 doors & B windows at /4 pr Sketch

57

N

~ alyly

19

foot

0w

e

20

138

Oxen Byars

[T 24 Couples 3t 1/ per paece pr Shetch

‘o 2 doors at 14 pr as per Do

0 Lintedling 2 doors and 2 open Windows

0 Wall platting 72 feet 31 /1 pr foot per Sketch

The Stables
[T flooring at /6 pr yard pr Skatch

O e
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15

10

To Sarking as pr Sketch at /1 pe for

To plain boarding for these Stalls ot /6 pe for

To 14 uprights for Oitto ot /2 pr Sketch

To a Rack 31 feet long

To a Manger bottom & wudes Timber with bearers 11 feet
ITo Levelling & framing 17 Jolsts Bound to the Beasm ot /5 s
To Levalling of 6 Do Bearn of 33 feat

[To 4 doors at 1/8 and another ot 1/

To 2 boarded windows with Jamma

To Wall platting at /1 pr foot pe Sketch for 115 feet

To 33 Couplas at 1/4 pr Sketch

To Lintelling 5 dooes ot /4 pe Skatch

To Levelling and Squaring 12 Jolsts not bourkd 10 the Beam at /4 pr Do
To 17 Bearers for the LUining above the horse Rack

To 2 Sky lights at 1/6 pr

Pigeon House
To framing the Roo!
To Wall platting pr Sketch /1 pr foot for 80 feet
To Sarking it ar /1% pe vd pr Skateh for 57 yds 5 feet
To a very small Cupola on the top of it
[To & Small door with Janmens

Omitted in the Wings

To Badleirg ) hearths pr Skatch 1/4 pr £ 4
To framing Do pr Do at 1/ pr e B
To Boxing and Sraping Do at 1/6 " 3-8 £-86
Deduct from the flooring for 3 hearths 1 yd
7leet at /6 1004

240

27

e B

L

Some small Articles

[To Washing boards put up 541 feet at /1
[To 2 small fir Tables square and firshed
[To 6 Bed Steads for finished ot 5/ pr

To making 2 small Ladders 10 feet each
[To putting up 7 Scrow beds

Work not finished

[Ta 24 pleces of Plancer 10 feet do of Facle of 80 pleces of
Wishing board at /% pr

To 24 pleces Bed Moulds 46% Corpice at /1 pr piece

[To 50 flooring Dealls ready planed

[To 22 Stydes of Ralls dressed face and edge

[To 30 Boards § feet long Inch stiff plaind on oneside

[To 3 Ledged Doors

Iirkwll 22d of August 1769 The above and Contained on this and the four

preceding pages as 1o the Measurement Calculation & Suming is also that
prices are lald on Conform 10 the Sketch of prices delivered to us and that the
prices of these things not mentioned in said Sketch are lad viz Conform to the
Current prices to the bast of our Judgements and Skill is attested to be Just of
right by the Subscriber Alex’ Stewart Wilkam Manson

Mess™ Alex” Stewart & Wiliam Mansaon thair Charge

and making up the fargaing Amt
Mr Stewarts Charge

[To & day Comung from home 1o Kirkwall

for measuring Graemaay's New house at Claistron Calkculating

- e DS
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To Boatfreight and horsehyre from Hol 1o kickwall
Ta Expences a Night in Kirkwall

To Horsehyre from Kirkwall to Qasstron

To ore going there & ona retuming 1o Kirkwall
Ta my half freight from Clestron to Scapa

[Ta a Day going home from Kirkwall

To Expences a Night in Kirkwall

To Horsehyre to Holm & Boatfreight going bome

Signed Alexr Siewart

=

-~
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10.0 APPENDIXIII - LOCAL ARCHIVE RESEARCH

Orkney Library & Archive (25/04/19)

D15/7/3 Halcro Johnston papers 1887 -
.m.s.copy of evidence and valuation given by John Mackay, Labumum Villa,
Stromness, at the appeal against the valuation of Gear Farm and Orphir House
by James Johnston of Coubister at the Valuation Appeal Committee. John
Mackay was former tenant of the farm of Hall of Clestrain, then the farm of
Hobbister, both in Orphir, before becoming factor of the Melsetter Estate...

32 items

SCIV5/1884/008 Sheriff Cowrt Records: CiviiCourt Processes 1804
Pursuer Detads: James BAILLIE Hall of Clestrain, Orphir Nature of
Action: Petition- Sequestration Defender Details: James SINCLAIR,
Inspector of Poor, Krkwall & StOla
42

D70/8/2 Fereday Prze -Orkney Heritage Society 2004
Dr John Rae from Factors Sonto Arctic Explorer. Vashti Maybome. Summary:
The fife and Arctic explorations of Dr John Rae are recounted in this study. His
early years of boyish adventure in Orkney and his medical trainingin Edinburgh
prepared him for service with the Hudson's Bay Company. In Canada he was
chosen asthe fittest person to explore the unknown northemn shores and then
to enquire, incontact with the Inuit, into the fate of the two ships and the men
of the Franklin expedition. There are detaded accounts of Rae's journeys, and
the privations endured. Maps of Hudson's Bay and drawings of the Hall of
Clestrain are included. (JT)

Not to be reproduced without consent of author. Contact SA.

25th

OSA/ROS/165 Orkney Sound Archive/Radio Orkney Collection/5 inch Reels Mar
1088

Artist: JIM GROUNDWATER Topics: Hall of Clestrain, Stromness museum
Duration: 10° 537
ACCESS RESTRICTED UNTIL DIGITISED COPIES MADE

D15/25/4 Halcro Johnston papers 1928
...1. letter dated 5 December 1828, n which she wntes about two botanical
papers written by HHJ and wishing that he would publish them under his own
name, making a plum pudding using a recipe of Mrs. Rae's (Hall of Clestrain).
the death of Mr.Mackay n Crkney, her own healthand the cost of arecent
8 items
Permission to view any comespondence dated 1800 or later must be obtained
from the depositor via the Archive staff.

SCI/5/1861/035 Shenff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1881
Pursuer Details: Robert LEASK, Coldema LEASK and Thomas LEASK Lea,
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Ireland, Stenness Nature of Action: Petition - Interdict Defender Details:
William McKAY, & Others, Cattle Dealer & Farmer, Hall of Clestrain, Orphir

3

2141844 Searching for Frankiin
Poetry. Coverillustration by Jane Glue.
800Y RAM

2141843 Searching for Franklin
Poetry. Cover illustrationby Jane Glue_
S0OY RAM

1758-
1862

034/Di3/1Macrae & Robertson Collection : Balfour Mortification

Bundie of papers, mainly legal in nature, relating to division of commeon land,
division of valued rents, accounts etc.1758-1862 File 52 tems Rental of lands
of Gorseness and other parts of estate of Gairsay where superiority belongs to
John Honyman, merchant in London, 1813.Claimof Richard Bempde
Johnstone Honyman Esq., for Inroliment in Orkney (iLe.to become a freeholder
in orderto vote and stand for election), 1815 _Rentalof lands of Clestrain Be-
northand Be-south the Burn and other parts of Graemsay estate belonging to
trustees of Sir William Honyman of Graemsay,1816.Process n division of the
valued rents of the lands of Clestrain, 1816. Scheme of division of the valued
rents of the lands of Clestrain and others,1816. Minute for Si William
Honyman to Committee of Commissioners of Supply of Orkney relating to
payment of cess in parish of Orphir, 1824. Report relative fo the cess of the
teinds of Orphir,circa 1824. Notice of sale offarm stock on farm of Housay,
Sanday, 1850. Notanalcopy lease between David Balfour Esq..and William
McKay relating to Hall and farm of Hall of Clestrain, Orphir, 1862.

SC11/5/1823/024 Sheriff Court Records:Civil Cowrt Processes 1823
Pursuer Details: John WISHART (SECUNDUS), Farmmer, Hall of
Clestrain, Orphir Natwe of Action: Petition -appointment as Executor
Defender Details: THE SHERIFF
1

D1/1082 Posteards of Orkney ";':2;4'

1...18. Hall of Clestrain, Orphir. Visited by Sir Walter Scott and by Gow the
Pirate. (Published by Thos_Kent) ...

26
Photograph

Orkney Sheriff Court- Register of Inventories

1 5 April
Name of Deceased: BAILLLIE  James Occupation: farmer Address: Hall of 1800
Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death:22 February 1000 Date of Registration:-5 April
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1800
Item is a page or pages withina volume.

Name of Deceased: CRAIGIE Miss Mary Jane Tomima Occupation: sometime 5 April
of Hall of Clestrain, Stenness Address: c/o Flett, Quoys Evie Date of Death-23 1281
August 1880 Date of Registration:5 Apnil1961

Item is a page or pages within a volume.

25th
Orkney Shenff Court- Register of Inventories May
1949
Name of Deceased:CRAIGIE Mr James William Occupation:Farmer Address:
Hall of Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death:2nd January 1848 Date of Registration:
25th May 1840
Iltem is a page or pages withina volume.

8 § { E 14June
Orkney Shenff Court- Register of Inventories 1915
Name of Deceased: LINNIE Thomas Occupation: retired farmer, Iate of Hall of
Clestrain Address: Mill Brig, Orphir Date of Death:22 March 1815 Date of
Registration: 14 June 1815
Item is 3 page or pages withina volume.

10
Orkney Sherifi Court- Register of inventories October
1878
Name of Deceased:MACKAY, William Occupation:joint tenant Address: Hall of
Clestrain,Orphir Date of Death:4 April1877 Date of Registration: 10 October
1878
item is a page or pages within a volume.
/  Orkney Sherff Court- Register of Inventories
20 April

Name of Deceased: NICOLSON or CRAIGIE, Mrs Maggie Occupation:Address: 1049
Hall of Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death: 23 September 1048 Date of

Registration: 20 April 1948

Item is a page or pages within a volume._

Orkney Sheriff Court- Register of Inventories 27
December

Name of Deceased: WISHART, John senr Occupation:farmer Address: Hall of 1923

Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death: 1May 1823 Date of Registration:27

December 1823

Item is a page or pages within a volume.
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Orkney library & Archive (25.04.10)

2141843  Searching for Frankin
Poetry. Cover illustration by Jane Glue.
BODY RAM

01261 DrJohn Ras:letter to the Admiraity 1854-1223
Typescript "Ciestrain in Orphir -John Rae's Boyhood Home™ Article by James Troup.To be
published in next ediion of Review of Scottish Culture_ [Photocopy)letter from Dr John Rae,
Stromness, to Mr Barron. Barron appears to have been an Admiralty official. Reference to reward
and whether or not he is to receive it;his intention of going to the Crimeain February*"if Ican
be of any use there -1should like to see for myself what roughing it as a soldier resembles™ ;
compares current weather in Orkney with an autumn in Hudson's Bay reference to his
disagreement with Dickens, published in recent editions of Household Words regarding some of
the information brought back by him about the fate of Franklin.
Ongnal of Rae’s letter s in the Bntish library ref. Add Mss 35308.

D1/268111 Typescrpt. “Ciestrain in Orphir- John Rae’s Boyhood Home 1983
Articie by James Troup.To be published in next edition of Review of Scottish Culture. 10pp.
Gifted, June 1883 by James Troup, Stromness.

01/1082  Posteards of Orkney .1914-1028
.18.Hall of Clestrain, Orphir. Visted by Sir Walter Scott and by Gow the Pirate_{Published by
Thos.Kent) .

D2/11720  Balfour of Balfour and Trenabie Papers 1738-1822

Miscellaneous papers with litthe common factor. Many relate to the business activities of William
Balfour of Trenabie and to the Baifour ciaim on the estate of Clestrain. Including: 1. Inventory of
steelbow horses and labouring instruments at Brugh in Sanday. 1754 2. Longletter to William
Balfour of Trenabie from Barbara Mowat.nee Baikie appealing for assistance in her
straitened circumstances and her legaidificulties with Mrs Riddoch. 3 1March 17813 _Offer by
Thomas Balfour, Major Commandant Orkney & Shetland Fencibles to Captains Magnus Heddle
and William McGregor for hire of the brig Edinburgh and galliolCountess of Caithness to carry
the troops and ther baggage from Kirkwall to Lerwick. 12 October 1783 4 Rentals ofThomas
Balfour's estate of Scotscalderin Caithness, 1788 and 18015.Papersin connection with Captain
Wiliam Baffour’s composition for assessed taxes. 1822

D21714 Balfour of Balfour and Trenabie Papers 1814-1908
Folder marked Standing Stones of Stenness 1805-1006 including 30 December 1814 letter to
Captain Edmeston from Captain William Mackay, explaining his ignorance of the distressit would
cause when he pulled down 2 standing stones,one being the Odin Stone, on his rented land in
Stenness, land rented from the Honeyman Estate, owned by Lord Armadale and factored by Rae
of Clestrain.

D2/16/21  Baffour of BaFour and Trenalwe Papers 1862-1813

... 8 December 175 thetween William Manson and James and Thomas Slaws and bonds on
Clestrain and Tankemess 6.n.d 1754 account Sibilla Irvine and James Marwick for Upper
Ellibister _..

8.n.d 1767 list of amrears of rents due by Clestrain's tenants in Shapinsay being Peter Dennison
for Crowston, Thomas Dreaver in Biwick, John Liddell for half of Ness's crop,Magnus Hutchison in
Tratieton(?}, William Scoft for Horraldsgair James Rusland for Sethaquoy, William Laughton for
Horraldsgair, Alexander Dreaver for Steaquoy, John Liddell for Sound, William Nichol for Gomn,
Magnus Shearerin Sethaquoy.James Nicolson in Dishen. John Nicolson in Uppersty, Thomas
Irvine in Nethersty Peter Nicolson in Uveness, William Nicolson in Weyland, Wilkam Heddée in
Gom and William Cumming in Ness...

D2/20/11  Balfour of Balfour and Trenabie Papers 1831-1832
..8.28 May 1832 letter from John Balfour to Captain Balfour regarding kelp, family news and the
farms of Berstain and Clestrain ...

02/51/4  Balfour of Ba¥our and Trenabie Papers 1852

jetters to David Balfour of Trenabie-estate church,school Jocal affairs. 1852 July-December.

1
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includes: 3. August 11Dr_John Rae, Stromness - request for permiss on to shoot on the moors
of Clestrain. ..

02/ADDU26 Balfour of Bafour and Trenabie Papers 1762-1806
Mescellaneous Comespondence Including - Wiliam Budge, Edinburgh, to James Stewart of Brugh,
conceming 3 legaldispute about the stent imposed upon the estate of Clestrain, 11December
1762. John Young, Edinburgh.to William Graham, Kirkwall,concemning the sale of the estate of
Hurston, 8 March 1780.Letters to Captain William Manson Krkwall from Robert Bayne, Leith,
conceming the shipping to Orkney of a wide vaniety of foodstuffs,spices and household goods,3
April1806; from T Manson his brother, conceming the death of their mother, 17 June 1806; W
Balfour, conceming his committal to Manson's care of his wine, TMay.

02/P1/1[C1 Balfour of Balfour and Trenabie Papers 1846
Scroll plan of the estate of Cl estrain etc. in the parish of Orphir,the property of David Balfour
esq. Surveyed by H R Sutheriand. Balfour & Trenabie Estate Office stamp. 8 chains-finch (103
em x 85 em)

D2/P1/8(C1) Balfour of Balfour and Trenabie Papers 1882

Pian of farm steading to be erected on the famm of South Clestrain in the parish of Orphir, the
property of D.Balfour esq. of Balfour. R. Spence, architect. Kirkwall, March 1862 Baifour &
Trenabse Estate Office stamp. (48 emx 33 em)

D2/PI7(CI] Baifour of Balfour and Trenabie Papers crca 1862
Plan (no. 2) of farm steading to be erected on the farm of South Clestrainin the parish of
Orphir, the property of D. Balfour esq.of Balfour. R Spence, architect Kirkwall, March 1862
Bafour & Trenabie Estate Office stamp. (48 em x 33 em)

D2P1BICY BaFour of Balfour and Trenabie Papers 1873

Plan of the lands of Clestrain and outfiedd pasture in Orphir and Stenness, the property of D.
Balfour esq.8y J. D. Miller,surveyor, Kirkwall Baffour & Trenabie Estate Office stamp. 40
chains: 16 em approx. {128 em x84 em)

D1 Earidom of Orkney Estate Office Records 1750-1754

Rental of the estate of Clestrain, taken from the compt books

015/51/58 1808

Copy contract of tack between James Johnston, [aird of the Coubister Estate, Orphir, and
James Pirie, farmer in Norton, Stenness, and George Pine grieve at the Haa of Clestrain,
Orphir,for the two fiel ds called Westron in Orphir, 1869.

D15713 Halcro Johnston papers 1887 -

Papers with reference to James Johnston of Coubister's appealagainst the valuation of Gear
Farm and Orphir House:John Mackay was former tenant of the famm of Hall of Clestrain,
then the farm of Hobbister, both in Orphir, before becoming factor of the Melsetter Estate...
undated. m.s.notes on rentalof farms;Swanbister, Hobli ster.Hall of Clestrain and Swannay,
undated . Valuati on of Swanbister,Hobbister and Hall of Clestrain farms, Omphir, and
Caldale Farm, St Ola,undsted.

32items

D157/10 Halcro Johnston papers 1881

Documents and letters with reference to the erection of a March fence between the lands in
Orphir of Colonel Baffour of Balfour & Trenabie, James Johnston of Coubister, Mrs. Hiddleston of
Houton and the hers of the late John Wilson, 188t ... Copy letter from James Johnston of
Coubister to John Macrae, I now enclose cheque...In payment of my proportion of the wire fence
erected on the boundary Ine between Clestraln & Petertown™ and containing opinicns as to why
his previous account sent to Colonel Batfour was jusi fied, 17 August 1881 _letter from John
Macrae to James Johnston of Coubister confiming receipt of a cheque in payment of his

2
“~
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proportion of the March fence and endosing a receipt, 16 August 1881.
7 tems
DI15/7/13  Halcro Johnston papers ! a2e
..33.Letter from W&H Considine, 2 Queen Street, Ednburgh,to James Johnston of Coubister
regarding royaltes for pavement stone from Clestrain and Stenness quamies, 14 January 1828
37 tems
D15/25/4 Halcro Johnston papers 1028
.. 1. letter dated 5 December 1828, m which she writes about two botanical papers written by
HHJ and washing that he would publish them under his own name making a plum pudding usinga
recipe of Mrs. Rag’s (Hall of Clestrain), the death of Mr_Mackayn Orkney.her own health and the
cost of arecent operation..
Bitems
Permission to view any comespondence dated 1800 or later must be obtaned from the depositor
D15/257 Halcro Johnston papers 1623 -1030
Personal corespondence from Miss Marie Johnston Steele to her uncle Colonel Henry Halcro
Johnston, 1922 - 1830 and including some letters to Miss Steele and her mother,and one short
letter from Halcro Steele to his father:..7. letter dated 2Uuly 1924 regarding purchase and
renovation of the “Hall of C" (Ciestrain?).
12items
Permission to view any comespondence dated 1900 or later must be obtained from the depositor
D15128113 Halcro Johnston papers 1850-1885
.. 58 Statement of account from James Johnston of Coubister to Andrew Liddle ditcher for
making ditches between Petertownand Clestrain Orphir, 1881...
85ems
D1533/1 Halero Johnston papers 1620-1828
letters to Henry Halcro Johnston from William A_lrvine Fortescue, propnetor of Swanbister,
Orphir residing at Kingcausie, House, Maryculter, Aberdeen, 1020- 10828: ._31. 25 Sepiember
1827, re. an account of afemry crossing from Stromness to Scrabster, Eider ducks between
Graemsay and Clestrain and geclogy.
38items
Permission to view any comespondence dated 1800 or later must be obtained from the depositor
George W Reid Collection c 1830

Notes: Relating to the following: Summons:Katherine Sinclar refict of Robert Gray n Clestran,
now spouse to James Taylyeor and the lawful baims of Sinclair and Gray against all and sundre,
17 November 1688.

D201411017

D20B/17  Dr.Hugh Mamwick Collection A1AS

Notebook containing notes on:shore names from Clestrain to Black Craig;place names in
Emest Walker Marwick Collecton c1873
03176

Typescripts of folkiore tales Titles inciude. . The Ghosts of Clestrain

8 Macrae & Robertson Collection - Batfour Mortification 1565-1040
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. Letters concermingimpressment of Clestrain’s tenants c1750;... Papers, mainly legal, relatingto
the division of the common land and division of valued rents, accounts etc relating to the lands of
Clestrain in Orphir and Housay, Sanday, 1752 1882. .

There may be some restrictions

Macrae & Robertson Collecton :Balfour Mortification c1750

D34101111120

D34/01172

D34/Df3aN

D70/8/2

Copy letters and answers from Captain Moodie R.N. to Samuel Mitchelson W.S. relatng to
court action arising from impressment of Clestrain’s tenants on orders from Captain Moodie,
the resut of Clestrain’s involvement in the 1745 Rebellion ¢ 1750 File

Macrae & Robertson Collection: Balfour Mortification 1782 1843

Bundle of mainly legalpapers relating to John Balfour of Trenaby 1788-1843 File 3 tlitems
Includes: State of debt of John Bdfour to Malcolm Laing, 1804 _State of the teinds of Orkney,
according fo Bishop Low's Rental with observations thereon, and statement of the feu and teind
dut es of Clestrain, Strynzie and Rothiesholm, 1813.Sketch plan of the ware shores of Alkemess,
circa 1823 Paper apart for disposition of property lands belonging to William Honyman of
Graemsayto be sold to John Balfour. Gives dder names usedto define parcels of land along
waith thei r more modem counterparts, circa 1827 . Excerpt from draft of proposed disposition of
property lands by Sir Wiliam Honyman's Trustees and others to John Balfour Esq.,circa 1828,
Copy inventory of farm stock and labouring implements on farm of Huip, Stronsay, 1837.
Precept of wamning by John Balfour of Trenaby against David Drever for the | atter’s removal
from farm of Huip Stronsay, 1837

Macrae & Robertson Collection -Balfour Mortification 1759 1862
Bundl e of papersmainly legalin nature, relating to division of common land, division of valued
rents accounts etc. 1759-1862 File 52 items Rental of lands of Gorseness and other parts of estate
of Gairsaywhere superionty belongs to John Honyman, merchant In London, 1813. Claim of
Richard Bempde Johnstone Honyman Esg., for inroliment in Orkney (Le. to become a freeholder in
order to vote and stand for election), 1815.Rentalof lands of Clestrain Be-north and Be-south the
Bum and other parts of Graemsay estate belonging to trustees of Sir Wilklam Honyman of
Graemsay, 1816. Process in division of the valued rents of the lands of Clestrain, 1816.Scheme of
division of the valued rents of the lands of Clestrain and others, 1816. Minute for Sir Wiiliam
Honyman to Commttee of Commissioners of Supply of Orkney relating to payment of cess in parish
of Orphir,1824. Report relative 1o the cess of the teinds of Orphircirca 1824. Notice of sale of farm
stock on farm of Housay, Sanday, 1850. Notanial copy lease between David Balfour Esq.,and

Wiliam McKay relating to Hall and farm of Hall of Clestrain, Orphir, 1862

Dr John Rae from Factors Son to Arctic Explorer. VashtiMaybome . Summary:The Ife and Arcic
explorations of Dr John Rae are recounted in this study.His early years of boyish adventure in Orkney
and his medicaltrainingin Edinburgh prepared him for service with the Hudson’s Bay Company.In
Canada he was chosed asthe fittest person to explore the unknown northemn shores; and then to
enquire, in contact with the Inuit, into the fate of the two ships and the men of the Frankin

expedi tion.. There are detailed accounts of Rae's journeys.and the privations endured. Maps of
Hudson's Bay,and drawings of the Hall of Clestrain are Included.(JT)

Not o be reproduced without consent of author. Contact SA.

OSA/ROS/165 Orkney Sound Archive/Radi o Orkney Collection/5 inch Reeks 25th Mar 1288

Art stJIM GROUNDWATER Topics:Hall of Clestrain, Stromness museum Duration: 10°53"
ACCESS RESTRICTED UNTI. DIGITISED COPIES MADE

SCIFEV1761/028 Shenff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1761

Pursuer Details: Alexander GROUNDWATER . Other tenants, Tenant,Orphi r Nature of Action:Petition
unto Sheriff Substitute - taking wool from thei r sheep Defender Details: John HARVEY, Cestrain

SCU/S/M1781/035 Sheriff Court Records: Civll Court Processes 1761

4
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Pursuer Deta#s:Magnus RENDALL, Others,Evie Nature of Action:Depositions as to the rental of the
estate of Clestrain

SCIW5/1767/028 Sheriff Court Records -Civil Court Processes 1767
Pursuer Detads:Maicolm GROAT, Wiiter, Kirkwall Nature of Acion: Summons- pasturing of sheep
Defender Detads:Archibald SINCLAIR, Wiliam Sinclair, Tenants, Clestrain

SCW5/1781/042 Sheriff Court Records:Civil Court Processes 1781
Pursuer Detadis: Francis LIDDELL Minister, Orphir Nature of Acton: Petiion unto Shenff Depute-
breaking & entering Defender Details:John GREEN, Servant, Clestrain

SCil/5/1803/005 Sheriff Court Records:Civil Cowrt Processes 1803
Pursuer Details: John RAE factor for Willam HONYMAN. the Hon Armadale Senator of the College of
Justice Nature of ActiocnSummons of Removing Defender Details Peter BRASS, sub-tenant, Byres,
Clestrain and James Sinclair, sub-tenant Newhouse Clestran, Orphir

SCil/5/1820/034 Sheriff Court Records: Cavil Court Processes 1820
Pursuer Details : John RAE, Clestrain House, Orphir Nature of Action: Summons, money owed
Defender Details:James FIDDLER, Sindlair, John;Hector MacKay & John Heddle, Seatter,
Osmondwall, Walls

SCIV5/1820/042 Shenif Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1820

Defender Details: Edward CLOUSTON, Upper Cumimaness, Stenness

SCI/S/1820/101 Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1820
Pursuer Details: John RAE. Clestrain House Crphar Nature of Action: Summons- Money Owed
Defender Detads-John JOHNSTONE See GeneralNotes General Notes Other Defendants - SMITH,
Catherne; ROBERTSON George : THOMSON, Catherine SWANSON, Charlotte

SCW5/1822/078 Sheriff Court Records:CivilCourt Processes 1822
Pursuer Details - John RAE Factor for James MOODIE. Clestrain House Nature of Action: Summons-
Money Owed Defender Details: James CORRIGAL See General Notes, Stonequoy, Walls General
Notes:-ROBERTSON William ; WILSON. John; THOMSON.Henry.Renton ; WILSON, Alexander

SCI5/1822/078 Sheriff Court Records: Civl Court Processes 1822

Pursuer Detaids: John RAE, Clestrain House Nature of Action: Summons- Money Owed Post Cffice
Defender Details: John SUTHERLAND, See GeneralNotes, , Bull of Hoy General Notes:STOUT,
Andrew;FIDDLER James:MUNDIE. John;BROTCHIE, George: ROBSON, James and CALDER,
James

SCIV5/1822/088 Sheriff Court Records : Cavil Court Processes 1822
Pursuer Details:ohn RAE Factor for MOODIE, John ( Deceased) Clestrain Nature of Action:
Summons- Money Owed Defender Details: Euphram LOUTTIT, little Wards Walls

SCIV5/1824/058 Sheriff Court Records:Civil Court Processes 1824
Pursuer Details:John RAE Clestrain House, Orphir Nature of AcSon:Summons- Money Owed
Defender Detals: James SUTHERLAND, And Others- See General Notes, Green, Osmondwall , Walls
GeneralNotes: Other defenders Are.. MOWAT ThomasWILSON , James: MOWAT, Thomas;
MEALSON, James;MCLEOD, Hugh

SCII/5/1824/0685 Sherff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1824
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SCI/5/1830/143

SCIW5/1831/075

SCi/sy1832012

SCIvs/1835/038

SCI/5/1837/154

SCi/5/1838/072

SCW5/1838/013

SCW5/1838/088

SCI/5/1840/019

SCIl/5/1843/051Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes

Pursuer Detais:James JOHNSTONE, Coubuster Orphir Nature of Acti on: Summons- money owed
Defender Details: Capt William MACKAY, Clestrain, Orphir

SCIVEr1850/010

SCW/5/1851/065

Pursuer Details: John RAE Clestrain House, Orphir Nature of Action: Summonddoney Owed
Defender Detadls:William CROMARTY ,and Others - See GeneralNotes,, Myre, Kirbister, Orphir
General Notes - Other Defenders Are: ROBERSTSON, Samuel;iIOHNSTON Peter,CROMARTY,
Samwel ;DUNCAN , William and CROMARTY Magnus

Pursuer Details:John LEASK, farmer,Clestrain Nature of Action: Summons, debt Defender Details:
John Copland, merchant, Kirkwall

Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes
Pursuer Details - Peter CLOUSTON, Clestrain Nature of Action: Summons of remowing Defender
Details- Magnus Scott, Graemston, Hamay

Shenff Court Records: Civil Court Processes

Pursuer Details - John BALFOUR, Esq  Trenaby, Westray Nature of Action: Petition, farm maintenance
Defender Details - John Rae Clestrain, Orphir

Shenff Court Records:Civil Court Processes
Pursuer Details - William MACKAY, Captain, Clestrain House, Orphir Nature of Action: Summons,
money owed Defender Detads: Alexander Durran, William Geddes,Papdale. South Ronaldsay

Shersff Court Records: CvilCourt Processes

Pursuer Details: William MCKAY Captain, Clestrain, Orphir Nature of Action: Summons, money owed
Defender Details:Thomas McKenzie, Groundwater, Orphir

Sherff Court Records:Civil Court Processes

Pursuer Details - William MCKAY Captain Clestrain, Orphir Nature of Action: Petition,absence as
juror Defender Detads: The Sheriff Depute, Kirkwall

Shenff Court Records: CiviCourt Processes

Pursuer Details: Mary FOTHERINGHAME OR WISHART Nature of Action: Edict,money owed
Defender Details:Executors to James Wishart. hose carpenter,C festrain, Orphir

Sheriff Court Records:Ci vil Court Processes
Pursuer Detadls :Robert BORWICK distiller, Kirkwall Nature of Action:Summons, money owed
Defender Details: Wilklam McKay.tacksman, Clestrain Orphr

Sheriff Court Records:Civil Court Processes
Pursuer Details: William BALFOUR, Captain, factor & Commissioner for John Balfour, Elwick Nature of
Action: Summonsmoney owed Defender Details: William McKay, tenant, Clestrain, Orphir

Pursuer Detai s :Margaret GUNN, Langie, Clestrain, Orphir Nature of Action: Summons- Aliment
Defender Details: Peter MUIR,Farm Servant, Gear, Orphi

Shernff Court Records : Cwvil Court Processes
Pursuer Detais: David BALFOUR, Trenaby, Westray Nature of Action: Summons - Money owed
Defender Details:John ROBERTSON & Others, Tenant, Dyke of South Clestrain, Orphir

6

1830

1835

1837

1838

1830

1830

1840

1843

1850
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SCIV5/1852/058 Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1852
Pursuer Details: HONORABLE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY INC, Edward CLOUSTON, Stromness, thesr
Agent and Mandatory Nature of Action:Summons- Damages Defender Details:Thomas TAIT.&
Others,Clestrain, Orphir

SCII/5/18681/035 Sheriff Cowrt Records: Civil Court Processes 18681
Pursuer Detads: Robert LEASK Coldema LEASK and Thomas LEASK Lea, Ireland Stenness Nature of
Action:Petition -Interdict Defender Details: Wiliam McKAY & Others, Cattle Dealer & Farmer, Hall
of Clestrain, Orphir

SCIV5/1861/050 Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1881
Pursuer Detaids:Elzabeth or Betsy BUDGE,Newhouse, Clestrain, Orphir Nature of Action: Summons-
Aliment Defender Details: William McKAY, Junior, Clestrain, Orphir

SCW5/1864/005 Shenff Court Records:Civil Court Processes 18684
Pursuer Details:Wilkam MACKAY, Cattle Dealer & Farmer,Clestrain, Orphir Nature of Action:
Summons- Money owed Defender Detalis:John RONALDSON Cattle Dealer & Flesher, Stomness

SCI/5/1868/023 Shenff Court Records:Civil Court Processes 1860
Pursuer Detadis:David BALFOUR, Balfour & Trenable Nature of Action: Surmmons- Rent amears
Defender Detads-James HUTHCISON Farmer, Tenant lingoe, Clestrain, Crphir

SCHI/5/1870/050 Shenff Court Records:Civil Court Processes 1870
Pursuer Detads: James Robertson LEASK & LAUGHLAND, Warehousemen, clo Messrs Smith & Son,
Glasgow Nature of Action: Summons- forthcoming Defender Details: William TAIT Sinclair GUNN,
Famner (S Gunn),Bums of the Myres +Sowar,Clestrain, both Orphir

SC11/5/1870/063 Shenif Court Records:Civi Court Processes 1870
Pursuer Details:.James Robertson LEASK, , Warehousemen,c/o Messrs Smith,Son & CoNature of
Action: Execution -Poinding Defender Details: Sinclar GUNN, , Farmer Sowar, Clestrain, Orphir

SC11/5/189301S Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1883
Pursuer Details-Cecilia Tait SINCLAIR, Glenrae, Orphir Nature of Action:Petition -Aliment Defender
Details: David JOHNSTON, Farmer, Buxa, Clestrain, Orphir

SCil'5/1884/008 Sheriff Court Records:Civil Court Processes 1804
Pursuer Details: James BAILLIE, Hall of Clestrain, Orphir Nature of Action: Petiion- Sequestration
Defender Details:James SINCLAIR Inspector of Poor Kirkwall & St Ola

SCiV5/1018/010 Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1919
Pursuer Details: Annie TAIT OR KEMP Widow of Charles Kemp,Over Arion Kirbuster, Stromness
Nature of Action: Initial Writ- Intestate Husbands Estate (Scotland) Acts 1811& 1818 Defender
Details: Archer Fortescue KEMP & Others lingo, Clestrain, Orphir

SCIV5/1823/024 Sheriff Court Records: Civil Court Processes 1023
Pursuer Detals: John WISHART (SECUNDUS).Farmer, Hall of Clestrain, Orphir Nature of Action:
Petition -appeintment as Executor Defender Details: THE SHERIFF

SCW38/8pT748 Orkney Sheriff Court- Register of Inventones 10 Oct 1878
Name of Deceased: MACKAY William Occupation: joint tenant Address:Hall of Clestran, Orphir
Date of Death: 4 April1877 Date of Registration: 10 October 1878
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Item is 3 page or pages within a volume.

SCI/38/16p 578 Orkney Shenff Court - Register of Inventori es 5 April 1800
Name of Deceased:BAILLLIE, James Occupationfarmer Address: Hall of Clestrain, Orphar Date
of Death:22 February 1900 Date of Registration: § Apri11800
Item is a page or pages within avolume.

SCIl/238/19 p 204 Orkney Sheriff Court Register of inventories 20ct 1807

Name of Deceased: MACKAY or HARVEY Mrs Margaret Occupation: widow Address:Upper
Quoy.Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death: 22June 1807 Date of Registration:2 October 1907
Item is apage or pages within avolume.

SCI/38/22p 46 Orkney Shenff Court- Register of Inventones 14Jun 1215
Name of Deceased: LINNEE, Thomas Occupation: retired farmer, late of Hall of Clestrain
Address:Mdll Brig Orphir Date of Death22 March 1815 Date of Regi stration: 14June 1815

Item is a page or pages within 3 volume.

SCI/38/26 p 484 Orkney Sherff Court - Regsterof Inventones 27 Dec 1823

Name of Deceased:WISHART John senr Occupation: farmer Address: Hall of Clestrain, Orphir
Date of Death: TMay 1823 Date of Registration: 27 December 1823

Item is apage or pages within a volume.

SCI38/33 p 515 Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Inventones 11May 1833
Name of Deceased: TAIT, Miss Catherine Occupation: domestic servant Address: Newhouse,
Clestrain, Orphi r Date of Death: 24 April1833 Date of Registration: 11 May 1033
temn is 3 page or pages wi thin avolume.

SCI/38/33p 785 Orkney Shenff Court - Register of Inventories 1Nov 1833
Name of Deceased: PIRIE, Mrs Jessie Occupation - Address: Comesquoy, Clestrain, Orphir Date
of Death: 24 September 1833 Date of Registration - 1November 1933
itemn is a page or pages within a volume.

SC11/38/46p 125 Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Inventories 20 Mar 1947
Name of Deceased -GROAT, James Sinclair Occupation: Retired farmer Address: South
Clestran,Orphir Date of Death: 14 December 1846 Date of Registration: 20 March 1847
itemn is a page or pages within a volume.

SO 1/38/47 p827 Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Inventories 4 Nowv 1848
Name of Deceased MACKAY, Margaret Wishart Occupation:Address: New Hower, Clestrain,
Orph r Date of Death: 12 October 1848 Date of Registration: 4 November 1848
Item is a page or pages within a volume.

SCIV38/48 p 183 Orkney Sheriff Court . Register of Inventories 24 Mar 1040

Name of Deceased:MACKAY Francis Sinclair Occupation: Address - New Hower, Clestrain,
Orphir Date of Death:® March 1848 Date of Registration :24 March 1940

Item is a page or pageswi thin a volume.

SCIW38M48p 277 Orkney Shenff Court - Reg ster of Inventories 20 Apr 1840
Name of Deceased:NICOLSON or CRAGIE,Mrs Maggie Occupation:Address: Hall of Clestrain,
Orphir Date of Death:23 Septemnber 1848 Date of Regstration: 20 April1848
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ltern is a page or pages within a volume.

SCIN38/48 p385 Orkney Sheriff Court- Register of Inventones 25May 1849
Name of Deceased: CRAIGIE, Mr James William Occupation:Fammer Address: Hall of Clestram,
Orphir Date of Death: 2nd January 1840 Date of Registration:25th May 1840
Item is a page or pages within avolume.

SCIN38/55 p 497 Orkney Sheriff Court- Register of Inventonies 25 July 1858
Name of Deceased:GOUDIE, Peter Wishart (otherwise Peter Goudie) Occupation: retired
farmer, sometime residing at Newhouse, Clestrain, Orphir, then at Glenrae. Clestrain,Orphir
Address: Upper Sower, Clestram, Orphir Date of Death:7 March 1858 Date of Registration: 25
July 1856
Item is 2 page or pages within a volume.

SCIl/38/56 p 465 Orkney Shenff Court - Register of inventones 28 Jun 1957
Name of Deceased: ANDERSON or LIDDLE Mrs Jane Occupation: Address: Comesquoy,
Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death:18 Apnil1857 Date of Registration: 28 June 1857
Item is 2 page or pages within a volume.

SCI/38/57 p 485 Orkney Shenif Court- Register of Inventores 184y 1858
Name of Deceased MATCHES, John Occupation:sometme of South Clestrain, Orphir Address:
Gomn Brsay Date of Death; 27 March 1858 Date of Registration: 16 July 1858
Item is a page or pages within a volume.

SCIV38/80p 199 Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Inventores 5 April 19681
Name of Deceased CRAIGIE, Miss Mary Jane Tormima Occupaton sometime of Hall of
Clestrain, Stenness Address:c/o Flett, Quoys Evie Date of Death: 23 August 1960 Date of
Regstration:5 Apnl1861
Item is a page or papges within a volume.

SC11/38/71/2p788 Orkney Sherff Court- Registerof Inventories 22 Dec 1971
Name of Deceased: TAIT or LIDDLE Mrs Mary Occupation widow Address: formery of Langie,
fatterly of Marilynn,Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death: 17 October 1871Date of Registration: 22
December 1971
item = a page or pages within a volume.

SC11/38/73/1p251 Orkney Shenff Court- Register of Inventones 2 May 1873
Name of Deceased: TAIT or ROBSON Mrs Jane Groundwater Occupation-widow Address:
Rosebank, Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death:15 February 1972 Date of Registration:2 May 1973
item is 3 page or pages within a volume.

SCU/38/74/1p125 Orkney Shenff Court- Register of Inventonies 10 Apnl1874
Name of Deceased:LIDDLE Miss Mary Occupation:spinster Address:Marilynn Clestrain,
Orphir Date of Death: 27 January 1873 Date of Registration: 10 April1874
item is 3 page or pages within avolume.

SCIV38/75/1p 255 Orkney Shenif Court- Register of Inventories 21Apni187S
Name of Deceased: TAIT, Miss Margaret Jane Occupation:retired Address:Upper Sower,
Clestrain, Orphir Date of Death: 2 March 1875 Date of Registration: 21Apri 1873

ltem is 3 page or pages within 3 volume.
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SCIV38/75/2 p 587 Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Inventories 245ep 1075

SCIv38/77/1p 04

SCIs0/13 p72

SCIV50/13 p281

SC11/50/15 pas

SCI/50/15 p108

Name of Deceased: JARVIE or TAIT, Mrs Dorothy Blizabeth Occupation: reired Address:
Sunnyside, Ciestrain, Orphir Date of Death: 21Apnil 1875 Date of Registration: 24 September
1878

item is apage or pages wi thin a volume.

Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Inventories 22 Feb 19877
Name of Deceased:LIDDLE, John Alexander Occupation: retired fanrmer Address: sometime at

Mosshall, latterly at Norwood Cottage, Gestraln, Orphir Date of Deathc 10 December 1878

Date of Registration:22 February 1977

Item is a page or pageswithin a volume.

Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Deeds Fast Series 04/D1/1753
Deed:Protest Names of Parties: William Honyman of Gremsay William Halcro of Couly ster

Date of Registration:18/01/1753 Comments:Sumof £305/9/4 Scots, unpaid by Halcro
Procurator: James Spence Witnesses: William Wood, gardener in Clestrai n, John Howi e,

farmer in Clestrain

temi s 2 page or pages withi na volume

Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Deeds First Series 12/05/1761
Deed:Protest Names of Partes: Robert Graham of Breckness Wi lliam Honyman Patrick
Honyman, son of William H. William Mowat. merchant in Crook in Rendall Date of
Registration=13/05/178 1Comments: The sum of £22/4/5 and one-third of a penny, stering,

was borrowed by Graham from William Honyman, and the bill was twice endorsed.
Procurator: James Spence Ingiver: Witnesses: William Wood, gardener at Clestrain Robert
Ballanden, grieve at Clestrain

Rem is a page or pageswithin a volume

Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of DeedsFirst Series 03/08/1773
Deed:Submission Names of Parties: Thomas Baikie of Bumess, eldest son and heir of

deceased Thomas Bai ki e of Bumess, and siblings Lt Hugh Baikie R N, youngest son of

deceased Thomas Baikie. Date of Regi stration: 03/08/1773 Comments -Arbitration by

Patrick Grame of Grameshall, of right of It Hugh Baikie to share in hi s father's estate of
Clestrain. Other parties concemed- Mungo Bailee, haymaker i nlondon: Elizabeth Baikie,

spouseto Or.Robert Groat, physician in Kirkwall, and Dr.Robert Groat, with the

consideration also of shares of deceased Patnck and Euphame Baikies,all S blings of the

Baikie parties above. Procurator: James Spence ingiver: Witnesses:JohnPaterson,

merchant Kirkwall John Heddle, writer, Kirkwall

ltem is apage or pages wi thin a volume

Orkney Sheriff Court - Register of Deeds First Series 25105011773
Deed:Bond Names of Parties: Patrick Honeyman of Graemsay to William Wall Junior &

co, merchants in Kirkwall Date of Registration: 27/07/1775 Comments: Bond written 3t
Clestrain,Orphir Procurator- John Heddle Ingiver- Withesses:Al exander Sangster, Factor to

Honeyman Alexander Bruce writer in Stromness

Itemis a page or papes withi n a volume

10

114

Hall of Clestrain, Orkney - Conservation Plan



